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IV om* Hew 'tork  Times,  June  4V     ■ ,         '^fx  ;,  ^'4?^. 

GBAiU  COI-BIITI'^IIMTS  i'lST  -  StMtglfet  -  Geneiral  Clay  disclosed'  today  that 
340,000  tons  of  wheat  and  flour  had  heen  shipped  to  German;^'"  from  the  United 
..States  since  Hay  1.     Despite  the  "terrific  strain"  on  shipping  facilities 
and  the  refusal  of  other  countries  to  permit  a  divergence  of  their  grain  allo- 
cations to  Germany,  he  said,  the  United  States  more  than  kept  its  promise  to 
supply  at  least  300,  f^OO  tons  of  grain  in  May«, 

*  *  *  * 

CUSTOi-lS  "Ik's!!!  PASLL.!  STILL  SPEHIDIITG  III  OSKEVA  -  Geneva,  Switzerland - 
A  spokesman  of  the  International  Trade  Conference  said  today  that  the  progress 
of  "bilateral  "bargaining  for  a  mutual  reduction  of  customs  tariffs  I'ra.s  well 
up  to  schedule  and  that  the  negotiations  v/ere  proceeding  at  su"bstantial  speed. 

Progress  on  the  drafting  of  amendments  to  the  world  trade  charter  is 
also  satisfactory,  the  spokesaman  said..    He  added  that  no  major  snag  that  could 
not  "be  removed  "by  amicalDle  discussion  had  "been  struck* 

*  *  *  * 

MQHB  SUGAR  GEAlTTSD  TO  FOOD  PSOCIHSSOaS  -  Washington  -  The  Agriculture 
Department  increased  sugar  allowances  tods.y  for  food  processors  and  canners 
as  a  Senate  "banking  su"bcommittee  scheduled  a  hearing  for  tomorrow  on  a  "bill 
*to  end  sugar  rationing  immediately,. 

The  'department  raised  the  allowance  for  most  fruit  canners  from  90  to 
100  per  cent  of  what  they  used  in  1941,.    Some  other  canners  whose  "basic 
allowance  has  "been  holow  the  industry  average  received  the  promise  of  an 
incrcsac  tohring  them  in  line  with  the  average, 

*  *  *  * 

Prom  iTcv/  York  Journal  of  Commerce,  June  4  -      "  '        '  * 

MiE-lilS  HIT  i^rOSML  PASI'I' PROGRAM  _  Washington  ~  Representative  Poage 
(Dcm,-    Tcx«)   complained  today  he's  tired  of  hearing  witnesses  at  hearings  on 
a  long  range  agricultural  program  talk  a"bout  savings  while  ^no"body  tells  us 
just  where  it  can  "be  done," 

He  addressed  his  remarks  to  C,  If,  Bailey,  president  of  the  American  Bank- 
ers Association,  who  had  suggested  to  the  rlouse  Agriculture  Committee  that 
economics  could  "be  achieved  through  consolidation  a.n.d  elimination  of  Govern- 
ment agencies'  supplying  farm  credit, 

"I  agree,"  Poage  told  Bailey,   "that  •  savings  should  "be  made, '  "but  "please 
specify  exactly  v/hich  functions  should  be  cut.     Generalizations  are  not  worth 
the  paper  they  are  Vvrritten  on,"  '  ,     .'  .  '.  . 

Bailc3'  replied' that  he  was  "not  prepared'"  at  this  time  to  make  specific 
recommendations.    He  added  that  other  witnessc's  wotild  do  so, 

John  H,  Thomson,  vice  president  of  the  Banlc  of  Centervillo,  S,D, ,  and  a 
representative  of  the  American  Bankers  Association, ' then  told  the  committee 
•  that  elinimtion  of  direct  Government  lending,   except  possi"bly  for  "disaster 
loans^ should  "be  "a  goal  to  "be  attained  as  rapidly  as  possi"ble» 

*  *  *  * 
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From  I'Tcv/'York  Journal  of  Coi.irncrcc,  June  4  - 

■  IGFIiOD  SUGAH  DEl'iAlTD  EMa'Y  -  Demand  for  : refined  sugar  among  v/hol03alcrs 
and  retailers  is  reported  to-tc  pouring, in  to  refiners,  and  considoratlc  of 
a  pickup  in  demand  for  "bulk  sugar  from  indutrial  users  is  developing,    IVhilc  ■ 
refiners  6nlv  a  fev/  weeks  ago  v/erc  lieing  snowed  under  "by  the  surpluses  accumu- 
lating in  their  plants  and  warehouses  for  lack  of  demand,   the  rate  of  orders 
"being  suTsmitted  is  now  giving  them  concern  for  they  are  several  weeks  "behind 
in  their  shipments* 

Ifnat  occurred  is  that  wholesalers  and  large  retailers  as  well  as  industrial 
users  "became  overly  conscious  of  inventory  positions  and  allov/ed  their  limited 
supplies  to' "become  exhausted,    Howr  everyone  is-,  rushing  to  the  refiner.  v;ith  an 
order  and  expecting  that  it  v/ill  "be  shipped  on  the  same  day. 


•    V/ILL  OPPOSm  BILL  TO  DECOK^OL  ■' SUQA.R  -"'WashingtoTi'-  'Secretary  of '  Agriculture 
Clinton  P,  Anderson  and  Sugar  Ilationing  Administrator  James  i^arshall  arc 
expected  to  oppose  ' immediate  decontrol  of  sugar  rationing  at  a  Senate' hearing 
tomorrow,  on  the  grounds    that  insufficient  information  is  currently  availa'ble 
to  take  such  a  step  now. 


\jR(x2S  R3YISI01T  0?  SUdkR  OUO^A  ACT  _  Immediate  action  cv  Congress  to  revise 
sugar  quota  legislation  and  incrca,se  the  quota,  the  United  States  permits 
Ou"ba  to  furnish  to  consumers  here,  as  recommended  "Dy  Secretary  of  Agriculture 
Clinton  P,  Anderson  and  Secretary  of  State  George -"C,  Marshall,   is  urged  oy  _ 
the  "[Jnite'd  States  Cu'ban' Sugar  Council  in  ite  news  ■  'bulletin  just  pu"blished, 

A  "bill  to  extend  the  dugar  quota  act  for  an  additional  year,  until  Dec, 
31,   1948, 'has  "been  introduced  in  the  House  of  Representatives  and  referred  to 
the  Agriculture  Committee-, 


MPfiSSSIOH  III  US  VIS1'/3D  UlTLIEZDLY  _  Washington  -  The  Congressional  Eco- 
nomic Ccmmittec,  headed  "by  Senr^tor  P.o"bert  A,  Taft  (Hop.,  Ohio),   today  :aaid 
a  survey  of  ousincss  expectations  for  1947  "docs  not  givo  any  real  support  to 
the  theory  that  we  are  nearing  a  .depression, " 

Anno\incing  pu"blic  hearings  "beginning  June  '23,  at  v/hich  husinegs,  la"bor 
and  other  groups  will  "be  hoard,   the  Concessional  Economic  Committee  reported 
the  substantial  completion  of  a  survey  covering,  "business  leaders  in  maniifactur— 
ing,  mining,   construction,  transportation,  fina.nce  and  insurance  and  the  whole- 
sale and  retail  trade. 

Prom  ITew  Tork  Vfall  Street  Journal,  June  4  - 

iMElf  MIL  R:rrRI  CERA  TOR  GAR  ISEDS  110  ICE  POH  ZERO  TEi-IPEPATURES;  GETS 
AGRICULTURE  lEPARTIiENT  'OK'  _  ''.feshinf^ton  -  A' reefer  revolution  is  on  the  way. 
The  U, S,  Department  of  Agriculture  has  tested  and  pronounced  "OK"  a  new  t;^'-pe 
of  railroad  trans-oortation  refrigerator  car  which' will  maintain  zero  temperatures 
without  the  use  of  ice.     It,  appears  lilely  to  oreak  a  ' transpor^tation  "bottleneck 
that  has  -pi  gucd  .the  frozen  food  industry  almost  from  the  day  of  its  "birth, 

:    ■  ■  ■■  n   .  ■  -  '■  .: 
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NO  GOOD  CAil  cons  or  i'mTILIZES  CPJI/S:  AUTHOE  PJlPS  plow,  COI-ff-ISRCIii  PERTILIZEH 
AS  EUIITERS'OF  SOIL  -  Edward  H.  Paullmer,  v/hose  sensational  "book  "Plo\man's  Polly" 
attacked  the  moldboard  plow  as  the  villian  that  causes  depleted  soil,  in  his  new 
"book  "A  Second  Look,"  puolished  "by  the  University  of  Oklahoma  Press,  takes  commer- 
cial fertilizers  to  task. 


"Plowmaa's  Polly,"  which  was  characterized  hy  Time  m.agazine  as  iDeing  "one 
of  the  most  revolutionary  ideas  in  agrictiltural  history,"  sold  3^0»000  copies  and 
started  a  controversy  tliat  still  rages-.    Eis  new  "book  threatens  to  "be  eq^ually  con- 
troversial "becaaise  he  strikes  directly  at  the  fertilizers  industry, 

"Currently,"  he  sa.ys,  "farmers  are  Doing  urged  to  use- still  greater  quanti- 
ties of  lime  siid  other  'aids'  as  a  means  af  repairing  the  damage  alleged  to  have 
"been  done  to  their  soils  "by  the  extra  production  made  necessary  "by  the  war»  ITo 
permanent  good  can  come  of  this  campai-^n,  and  much  real  harm  may  result." 

Paulkncr,  \/ho  h-as  recently  cocrpleted  an  intensive  tour  of  experiment  stations 
and  agricultural  colleges,  could  find  "no  answer,  so  far  as  I  have  "been  a'ble  to 
learn,  to  my  argu-aont  tliat  the  earth  is  self-sufficient  for  nourishing  the  life  it 
develops,    I  am  sure  that  there  is  no  refutation  possi"ble." 

The  incorporation  of  profuse  organic  materials  into  the  surface  of  the  soil 
is  all  that  is  necessa.ry  to  start  natural  processes  toward  releasing  minerals  from 
the  soil  and  to  ^mt  even  the  most  depleted  soils  iDack  into  full  and  nattiral  pro- 
duction.   He  claims  that  the  soil  provides  within  root "reach  enormous  tonnages  of 
all  the  minerals  that  plants  require, , 

Purthemore,  the  natural  plant  foods  thus  m.anufactured  in  the  soil  will  make 
crops  much  more  im.mune  to  plant  disease  and  insect  devastation. 


Prom  the  Post-G-azette,  Pitts'b'-jrgh,  (Pa.),  Hay  26, 

THS  ¥00L  TAHI5P-Sditorial-By  approving  the  wool-gra;"b  "bill  last  Friday,  the 
House  of  Representatives  may  have  torpedoed  the  Geneva  trade  conference.  Cer- 
tainly we  must  seem  either  schemdng  hypocrites  or  hopeless  fools  to  the  IS 
nations  with  v;hich  we  have  "been  talking  a,hout  freeing  world  trade. 

For  while  our  State  Department  officials  h&ve  "been  urging  an  end  to  prefer- 
ential tariffs  o-nd  "bila-ters-l  dealing,  our  isolationist  and  selfish  congressmen 
have  voted  to  continue  wholesale  su"bsidies  for  the  wool-growing  industry  and  to 
raise  tariffs  on  imports  of  wool — m.ost  of  v/hich  cor.es.  from,  the  British  Er.ipire, 

The  wool-gra"b  "bill,  which  has  alreo.dy  "been  passed  "by  the  Senate,  does  just 
a.'bout  everything  wc  have  heen  trying  to  stop  other  nations  fror^  doing.    Hot  only 
does  it  keep  the  i^rescnt  high  tariff  on  v;ool,  "but  it  instructs  the  President  to 
raise  this  "barrier  whenever  im.ports  are  found  to  "be  reducing  the  amount  of  domes- 
tic fi"bor  xoroduced. 


Prom  the  Constitution,  Atlanta,  (Ga. ),  Uey  ZJ  - 

INPLAT3D  PAHII  LAdID  P?J  OSS-Edit  or  ial-Al  though  it  is  olDvious  that 'present  ex- 
cessive prices -for  farm  products  cannot  long  continue,  the  price  of  farm  lands 
has  not  yet  sho\m  any  tendency  to  come  do\.T.  into  the  realm  of  reality.  Land 
prices  here  in  Georgia  and  elsewhere  are  "based  on  the  high  prices  and  high  profits 
farmer F!  have  "been  earning  during  the  pa,st  few  years,  "but  do  not  reflect  the  real 
long-term  value  of  the  fp.r?;s  through  good  times  and  "bad. 
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From  Detroit  (Mich.)  Free  Press,  May  27,  19^7  - 

COIMTEIADICTICN  IN  POTATOES  -  Editorial  -  The  recent  picture  and  news  story 
of  the .destruction  "by  Government  officials  of  50  tons  of  potatoes  in  Alahama  has 
.created  a  wave  of  public  indignation  scarcely  equaled  in  recent  times. 
•  And  very  rightly  sol 

For  accompanjdng  nevs  disp3,tches  tell  of  potato  shortages  in  several  regions 
of  the  United  States.    In  Richmond,  Va,,  for  example,  the  lack  of  potatoes  in  the 
markets  vras  so  O-cute  that  carloads  vere  rushed  in  from  Canada  and  .sold  for  fancy 
prices.    And  at  the  same  time,  the  Government  vas  buying  up  a,nd  destroying  pota- 
toes on  farms  \vT.thin  30  miles  of  Eichmond. 

It  is .such  instances  as  these  that  make  the  public  seriously  doubt  the 
reports  of  the  Government  that  potatoes  cannot  be  shipped  economically  for  the 
relief  of  famine  in  foreign  countries.    They  can  be  shipped  to  the  United  States 
from. Canada  at  premium  prices  for  Canadian  growers. 

Tlic  cost  of  destroying  United  States  gro^m  potatoes  in  order  to  keep  the 
price  up  is  $80,000,000.    Yet  President  Turmo.n  in  one  breath  says  prices  are  too 
high  and  in  the  other  that  to.xos  cannot  safely  be  cut. 

Quite  obviously,  under  the  kind  of  an  agricultural  progrojn  that  his  Admini- 
stration is  supporting,  there  is  no  chance  for  either  lower  prices  or  taxes. 


From  the  New  Orleans  (La.)  Times -Pi cajrunc.  May  9.6,  19^7  - 

COTTON  KILLER?  -  Editorial  -  The  first  setback  to  the  chemical  phase  of 
the  state's  campaign  against  excess  waterway  vegetation  is  reported  from  the 
.Ouachita -Morehouse  parish  section,  where  an  estimated  2000  acres  of  cotton  crops 
along  Bayou  Bartholomew  were  reportedly  destroyed  by  a  2,ij--D  spray.     The  weed- 
killer, developed  by  the  United  States  bureau  of  agricultural  research  has  hither- 
to proved,  in  experiments  and  in  control  work  conducted  by  army  engineers  and  sta,te 
wildlife  authorities,  an  effective  sla,yer  of  ■vw.ter  hyacinth  and  alligator  grass, 
yet  harmless  to  rice  and  sugo-r  cane  crops.     l\/hether  the  hyacinth  or  some  other 
form  of  clogging  vegetation  was  being  attacked  on  Bayou  Bartholomew  is  not  clear, 
but  considerable  injury  may  have  been  done  to  public  reception  of  the  program  as 
well  as  to  the  farmers  affected  near  Monroe. 

According  to  Dr.  Clair  Brown,  Louisiana  State  University  agronomist,  cotton 
is  among  the  plants  extremely  susceptible  to  slight  quantities  of  this  rather 
mysterious  blighter  of  growth  processes.    That  being  known,  as  well  as  the  ever- 
present  possibility  of  a  drifting  of  poison-spray  aerially  applied,  an  answer 
seems  very  much  in  order  to  the  blunt  question:     "How  come?" 


From  Louisville  (KY.)  Courier -Journal,  May  27,  19^7- 

AN  OYERLOOKEL  REASON  FOR  HIGH  FOOL  PRICES  -  Editorial  -  There  is  a  lot  of 
more  or  less  scientific  discussion  of  high  prices  and  the  reo,SGns  for  them.  Some 
of  these  reasons,  quite  clear  to  the  professional  economist,  are  bej'-ond  the  ken  of 
the  man  on  the  street- -things  like  the  great  increase  in  money  supply  because  of 
the  war  and  the  Government's  need  to  borrow  tremendously.    The  very  flood  in  which 
money  poured  out  tended  to  chea.pen  it,  and  this  means  inflation. 

Biit  it  strikes  us  that  there  are  other  things,  too.    l^/here  food  prices  are 
concerned,  -a  swift  glance  at  a  report  by  the  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture  finds 
some  light.     Ovoc  o\m  eating,  as  well  as  the  necessity  of  sending  food  abroad, and 
thus  shortening  our  supply,  is  not  to  be  overlooked.     The  country  has  got  into  the 
habit  of  eating  more  and  better  than  ever  before.    Its  doma.nds  are  having  their 
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U.S.   '352]AJ}SASICET'  EACIiT&  POOR  CSOPS;  PLMTING  SEMELY  RETASDSD  III  I'lIDDLE 
VJEST  5Y  LATE,   GOLD  SPHIKG,  HEAVY  EAIITS  -  Chicago  -  Crop  prospects  in  the  Middle 
¥est,  the  nation's  bread  "basket,  were  darkened  today  as  the  result  of  the  -jnusually 
late,  cold  spring,  capped  "by  heavy  rainfall  over  the  week-end. 

■  Earners  generally  were  two  to  five  weeks  hehind  with  their  planting,  with  no 
immediate  prospect  of  getting  into  the  fields  until  a  period  of  hot  sunshine  dries 
up  the  surface  moist-ore.     The  forecast  is  for  more  rain  later  this  week, 

Oats  ordinarily  are  the  first  crop  to  he  planted.    Because  of  unfavorahle 
planting  conditions,   the  oat  acreage  is  far  helo^^;  normal  this  year  and  the  oats 
that  are  in  hn-ve  progressed  slowly. 

Corn  planting  is  la^te,  with  prospects  tha.t  much  of  the  crop  cannot  "be  seeded 
"before  the  traditional  Jujie  7  deadline.    Earn  experts  consider  that  corn  plejited 
after  this  date  faces  danger  of  "being  nii^ped  hy  fall  frosts  "before  it  natures, 

Wieat  novr  ncaring  na.turity  in  the  Southv/est  is  reported  in  danger  of  rust  due 
to  heavy  rains.    Leaf,  or  red  rust  has  developed  in  the  Kansas  wheat  areas,  and  the 
wet  weather  is  delaying  harvesting. 


EEED  CROPS  HIT  HARD;  OITTARIC  FiAY  LOSS  JO/.  OP  HER  PLAIITIITGS,  OEEICI^VL  SAYS  - 
Toronto  -  Seventy  percent  of  Onta,rio's  3»230,000  acres  of  feed  crops  nay  he  lost 
this  year  hecause  of  incessant  rainfall  and  an  a"bnornally  cold  sx^ring,  Minister  of 
Agriculture  T.  L,  Kennedy  said  today. 

He  asserted  that  only  60  percent  of  the  entire  crop  of  coarse  feed  grain  has 
heen  sown  and  t"na.t  it  is  expected  only  50  percent  of  it  will  he  reaped. 


Eron  Tha  Journal  of  Conneroe,  JtLHo  3  -  - 

SUGAR  RIIFIilERS  are  two  weeks  "behind  orders  on  packages,  in  a  shajrp  reversal 
from  the  glut  that  prevailed  two  weeks  ago.    Trade  o"bservers  feel  if  i:resent  sugar 
denand  persists,  it  would  he  foolhardy  to  renove  rationing  controls  before  0ct.31» 


SCOEIT  GOVEPdTI'IEI'T  EEETILIZER  PROGRAI-I:  IlIDUSTRY  SEES  SOIL  EERTILITY  BILL  AS 
SUPSRELUOUS  MEASURE  -  : V/a.shington  -  The  Senc?.te  today  v?as  urged  hy  a  spokesman  for  • 
the  Fertilizer  Manufacturing  Industry  to  restore  cuts  in  appropriation  for  estab- 
lished Government  agricultural  agencies  instead  of  spending  more  money  on  a  new 
soil  fertility  program. 

Testifying  before  the  Senate  Agriculture  Committee  on  the  Hickenlooper- 
Plannagan  National  Soil  Fertility  Policy  bill,  Ra.lph  S.  Douglas,   vice  president  of 
the  Smith-DoU(:,'la,s  Go.  and  chairman  of  the  executive  connittee  of  the  American  Plant 
Pood  Council,  sa.id  that  the  fertilizer  industry  and  Government  agencies  are  already 
"doing  extensive  research  work,"  and  contended  that  the  Govemnent  cannot  meet 
shortages  as  quickly. as  private  industry. 
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From 'tlie  Wall  Street  Jo-urnal,  Jur.e  3,  19^7  - 


THE  EXPOET  BOOM,  by  collapsing,  could  jolt  high  home-front  commodity 
prices.    And  dwindling  dollar  supplies  overseas  m-akcs  something  like  a  collapse 
"by  the  year  end  quite  possible,    April  foreign  trade  figures  showed  the  world 
buying  U.S.  products  worth  three  times  as  much  as  goods  shipped  into  the  U.S. 
during  the  month.    The  drain  on  dollar  balances  is  fierce.    Many  foreign  pockets 
are  about  empty. 

Cotton  goods  exports  (measured  in  dollars)  are  about  15  times  as  great  as 
pre-war.    Exports  of  rayon,  nylon  and  other  synthetics  are  28  times  the  1939 
volume.    All  these  manufactured  goods  are  made  of  raw  commodities  when  the  export 
flood-tide  ebbs,  demand  for  these  staples  must  feel  the  impact.    And  the  pressure 
will  be  downward  on  prices. 

Before  the  post-World  War  I  export  trade  collapse  in  1921,  U.S.  exports 
were  running  60^  a.bove  imports.    Exports  today  are  nearly  200'^  above  import  totals. 


SUGAE  HOARDING  now  has  official  Agriculture  Department  sanction.  Almost 
daily  the  department  exhorts  housewives  and  merchants  to  stock  up.    To  lend- 
weight  to  its  plea,  the  government  agency  wp-rns  that  sugar  may  not  be  available 
later  in  the  season  when  the  housewife  wants  to  do  some  preserving. 

The  reason  given  for  the  federally  sponsored  hoarding  drive  is  the  freight 
car  scarcity.     Officials  say  they  want  to  get  as  much  sugar  into  consumption 
channels  as  possible  before  the  mamoth  wheat  crop  ties  up  the  cars. 

Another  possible  reason  not  officially  ballyhooed:    If  the  government  is 
quietly  planning  to  drop  sugar  rationing  and  ceilings  in  the  next  month  or  two, 
well-stocked  pantries  and  store  shelves  >n.ll  act  as  a  brake  on  any  price  boosting 
that  might  be  attempted. 


^-\'HEAT  GOALS  for  19^8  will  shoot  at  another  bumper  crop.    Slim  European 
harvest  prospects  don't  stop  with  this  season.    Gloomy  forecasts  for  slow  farm 
recovery  cover  next  year,  too.    Ajid,  with  an  eye  on  these  forecasts.  Agriculture 
Secretary  Anderson  is  not  expected  to  ask  farmers  to  cut  production  in  19^8. 

The  number  of  .acres  farmers  will  be  asked  to  plant  to  winter  and  spring 
wheat  next  fall  and  spring  is  due  to  be  announced  later  this  month.    No  figures 
have  been  made  public  yet,  but  officia,ls  close  to  Anderson  say  he  is  thinking  in 
terms  of  around  70  million  acres.     That's  about  the  same  as  the  goal  set  for  this 
season. 


THE  HAE'VEST  of  this  year's  wheat  has  reached  the  hold- your -breath  stage. 
It's  getting  started  in  the  Southwest  now--will  be  in  full  svdng  within  10  days. 
If  the  weather  remains  clear  and  dry,  by  lojr  the  biggest  crop  on  record  will  be 
garnered.    But  heavy  rains  now  could  bring  tremendous  losses.'  Elpe,  unharvcsted 
wheat  can  be  knocked  to  the  ground  by  rain;  and  the  combines  and  reapers  can't 
pick  it  up.    Also  much  threshed  grain  is  certain  to  be  piled  on  the  ground  this 
year;  and  rain  hitting  it  there  could  bring  much  spoilage. 


GREASE  WASTAGE  in  home  kitchens  worries  Washington  officials  charged  '^^rlth 
watching  fats  and  oils.    Government  publicity  encouraging  housewives  to  resume 
wartime  saving  will  be  stepped  up  soon.    -Latest  official  figures  ('Jan.  l)  showed 
total  fats  and  oils  stocks  about  25^  below  a  year  earlier. 
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From  Philadelphia  (Pa.)  Inquirer,  May  27,  19^7  -  '  • 

TO  SOLVE  FOOD  SHOETAGES  —  Ed-itorial  --  The  Intemational  Emergency  Food 
Council  has  done  veil  to  call  a  special  cereal  conference,  as  suggested  hy  Secre- 
tary of  Agriculture  Anderson  to  explain  i»he  gravity  of  the  vorld  food  situation. 

From  all  reports  another  year  of  serious  shortages  is  ahead  for  many 
European  countries.    The  United  States  is  ahle  to  share  its  grain  in  suhstantial 
measure,  as  it  has  "been  doing  for  some  time  past.    But  the  whole  prohlem  of  feeding 
Europe's  hungry  should  he  worked  out  to  a  more  orderly  solution. 

For  one  thing,  it  is  increasingly  necessary  that  countries  seeking  our  help 
make  every  effort  to  supply  a  larger  part  of  their  cereal  requirements  from  their 
own  or  nearby  areas.    A  more  vigorous  attempt  should  he  made  to  promote  self-help 
hy  the  needy  countries. 

Only  by  real  cooperation  —  and  real  planning  and  economy  "by  countries  fac- 
ing further  grave  food  shortages  --  will  the  tremendous  issue  of  famine  in  Europe 
he  met. 


From  Billings  (Mont.)  Gazette,  May  21,  19^^-7  - 

OYEEPRODUCTION  AGAIN  LOOMS       Editorial  --  It  is  predicted  tha)fAmerican 
farmers  will  produce  this  year  the  greatest  wheat  crop  on  record,  in  excess  of  one 
billion,  200  million  bushels.    That  will  mean  a  surplus  over  domestic  requirements 
of  i^00,000,000  bushels  or  more.    Under  existing  conditions,  this  huge  surplus  mil 
be  easily  disposed  of  to  the  famine  areas. in  other  parts  of  the  globe.    Much  of  it 
will  be  given  away  by  our  government  but  the  growers  of  that  staple  will  not  suf- 
fer from  that  method  of  disposal.    They  will  receive  for  their  crop  in  excess  of 
three  billion  dollar-s. 

I    This  condition  will  doubtless  prevail  for  at  least  another  crop  year  but 
when  'the  other  nations  begin  to  recover  from  the  ravages  of  war  and  are  more  nearly 
meeting  their  own  needs,  this  country  mil  again  be  faced  by  the  perplexing  problem 
of  what  to  do  with  its  sui'plus  grain  and  other  agricultural  products.    It  may  then 
be  necessary  to  revert  to  some  of  the  policies  adopted  and  followed  during  the 
years  immediately  follomng  the  depression  in  1929.     One  of  those  policies  vra,s  pay- 
ing subsidies  for  acreage  reductions. 

One  new  deal  policy,  fathered  by  then  Secretary  of  Agriculture  Henry  Wallace 
which  will  be  rejected  was  that  of  destroying  food  products.    There  mil  be  no 
more  slaughtering  of  little  pigs. 


From  the  Worcester  (Mass.)  Telegram,  May         19^7  - 

THE  FARI4ER  IS  WARNED  --  Editorial  —  On  the  heels  of  President  Truman *s 
recent  warning  about  farm  inflation.  Secretory  of  Agriculture  Anderson  has  called 
a  conference  of  farm  loaders  and  agricultural  loan  executives  to  bo  held  in  Wash- 
ington Juno  9  s,nd  10  to  discuss  the  problem  of  soaring  farm  land  values.  Mr, 
Anderson  expressed'  grave  concern  over  the  fact  that  current  farm  real  estate  prices 
are  now  92  percent  above  the  1935-39  average,  said  this  presented  a  serious  future 
problem,  and  urged  "voluntary"  methodic  halt  the  upward  trend. 

Mr.  Truman  should  be  concerned  with  the  inflationary  spiral  in  farm  land 
values,  but,  to  use  an  old  farm  expression,  his  belated  concern  now  is  rather  like 
locking  the  barn  after  the  horse  is  stolon.    With  I9U8  not  so  far  away,  the  Admini- 
stration is  doing  considerable  tub-thumping  for  voluntary  reductions  of  this  price 
and  that  price,  but  economists  know  that  the  forces  which  brought  about  the  present 
inflation  were  unleashed,  and  encouraged,  by  the  Washington  administration, 
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From  the  Fargo  (N.D.)  Forum,  May  21,  19^7  -  '      .  . 

HITS  PROPOSED  FAFIM  LAKD  PRICE  PARLEY  -  Washington  -  (UP)  -  Son.  Harlan  J. 
Bushfiold  (R-SD)  protested  in  the  senate  Tuesday  against  a  conference  on  farm  land 
prices  called  for  June  9  hy  Secretary  of  Agriculture  Clinton  Anderson  at  the  re- 
quest of  President  Truman. 

"President  Triuaan's  proposal  to  call  a  conference  of  farm  leaders  for  the 
purpose  of  setting  a  ceiling  price  on  farm  land  prices  is  ill-conceived  and,  in 
my  opinion,  can  only  result  in  damage  to  the  famors  of  America,"  Bushfleld  told 
the  senate* 

Noting  that  Mr.  Truman  compared  present  prices/rith  1935-39  levels.  Bush- 
field  so.id  the  increase  was  not  "inflationary"  hut  rather  a  return  to  "normalcy" 
from  abnormal  lows.    He  said  farm  prices  are  much  lower  than  the  1920  peak. 

"I  hope  that  the  president  and  the  secretary  of  agriculture  v/ill  he  "bettor 
advised  tha,n  to  attempt  a  continuation  of  the  office  of  price  control  upon  farm 
lands,"  Bushfield  said. 


From  the  Greenville  (S.C.)  News,  May  23,  19^1?  -    ■  '  • 

FARM  PRICES  AI'TO  DEBT  --  Editorial  --  Despite  the  high  percentage  rise  in 
ihe  price  of  farm  lands  since  pre-war  years,  it  is  a  fact  of  interest  that  neither 
in  South  Carolina  nor  in  the  country  as  a  whole,  on  the  average,  have  these  prices 
reached  the  levels  attained  Just  after  the  first  Vforld  War. 

For  the  country  as  a  whole,  the  percentage  of  rise  in  prices  since  1939  has 
"been  greater  than  that  from  191^  to  1920.    But  the  1939  level  was  not  so  high  as 
that  of  191^. 

Yet  this  sharp  rise  since  1939  shou-ld  contain  a  warning  now  against  too 
heavy  assumption  of  mortgage  debt  in  buying  farm  lands  at  these  prices.    As  is 
pertinently  pointed  out  by  Dr.  M.C.  Rochester,  Clemson  extension  economist,  pros- 
pective piirchasers  of  farm  lands  should  realize  tha.t  future  earnings  are  more 
important  than  present  or  past  ea,rning3  in  determining  land  values.    Any  dra.stic 
decline  in  the  future  prices  of  agricultural  products  may  make  a  present  seemingly 
small  indebtedness  greater  than  the  full  mrjrket  value  of  the  farm  would  be  a  few 
years  later. 


From  the  Kansas  City  (Mo.)  Star  --  May  21,  19^7 

CARS  TO  MOYE  THE  V7HEAT  --  Editorial       Somehow  the  railroads  have  to 

kindlo  the  movement  of  the  Mid-Wost's  billion-bushel  wheat  crop,  a  record  yield, 
between  .now  and  the  end  of  the  harvesting  in  July.    The  railroads  concede  they 
will  be  hard-pressed  to  transport  the  grain  on  schedule.    For  the  critical  short- 
age of  boxcars  has  been  eased  only  slightly  since  a  Senate  hearing  served  to  focus 
nation-t.d-de , attention  on  its  importance  earlier  this  year. 

The  railroads  report  they  have  built  up  a  reserve  of  freight  cars  in  the 
wheo-t -growing  region.    Eastern  lines,  often  accused  in  the  past  of  hanging  onto  an 
unfQ-ir  share  of  the  available  rolling  stoak  have  been  ordered  by  the  Association 
of  AmericG,n  Railroads  to  turn  over  more  cars  to  the  western  roads  during  the 
harvest. 

Seaboard  industrial  interests  have  objected  to  the  routing  of  rail  equip- 
ment away  from  the  East.    But  their  concern  over  a  possible  delay  in  shipping  some 
factory  products  has  been  outweighed  by  the  m-'gency  of  transporting  grain  to  food 
the  United  States  and  permit  government  exports  to  the  world's  needy  countries. 


1195-^7  Farm  Digest 


DAILY  imi  im/S  DIGEST'  -•^  \U.  S.  DEPARTIEEITT  OF  AC-P1CULTUR3 

(For  June  2,  19^47)  '  \  O^l^'l         \  Office  of  Infornation 

^.  (The  newspapers  and  nag^ines  tron  whi;pBf''th^^»<S^gri cultural  itens  are  taken 

are  on  file-  in  Press  Service,  y^oom  kl^^^'''Ph^je^^^ene  Harrison  at  6031e) 

From  Hew  York  Tines,  June  2  - 

FREITCH  FOOD  ?JSE  II'  I9U6  REPORTED:  COlTTIinJED  PROGRESS  THIS  YEAR  SHOM  IH 
UATIOML'  CITY  AiJD  COulTTRY  SURVEY-Paris— After  extensive  nutritional  studies  con- 
ducted throughoxit  France  the  "bulletin  of  the  National  Hygiene  Institute  reported 
today  that  Franco  load  nade  important  progress  during  19^60 

Hov/ever,  in  the  last  quarter  a  sefback  v;as  registered,  ascrihed  to  the  en- 
forced reduction  of  e:rpenditures  for  food  hecause  of  the  price  increases.  Since 
then  the  upward  trend  in  prices  has  been  somewhat  halted  but  a  serious  wheat  crisis 
expected  to  last  throiigh  the  greater  part  of  the  next  fourteen  months  has  develop- 
ed and  will  cause  a  slackening  of  the  trend  toward  recovery. 


BRITISH  TO  STUDY  PEAITOTS:  MISSION  WILL  SURVEY  VJEST  AFRICA  FOR  LARGE-SCALE 
PRODUCTIOiT — London — A  British  Goverment  mission  will  leave  shortly  for  V/est  Africa 
to  investigate  the  possibilities  of  largo-scale  mechanized  production  of  peanuts, 
the  Colonial  Office  announced  today. 


GOVSmiiEITT  TZIES  TO  SET  SILK  VOGUIJ:  CAl  CUT     COSTS  OF  OCCUPYING  JAP  All  IF 
V/OMEIT  GO  BACK  TO  IT— DRIVE  IS  PLANNED— Washington — The  Government  is  trying  to 
sell  to  American  women  the  idea  of  wearing  silk  again.    Its  motives  are  not  to 
make  the  ladies  more  "beautiful  "but  to  reduce  the  costs  of  occupying  Japan.  The 
United  States  Comraorcial  Company,  a  subsidiary  of  the  Reconstruction  Finance  Cor- 
poration, which  has  the  job  of  selling  Japanese  raw  silk  here,  plans  to  start  a 
big  promotion  program  to  win  over  the  women. 


BUYER  RESISTAITCE  AFFECTS  CLOTHING:  COMI^iERCE  DEPARTMENT  FINDS  ACTION  AGAINST 
HIGH  PRICES  ALSO  FELT  IN  TEXTILE  TRADE— Vfashington— .The  effect  of  buyer  resis-  ' 
tance,  attributed  to  the  rise  in  prices,  is  being  felt  by  manufacturers  of  cloth- 
ing and  textile  products,  the  Department  of  Commerce  reported  today. 

A  Department  analysis  showed  that  manufacturers  in  some  branches  of  the  in- 
dustry, notably  in  soft  woolen  goods  and  women's  apparel,  are  cutting  output  al- 
ready. It  noted,  however,  that  this  reduced  production  came  at  a  time  when  many 
of  the  clothing  shortages  of  the  past  year  are  being  relieved. 


From  New  York  Herald  Tribune,  June  2  - 

THE  V/OOL  TARIFF  -  Editorial  -  With  legislation  to  raise  the  tariff  on  wool 
still  pending  in  Congress,  Secretary  Marshall  has  intervened  to  e>:press  his  concern 
over  the  effects  such  action  would  have  on  American  foreign  policy.  'Ufool  is  a  sym- 
bol of  our  intentions  in  foreign  trade,"  he  said,  warning  that  the  success  of  the 
international  trade  discussions  in  Geneva  would  be  jeopardized  by  adoption  of  a 
bill,  already  passed  by  the  House,  permitting  an  increase  -up  to  gSi-^  in  import 
levies  on  wool.  At  Geneva  the  U.S.  has  been  advocating  a  reduction  of  international 
barriers.  The  House  action  was  a  source  of  considerable  embarrassment  to  American 
delegation.  ^^^^^  Digest  IIS5-U7 


From  the  l-fell  Street  Journal,  June  2,  19^7  - 

ARGENTINE  WHEAT  SHIPMENTS  INCEEA^ED  -  Shipments  of  wheat  from  the  Argentine 
estahlished  a  new  high  for  the,  season  this  past  week,  amounting  tD  3^^17;000  bu. , 
compared  with  1,62^,000  hu.  in  the  previous  week  and  with  272,000  hu,  in  the  corres- 
ponding week  last  year. 

The  past  week's  clearnaces  were  distributed  as  follows:    To  United  Kingdom, 
834,000  hu.;  Continent,  1,389,000  hu.,  and  to  non-Europe,  1,19^,000  bu. 

From  January  1  to  date,  wheat  shipments  from  the  Argentine  aggregated  29,- 
462,000  bu.    This  compares  with  21,7^5,000  "bu.  during  the  corresponding  period  last 
year . 


From  the  Baltimore  Sun,  June  2,  19^7  - 

COOL  SPRING  HITS  PLANTING;  SOWING  OF  VITAL  GRAINS  HAS  BEEN  HAMPERED,  Wash- 
ington, June  1  (AP)  -  A  wet  cool  spring  has  hampered  seriously  the  sovdng  of  such 
vital  grains  as  corn,  oats  and  barley,  officials  reported  today,  and  delayed  the 
planting  of  soybeans,  an  important  source  of  scarce  food  fats. 

The  result,  they  contend,  is  to  emphasize'  President  Truman's  requests  that 
Congress  continue  for  another  year  the  Government's  authority  to  control  the  export 
of  scarce  foods,  now  scheduled  to  expire  June  30. 


From  the  Chicago  Daily  Tribune,  June  2,  19^7  - 

GERMANS  GAIN  IN  WEIGHT  DESPITE  FOOD  SHORTAGE,  Berlin,   (AP)  -  The  average 
weight  of  adult  city  dwellers  in  the  American  zone  increased  during  April,  a  month 
of  critical  food  shortage,  indicating  many  Germans  obtained  food  from  "off-the- 
ration"  sources,  the  American  military  government  said  today. 

The  AMG's  public  health  branch  said  its  street  weighing  check  on  the  Germans' 
nutritional  status  disclosed  that  a  trend  toward  weight  declines  evidenced  in 
March  was  arrested  during  April. 


FAMINE  STALKS  INDIA;  RATION  CUT  THREATENED;  GRAIN  BADLY  NEEDED  TO  COMBAT 
HUNGER,  New  Delhi,  India,   (Reuters)  -  India's  larder,  never  adequately  stocked 
since  I9U2  when  an  annual  shipment  of  2,000,900  tons  of  rice  from  southeast  Asi^i 
was  cut  off,  is  emptying  fast. 

The  country  is  heading  towards  a  food  crisis  which  not  even  one  of  the 
most  efficient  rationing  administrations  in  the  world  can  stave  off  unless  the 
trickle  of    grain  imports  is  swollen  into  a  heavy 'flow  within  the  next  few  months. 

The  150,000,000  persons  now  registered  for  rations--12  ounces  for  adults  and 
six  ounces  for  children- -are  threatened  with  a  cut. 


From  the  New  York  Herald  Tribune,  June  2,  194-7  -  .. 

IMPORT,  QUOTA  RISE  URGED  FOR  LONG  STAPUS  COTTON  -  Cotton  mills  specializing 
in  thread  and  certain  types  of  fine  goods  are  faced  with  shutdowns  unless  immediate 
action  is  taken  to  increase  the  quota  on  imports  of  Egyptian  extra  long  staple 
length  cotton,  according  to  a  statement  issued  by  the  Cotton-Textile  Institute. 
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From  Omaha  (l^'elDr.)  World  Herald,  Maj  25  - 

BOXCAH  LACIC  '10  B3  WORSE;  ElED  CliT^S  BIG  VJHEAT  CROP  AS  PROBLEM  -  With  the 
1947  wheat  crop  estimated  at  an  all-time  high,  the  nation's  tight  "boxcar  situa^ 
tion  once  more  is  under  close-  scrutiny, 

"The  size  of  the  crop  this  year  will  present  more  difficulties  than  ever 
liefore.,  "  says  Senator  Reed  (Rep,  Kans.)  an  acknowledged  transportation  expert, 

"Right  nov;  there  simply  are  hot  enough  cars  to  go  around,  "  admits  the 
Association  of  American  Railroads,  hut  ,  ,  ."the  record  is  they  (the  railroads) 
are  moving  more  freight  more  miles  than  ever  hefore  in  peace-time," 

The  AAR  actually  is  the  "big  mogul  in  the  distribution  of  hoxcars,  feecause 
the  chairman  of  its  Car  Service  Division  is  the  duly  authorized  agent  of  the 
Interstate  Commerce  Commission,  which  hy  law  is  vested  with  distributing  author! 
ty. 

And  the  AAR  doesn't  like  sly  hints  that  its  Western  members  are  in  revolt 
against  the  association  because  it  is  .dominated  by  the  Eastern  lines. 


From  Boise  (Idaho)  Statesman,  Ifey  23  - 

RAILROAD  ACSilllT  CITES  POSSIBLE  CAR  SHQRTA.GS  -  Abnoinnal  grain  movement 
throughout  the  United  States  this  harvest' period  v/ill  lead  to  a  shortage  of 
railroad  rolling  stock  to  handle  the  crop,  Kay  L,  Johnson,  general  agent  for 
the  Union  Pacific,  said  here  Thursday, 

He  said  the  shortage  would  be  reflected  in  Idah  when  it  came  time  to  be- 
gin  shipping  grain  from  the  western  part  of  the  state  around  July  1, 

But  said  Johnson,  a  slow  movement  of  grain  v/ould  enable  Idaho  and  the 
rest  of  the  nation  "to  get  by  in  good  shape," 

At  the  present  time,  he  said,  railroads  are  "strong  box  cars, "  in  contrast 
to  some  j)eriods  la,st  year  when  there  were  insufficient  cars  to  hanclJLe  the 
freight  load. 

The  government,   said  Johnson,  expects  a  billion  bushel  grain  harvest,  and 
the  impact  of  moving  this  crop,  or  part  of  it,  probably  v;on' t  be  felt  until 
about  July  1, 

He_  said  abnormal  grain  movement  and  consequent  car  shortages  would  result 
if  growers  attempt  to  move  their  product  direct  from  the  fields  to  ternina.l 
markets, 

From  . Salt  Lake  City  (Utah)  Tribujae,  May  23  ~ 

GULP  Hi  jTAPJi  PRICES  LAID  TO  IlSJJICIEi-CY;  DISCREPAITCY  IH  COST  LIinCElD  TO 
lUi-IBER  HAirOLIHC-  PRODUCE  -  One  of  the  main  reasons  a  wide  gulf  exists  between 
prices  paicL, farmers  for  produce  and  the  price  consumers  pay  is  marketing  in~ 
efficiency,  R,  Harvey  Dastrup,  state  commissioP-er  of  agriculture,  declared 
Thursday. 

"In_  too  many  instances,  far  too  many  identities  have  contact  for  profit 
v/ith  the  product  involved  prior  to  its  reaching  the  final  consumer,"  he 
asserted.    An  efficient  marketing  system  would  eliminate  many  of  the  inter- 
mediate hands  in  the  long  distance  betv;een  farm  and  market,  he  opined. 

Handlers  of  foodstuffs  do  not  charge  exorbitantly  necessarily,  he  said, 
but  efficiency  in  the  marketing  field  would  eliminate  some  of  the  final  con- 
sumer cost,  he  said. 
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rx-oiii  I3a:::ei- shield    Calif orniaii,  May  19  - 


FA?Ii  lAUD  PRICES  -  Sditorial  -  Farmers,  economists,  veterans  who  v;ould 
like  to  "be  farmers,  and  "banlcs  and  real  estate  as-^encies  will  follov/  closely  the 
proceedings  of  a  conference  of  government  and  private  lending  agencies  and 
farm  leaders  in  IVashington  June  9  on  the  suhject  of  the  present  dangerous 
inflation  of  farm  land  prices^ 

Th.0  meeting  has  been  called  hy  Secretary  of  Agriculture  Anderson  at  the 
suggestion  of  President  Truman,  who  declared  he  is  deeply-  concerned  over  the 
level  01  farm  real  estate  and  is  an::ious  to  prevent  a  collapse  such  as  th-at 
v;hich  follov/ed  World  War  I  and  brought  ruin  to  thousands  of  f  armerso 

figures  quoted  by  the  President  shov/  that  farm  land  values  nov/  stand  at 
92  per  cent  above  the  1935-39  average,     ^ey  have  increased  12  per  cent  since 
i%rch,  19---6,    Economists  generally  agree  that  the  present  prices  cannot  be 
sustained  by  probable  long-time  farm  earnings  and  in  this  case^  are  entirely 
out  of  line  with  farm  earnings  of  record.    Continuance  of  this  situation  v/i'll 
be  disastrou.3  to  farmers,, 


Irom  Chicago  Sun,  May  26  ~ 

3AA,  BAA,  BLACK  SHEEP  ~.  Editorial  -  Wool  growing  accounts  for  an  in- 
finitesimal fraxtion  of  thi 3_  country' s  national  income^    Even  in  the  biggest 
wool-producing  states,  income  from  that  product  represents  less  than  2  or  3 
per  cent  of  the  total  income.    Yet  for  the  saice  of  this  minor  economic  interest 
the  house  passed  a  "bill  which  threatens  the  success  of  the  Geneva  trade  con— 
ference'j  now  under  way,  for  the  reduction  of  v/orld  tariff  barriers. 

The  ostensible  purpose  of  the  bill,  which  has  aJready  loassed  the  Senate, 
is  to  continue  for  tv/o  years  more  the  wartime  device  by  which  the  .-;overnm.ent 
became  the  sole  buyer  of  American  wool,    'Bu.t  it  involves  a  much  more  funda^ 
mental  issu.e,  nothing  less  than  the  future  of  our  entire  world  economic  policy. 


Prom  Little  Rock  (Ark,)  Gazette,  May  25  - 

THOSE  ICEIOSEHEE  POTATOES' AlJ.u  EEEEIl,^iL  lAW  -  Editorial  -  In  these  times  of 
food  shortage  and  high  prices,  the  federal  Production  and  1-Iarketing  Administra- 
tion duraiDed  11,500  bushels  of  potatoes  in  the  woods  in  Alabama  and  deliberately 
ruined  them  'with  herosene.    But  a  PPA  representative  said  that  the  men  who 
.are  complaining  in  Washington  about  the  destruction  of  these  potatoes  are 
the  ones  who  made  the  law  under  v;hich  potatoes  are  destroyed  to  keep  prices 
upo     These  v;ere  surplus  B-sise  potatoeso 

The  goveri-u'iient  guarantees  the  farmer  90  per  cent  of  parity  for  all  po- 
tatoes, he  produces,.'   I'Oien  there  is  not  sufficient  demand  for  potatoes  at 
support  prices  the  Agriculture  Eepartraent  buys  the  surplus  supplies,  although 
we  are  told  that  efforts  are  made  to  make  use  of  pota'ooes  bcug'.t  by  the  govern- 
ment^ 

It  'might  naturally  be  said  that  the' government  should  have  given  these 
potatoes  away  instead  of  destroying  them.    But  a  PIA  spokesman  in -Alahaina  said, 
"We  can't  gi^^'o  these  potatoes  sway..," 

When  the  govermncnt  undertakes  to  keep  up  the  price  of  a  farm  product  it 
can't  let  suroluses  of  tiii's  product  be  damped  on  the  market.     It  can't  even 
give  a.v/ay  suit  surpluses ,  ' 
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aro^Sj^fJ^rS'l^Lrt^^Sf i:;^™  agricultural  iW  aro  taken 

C  i-J-  ®    arrison;  at  663I.)  ■ 

Eran  New' York  Times,  May  29  - 

i^ood  Council  toaay  voted    lo  to  1    Jh^t        ^  International  Emergency 

as_to  necessitate'^callini  a  sp^ciil'clLL'  c'onf"  "'"^^^-^^^ 

tliird  week  in  July,  '  cereals  conference  m  Europe  before  the 

The  time  limit,  se' 


or  new  ^^s':^:^^^  ^  ^?f  *™  -  =-l-tion  .a„a,c.ent 

black  marketed,  particularly 'in  tteoc=uS.d        T       ^^^^IP^ted,  hoarded  or 
another  crisis  next  sprtng/  "'^^"P^^'^  countries.    The  hope  i.,  to  preoLde 

the:loS^and'..X\tirCnSi:n^  ll""  ^'^^^  '°  ^^-^  organization 

*^:eT:sfrr:s: !° --T^oSer^-cr*^  '"^^  ^---^^^^^     ^  of™ 

=  oil^j^t-^ 

Informally  and  orall^r  Mv.    '  j  ■  -^ci-i-u, 

told  the  members  Monday  he  ^^.0?'°"'  ^\*"<=^  States  nember  of- the  council 
^  Surope.or-  this  counLy!  "^"-^  '*«ther  the  cereals  conference  wS  Sd 


Seo?;l';rJ?enl'f  CA„  caVE  TO ,NEH.y-lak.  Success, 

monts  of  the  relief  ^tpplies  thev  alf p^Sar^d  f         ''f  ^^^te! 
countries.  P'^^''*'^'^^'^  to  g"e  to  the-war  devastated 

a'j5€  f '^'^^^^^  ?oW':c;'?rtJ:?'t"b  °^ 
:sSis\t^~^  -   30  Of  thrs„iu\rr^Si--d*  nrb^iiStion 

Gov:!;^e?t-L^  l^t^^  CnT-.-ashington-The 

throughout  the  country  iS  its  latP^?    4  ^'^^^^'^  fair  trade  laws 

-ir  relation^-  ----  consideration  ^^^g^^ggj^^^^  ' 


From  Nevf  .York  Times,  May  29  - 

ASKS  PF,NCE  ALONG  BORDER:  AGEICUITURE  ADVISOP.Y  GROUP  SEES  YjAY  TO  CUT  BISE/.SE 
EROM  IvEyiCO-V'iashington-An  Agriculture  Department  advisory  committee  urged 
today  that  a  fence  be  built  along  the  Mexican  United  States  border  in  an 
effort  to  keep  the  foot  and  mouth  disease  from  spreading  -bo  livestock  m 
the  United  States,  ^  , 

The  committee,  appointed  recently  by  Secretary  Olmton  P.  ^nderson   o  .id 
there  was  grave  danger  of  the  disease  being  brought  into  "ohis  couritr^  by 
unauthorized  movement  of  livestock  across  the  boundary. 


BUYER'S  li'.RKET  IN  CANDY  TS  SEEN-Chicago-Conf ectionery  manufacturers  v/ere 
informed  today  that  a  buyer  •s  market  v/as  develoning  in  some  essential  candy 
ingredients  and  that  sugar  allocations  probably  vrould  be  increased  soon. 


From  N.Y.  Journal  of  Commerce,  May  29  -  .  ' 

ASK  CONTINUATION  OF  GRi'^N  CONTROLS-Washington-Continuation  of  export 
controls  on  grains  and  grain  products  until  the  end  of  this  year,  and  possibly 
for  three  months  after  that  time,  v;as  today  asked  by  representatives  of  the 
grain  trade. 

Appearing  before  Senator  John  Cooper's  subcommittee  of  the  Senate  Judiciary 
Committee,  T.illiam  C.  Schilthuis,  representing  the  ^'^'orth  American  Export  Grain 
Association  and  "^''K  B.  Fox  appearing  for  the  National  Grain  Trade  Council 
both  supported  this  viev;  but  held  that  the  Government  should  r  eturn  to  the 
private  trade  the  business  of  supplying  export  vhcat  to  foreign  claimants . 

Representing  flour  millers,  as  distinct  from  the  foregoing  grain  associa- 
tions, Martin  Smith  of  the  Flour  Millers'  Export  Association  testified  in  favor 
of  the  measure  providing  for  extension  of  the  Export  Control  Act.    Th^^e  only 
pending  legislation  would  provide  a  .one  year  extension  of  the  act. 


SUGAR  ALLOTMENTS-Third  quarter  sugar  allotiaents  for  industrial  users  vdll 
be  75  percent  of  the  base  period  and  for  the  fourtii  period  thu  same  base  vdll 
apply  for  one  month  to  the  end  of  rationing  controls  on  Oct.  3l«    l-hile  no 
official  announcement  has  been  made,  trade  sources  say  that  this  report  is 
official. 


CANNED  POOD  REPQtTS-Census  Bureau  issues  first  in  its  revised  series  of 
monthly  canned  food  reports ^  revealing  that  April  shipments  of  five  major 
canned  vegetable  products  were  off  half  a  million  cases  from  March  and  sharply 
below  a  year  ago.    Stocks  of  11,  items  have  dropped  7  percent  during  the  month. 
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Prom  ¥atertown  (N.Y.)  Daily  Times,  May  26  -  .  , 

HIGH  AND  OUR  EE¥  V/ORLD  ROLE  -  Editorial  -  The  house  of  repre- 

sentatives has  dealt  the  Truman  Doctrine  a  treacherous  "blow.    At  a  time  v;hen 
we  are  spending  'billions  in  an  effort  to  restore  Europe's  economy,  the  house 
has  increased  the  tariff  oil  wool  as  the  first  in  a  series  of  moves  to  "build 
up  nev7  tariff  "barriers  and  prevent  Europe  from  trading  v;ith  us, 

Washington  correspondents  say  thht  it  is  extremely  likely  that  the  senate 
will  accept  the  house  amendment  and  the  wool  tariff  will  "be  increased  unless 
President  Truman  vetoes  the  "bill  which  is  held  to  he  entirely  possihle,  I'fliat 
makes  this  action  of  congress  particularly  distressing  is  that  it  is  con- 
strued as  a  major  "policy- set  ting"  move  and  indicates  a  general  uptrend  in 
tariff  rates, 

Euro]pe  cannot  he  rehatilitated  simply  hy  shipping  food  there  and  loaning 
money.    That  meets  the  immediate  need  hut  we  cannot  keep  on  doing  that  indefi- 
nitely;-.   The' long-time  ohjective  of  this  relief  program  is  to  restore  Europe's 
productivity,  both  in  agricultural  products  and  in  manufactured  goods, 

I'^hat  good  is  the  res;toration  of  Europe's  productive  capacity  if  there  are 
no  markets  for' Europe' s  goods?    ¥e  cannot  keep  on  sfellirg  Europe  $16, 000, 000, CCD 
worth  of  goods,  as  we  did  last  year,  and  huying  only  $8,000,000,000  worth  of 
European  eicports  unless  we  supply  the  money  to  make  up  the  difference.  Surely 
that  3S  elemental, 

IVhat  these  economic  isolationists  in  congress  are  trying  to  do  is  to  pro- 
vide money  for  the  restoration  of  European  economy,  on  the  one  hand,  and  then, 
through  the  imposition  of  high  tariffs,  prevent  Europe  selling  anythinj;  here 
once  that  economy  is  restored. 


Erom  Dallas  (Texas.)  Ifews,  May  22  -  ' 

HOLDIHG  THE  ¥00L  BAG  «  Editorial  -  Consumers  and  taxpayers  have  heen  hold- 
ing the  bag  for  -America' s  wool  producers,  to  enahle  them  to  make  ahnormal 
profits,    Americans  still  pay  wartime  prices  for  wool  clothing,  and  men' s 
suits  are  expected  to  he  even  higher  next  fall,  hecaase  Uncle  Sam  has  been 
huying  virtually  all  the  wool  produced  in  this  country  in  the  last  four 
years  —  and  "buying  at  much  higher  than  market  prices,    V/hen  the  government 
sells  this  wool,  it  must  sell  it  at  the  market  price.    This  usually  means  sell- 
ing at  a  loss. 

The  v/ool  growers  also  insist  upon  an  addition  to  the  present  34c  a  pound 
tariff  on  wool  and  a  floor,  tax  on  all  imported  wool  in  this  country.  These 
measures  wpuld  impose  additional  burdens  on  the  consumer  and  would  drive 
even  higher  pr,ices  of  woolen  goods,  which  manufacturers  and  dealers  would  like 
to  produce,      hese  proposals  were  a  serious  handicap  to  our  delegates  at  the 
re cent _ Geneva' trade  harriers.    They  run  counter  to  our  reciprocal  trade 'pro- 
gram and  to  the  President's  efforts  to  get  prices  down  from  their  wartime 
levels*  -.  • 

Both  the  governmeht' s  wartime  wool  imports  and  its  huying  up  of  the  domes- 
tic clip  at  ahove-market  prices  may  have  been  justified  when  a  hig  wool  supply 
was  needed  to  clothe  and  supply  our  armed  forces —  though  it _ turned  out 
that  these  measures  hrought  a  higger  stockpile  than  v/as  needed.    Yet  the  war 
is  over  now,  and  the  nation  must  return  to  a  peacetime  econoii^^  ' 
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Prom  Colum'bia  (S.C.)  State,  May  23  - 

DSSTRUCT'IOI^T  01  POTATOES  _  Editorial  -  The  Department  of  Agriculture 
admits  that  Canada  grown  potatoes  are  "b^.ing  sold  in  the  South  while  produce 
from  tills  section  have  heen  destroyed  "because  they  v;ere  of  inferior  quality 
and  no  one  would  "buy  them.     Some  11,500  hushels  are  said  to  have  heen  'burned, 

No  douht  the  little  culls  could  not  find  a  market  in  the  general  sense. 
At  the  same  time  our  armed  forces  face  the  threat  of  food  riots  in  Germany 
"because  the  Germans  are  hungry. 

It  is  to  he  expected  that  some  red  tape  would  attach  to  any  effort  to  have 
the  Southern  culls  shipped  overseas  in  order  to  stop  European  hunger.    At  the 
same  time  it  is  difficult  to  "believe  that  a  certain  amount  of  enterprise  on 
the  part  of  the  proper  authority  would  not  have  snipped  this  red  tape,  at 
least  to  the  point  of  having  the  potatoes  stored  or  dehydrated,  for  v/hich  they 
would  have  served. 

It  v/ould  have  "been  a  good  day' s  work. 


I'rom  Montgomery  (Ala,)  Advertiser,  May  22  - 

mSTE  ITOf,  \^A.m  mn  -  Editorial  -  There  is  so  puch  stark  need  of  food  in 
various  parts  of  the  world  it  is  strange  that  the  American  farmer  shouJ.d  "be 
forced  to  destroy  what  he  cannot  dispose  of  in  glutted  home  markets.  Some- 
thing is  radically  wrong  with  our  present  system^  of  dis-tri'bution  and  storage 
when  it  "becomes  necessary  for  growers  to  "buru  potatoes  here  in  Ala'bama  or 
expose  perisha"ble  grains  to  the  elements  in  Minnesota  and  the  Dakotas  "because 
these  foods  are  not  in  immediate  demand  here  at  home.     Something,   too,  is 
wrong  with  our  international  relief  organization  if  it  ca.nno.t  find  some  Kay 
to  siphon  off  the  American  sutoJus  to  those  countries  most  in  need  of  v^hat 
our  producers  are  having  to  throw  away. 

If  it  is  up  to  us  to  prevent  starvation  in  Em-ope,  why  not  ship  Baldxirin' s 
excess  potatoes  and  Squeedunk' s  extra  v;heat  to  hungry  Britain  or  Erance  or 
Holland  or  even  Germany  and  Italy?     This  vast  foreign  market  could  a'bsor'b 
everything  we  produce  in  the  way  of  ujineeded  surpluses.     If  immediate  trans- 
portation is  impossi"ble,  we  should  have  no  insolu"ble  pro"blem  in  so  far  aa. 
storage  is  concerned.    In  this  age  of  quick-freezing  and  long-keeping,  it  is 
inconceiva'ble  that  anything  except  very  perisha"ble  foodstuffs  should  "be 
allov/ed  to  spoil.    Hungry  people  should  "be  glad  to  get  any  surplus  at  reduced 
prices  that  would  certainly  please  producers  "better  than  if  they  had  to 
stand  a  dead  loss  "by  exposure  of  inexcusa"ble  destruction. 


From  Boston  (Mass.)  Glo"be,'  May  22  - 

SLIGHTLY  C0CO"niD  ECOilOffi"  -  Editorial  -  At  direction  of  the  Eederal' 
Agriculture  Department,  kerosene  has  lately  heen  poured  upon  tons  of  Ala"bama*s 
seasonal  potato  crop  rated  as  "surplus"  "because  of  a  "glutted"  market.  This 
act  repeated  the  process  "by  which,  last  Decem"ber,  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
tons  of  the  proudest  product  of  Maine' s  Aroostook  County  were  left  in  the 
fields  to  freeze  and  rot.    The  theory  is  that  such  governmental  action 
sustain--  a  fair  price-level  for  the  farmer. 
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U.S.   '3EEADBASIC3T'  PACING  POOR  CROPS;  PLANTING  SEVMfflLY  RETARDED  IN  MIDDLE 
WEST  BY  LATE,  GOLD  SPRING,  HEAVY  RAINS  ~  Chicago  -  Crop  prospects  in  the  Kiddle 
VJest,  the  nation's  hread  "basket,  were  darkened  today  as  the  result  of  the  "onusually 
late,   cold  spring,  capped  hy  heavy  rainfall  over  the  week-end. 

Parmers  gencrs^lly  were  two  to  five  weeks  hehind  with  their  planting,  with  no 
immediate  prospect  of  getting  into  the  fields  until  a  period  of  hot  staashj.ne  dries 
up  the  surface  moist-ore.    The  forecast  is  for  more  rain  later  this  vreefc. 

•Oats  ordinarily  are  the  first  crop  to  he  planted.    Because  of  unfavorahle 
planting  conditions,   the  oat  acreage  is  far  "below  normal  this  year  and  the  oats 
that  are  in  have  jprogressed  slowly. 

Corn  planting  is  late,  with  prospects  thE,t  much  of  the  crop  c8.nnot  "be  seeded 
"before  the  traditionoJ  Jvsie  f  deadline.    Earn  experts  consider  that  corn  planted 
after  this  date  faces  danger  of  "being  nix^ped  "by  fall  frosts  "before  it  matures. 

Wheat  now  noaring  ms.turity  in  the  Southv/est  is  reported  in  danger  of  rust  due 
to  heavy  rains.    Leaf,  or  red  r^ast  has  developed  in  the  Kansas  wheat  areas,  and  the 
wet  weather  is  delaying  harvesting. 


PEED  CROPS  HIT  PIAFD;  ONTARIO  MAY  LOSE  fOfj  OF  HER  PLAITTINGS,  OPPIGIAL  SAYS  - 
Toronto  -  Seventy  percent  of  Onta,rio's  3»230,000  acres  of  feed  crops  may  he  lost 
this  year  hecause  of  incessant  rainfall  and  an  a"bnormally  cold  spring,  Minister  of 
Agriculture  T,  L#  Kennedy  said  today. 

He  asserted  that  only  60  percent  of, the  entire  crop  of  coarse  feed  grain  has 
heen  sown  and  tbi^.t  it  is  expected  only  50  percent  of  it  will  he  reaped. 


Prom  ThQ  Journal  of  Conner ce,  Jnnc  3  - 


S"[JGAR  R3PINERS  are  two  weeks  behind  orders  on  packages,  in  a  sharp  reversal 
from  the  glut  that  prevailed  tv/o  v;eeks  ago.    Trade  olDservers  feel  if  xDresent  sugar 
demand  persists,  it  v/ov.ld  he  foolhardy  to  rem.ove  rationing  controls  before  Oct.31» 


SCORN  GOVEPdTI'S^T  PERTILIZSR  PROGRAI-I:  IlIDUSTRY  SEES  SOIL  FERTILITY  BILL  AS 
SUPERPLUOUS  ilEASUriE  -  "^Washington  -  The  Senate  today  was  urged  hy  a  spokesman  for 
the  Fertilizer  Manufacturing  Industry  to  restore  cuts  in  appropriation  for  estah- 
lished  Government  agricultural  agencies  instead  of  spending  more  money  on  a  new 
soil  fertility  prograri. 

Testifying  before  the  Senate  Ag^'icultur e  Committee  on  the  Hi ckenlooper- 
Plannagan  National  Soil  Fertility  Policy  hill,  Ra.l]ph  3.  Douglas,  vice  iDresident  of 
the  Smith-Do\v:;la-s  Co.  end.  chairman  of  the  executive  committee  of  the  American  Plant 
Pood  Council,  said  that  the  fertilizer  industry  and  Government  agencies  are  already 
"doing  extensive  research  work,"  and  contended  that  the  Government  cannot  meet 
shortages  as  quickly  as  private  industry. 
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Frofi  tlio  Wall  Street  Journal,  June  3,  19^7  - 

.THE  EXPORT  BOOM,  by  collapsing,  could  jolt  high  home-front  conmodity 
prices.    And  dwindling  dollar  supplies  overseas  ma,kcs  something  like  a  collapse 
"by  the  year  end  quite  possible.    April  foreign  trade  figures  showed  the  world 
buying  U.S.  products  worth  three  times  as  much  as  goods  shipped  into  the  U.S. 
during  the  month.    The  drain  on  dollar  balances  is  fierce.    Many  foreign  pockets 
are  about  empty. 

Cotton  goods  exports  (measured  in  dollars)  are  about  15  times  as  great  as 
pre-wrr*.    Exports  of  rayon nylon  and  other  synthetics  are  28  times  the  1939 
volume.    All  these  manufactured  goods  are  made  of  raw  commodities  when  the  export 
flood-tide  ebbs,  demand  for  these  staples  must  feel  the  Impact.    And  the  pressure 
will  bo  downward  on  prices. 

Before  the  post-World  War  I  export  trade  collapse  in  1921,  U.S.  exports 
wore  running  60^  above  imports.    Exports  today  are  nearly  200^  above  import  totals. 


SUGi^iE  HOAEDIKG  now  has  official  Agriculture  Department  sanction.  Almost 
daily  the  deportment  exhorts  housewives  and  merchants  to  stock  up.    To  lend 
weight  to  its  plea,  the  government  agency  warns  that  sugar  may  not  bo  avalla,blo 
later  in  the  season  when  the  housewife  wants  to  do  some  preserving. 

The  reason  given  for  the  federally  sponsored  hoarding  drive  is  the  freight 
car  scarcity.     Officials  say  they  want  to  got  as  much  sugar  into  consumption 
channels  as  possible  before  the  mamoth  wheat  crop  ties  up  the  cars. 

Another  possible  reason  not  officially  ballyhoood:    If  the  government  is 
quietly  planning  to  drop  sugar  rationing  and  ceilings  in  the  next  month  or  two, 
well-stocked  pantries  and  store  shelves  >/ill  act  as  a  brake  on  any  price  boosting 
that  might  be  attempted. 


^a'HEAT  GOALS  for  19^8  will  shoot  at  another  bumper  crop.    Slim  European 
harvest  prospects  don't  stop  with  this  season.    Gloomy  forecasts  for  slow  farm 
recovery  cover  next  year,  too.    And,  with  an  eye  on  these  forecasts,  Agriculture 
Secretary  Anderson  is  not  expected  to  ask  farmers  to  cut  production  in  19^8. 

The  number  of  acres  farmers  will  be  asked  to  plant  to  winter  and  spring 
wheat  next  fall  and  spring  is  due  to  be  announced  later  this  month.    No  figures 
have  been  made  public  yet,  but  officials  close  to  Anderson  say  he  is  thinking  in 
terms  of  around  70  million  acres.     That's  about  the  s.ame  as  the  goal  set  for  this 
season. 


THE  HARVEST  of  this  year's  wheat  has  reached  the  hold-your -breath  stage. 
It's  getting  started  in  the  Southwest  now--will  be  in  full  svang  within  10  days. 
If  the  weather  remains  clear  and  dry,  by  fojr  the  biggest  crop,  on  record  \t±11  be 
garnered.    But  heavy  rains  now  could  bring  tremendous  losses.    Elpe,  unharvosted 
wheat  can  be  Imocked  to  the  ground  by  rain;  and  the  combines  and  reapers  can't 
pick  it  up.    Also  much  threshed  grain  is  certain  to  be  piled  on  the  groiand  this 
year;  and  rain  hitting  it  there  could  bring  much  spoilage. 


GREASE  WASTAGE  in  home  kitchens  worries  Washington  officials  charged  "id-th 
watching  fats  and  oils.    Government  publicity  encouraging  housewives  to  resume 
wartime  saving  will  be  stepped  up  soon.    Latest  official  figiores  (Jan.  l)  showed 
total  fats  and  oils  stocks  about  25^  below  a  year  earlier, 
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From  Philadelphia  (Pa.)  Inquirer,  May  2",  19^7  - 

TO  SOLVE  FOOD  SHQRTAOES  --  Editorial       The  International  Emergency  Food 
Council  has  done  veil  to  call  a  special  cereal  conference,  as  suggested  "by  Secre- 
tary of  Agriculture  Anderson  to  explain  the  gravity  of  the  world  food  situation. 

From  all  reports  another  year  of  serious  shortages  is  ahead  for  many 
European  countries.    The  United  States  is  ahle  to  share  its  grain  in  substantial 
meas-ure,  as  it  has  "been  doing  for  some  time  past.    But  the  vhole  prohlem  of  feeding 
Eiirope's  hungry  should  be  -worked  out  to  a  more  orderly  solution. 

For  one  thing,  it  is  increasingly  necessary  that  countries  seeking  our  help 
make  every  effort  to  supply  a  larger  part  of  their  cereal  requirements  from  their 
o\Ki  or  nearby  areas.    A  more  vigorous  attempt  should  be  made  to  promote  self-help 
by  the  needy  countries. 

Only  by  real  cooperation  —  and  real  planning  and  economy  by  countries  f see- 
ing further  grave  food  shortages  --  will  the  tremendous  issue  of  famine  in  Europe 
be  met. 


From  Billings  (Mont.)  Gazette,  May  21,  19^7  - 

OVEEPRODUCTION  AGAIN  LOOMS       Editorial  --  It  is  predicted  thaj/American 
farmers  will  produce  this  year  the  greatest  wheat  crop  on  record,  in  excess  of  one 
billion,  200  million  bushels.    That  will  mean  a  surplus  over  domestic  requirements 
of  i^-00,000,000  bushels  or  more.    Under  existing  conditions,  this  huge  surplus  tvill 
be  easily  disposed  of  to  the  famine  areas  in  other  parts  of  the  globe.    Much  of  it 
will  be  given  away  by  our  government  but  the  growers  of  that  staple  will  not  suf- 
fer from  that  method  of  disposal.    They  will  receive  for  their  crop  in  excess  of 
three  billion  dollars. 

This  condition  will  doubtless  prevail  for  at  least  another  crop  year  but 
when  the  other  nations  begin  to  recover  from  the  ravages  of  war  and  are  more  nearly 
meeting  their  own  needs,  this  country  Td-ll  aga,in  be  faced  by  the  perplexing  problem 
of  what  to  do  with  its  sur'plus  grain  and  other  o^gricultural  products.    It  may  then 
be  necessary  to  revert  to  some  of  the  policies  adopted  and  followed  during  the 
years  immediately  follovang  the  depression  in  1929.     One  of  those  policies  ^^ra.s  pay- 
ing subsidies  for  acreage  reductions. 

One  new  deal  policy,  fathered  by  then  Secretary  of  Agriculture  Henry  "Wallace 
which  \d.ll  be  rejected  was  that  of  destroying  food  products.    There  will  bo  no 
more  slaughtering  of  little  pigs. 


From  the  Worcester  (Mass.)  Telegram,  May  24,  19^7  - 

THE  FAH-IER  IS  WARNED  --  Editorial  —  On  the  heels  of  President  Truman's 
recent  warning  about  farm  inflation.  Secretary  of  Agriculture  Anderson  has  called 
a  conference  of  farm  loaders  and  agricultural  loan  executives  to  bo  held  in  Wash- 
ington June  9  and  10  to  discuss  the  problem  of  soaring  farm  land  values.  Mr. 
Anderson  expressed  grave  concern  over  the  fact- that  current  farm  real  estate  prices 
are  now  92  percent  above  the  1935-39  average,  said  this  presented  a  serious  future 
problem,  and  urged  "voluntary"  method^o  halt  the  upward  trend. 

Mr.  Truman  should  be  concerned  with  the  inflationary  spiral  in  farm  land 
values,  but,  to  use  an  old  farm  expression,  his  belated  concern  now  is  rather  like 
locking  the  barn  after  the  horse  is  stolen.    With  19^8  not  so  far  away,  the  Admini- 
stration is  doing  considerable  tub-thumping  for  voluntary  reductions  of  this  price 
and  that  price,  but  economists  know  that  the  forces  which  brought  about  the  present 
inflation  were  unleashed,  and  encouraged,  by  the  Washington  administration. 
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From  the  Fargo  (N.D.)  Forun,  May  21,  19k'J  - 

HITS  PROPOSED  FAEM  LA^ID  PRICE  PARLEY  -  Washington  -  (UP)  -  Sen.  Harlan  J. 
Bushficld  (E-SD)  protested  in  the  senate  Tuesday  against  a  conference  on  farm  land 
prices  called  for  June  9  "by  Secretary  of  Agriculture  Clinton  Anderson  at  the  re- 
quest of  President  Truman. 

"President  Triunan's  proposal  to  call  a  conference  of.  farm  leaders  for  the 
purpose  of-  setting  a  coiling  price  on  farm  land  prices  is  ill-conceived  and^  in 
my  opinion,  can  only  result  in  damage  to  the  farmers  of  America,"  Bushfield  told 
the  senate. 

Noting  that  Mr.  Truman  compejred  present  pricety^ith  1935-39  levels.  Bush- 
field  sodd  the  increase  was  not  "inflationary"  hut  rather  a  return  to  "normalcy" 
from  abnormal  lows.    He  said  farm  prices  are  much  lower  than  the  1920  peak. 

"I  hope  that  the  president  and  the  secTGtojrir  of  agricult^jre  will  "be  "better 
advised  than  to  attempt  a  continuation  of  the  office  of  price  control  upon  farm 
lands,"  Bushfield  said. 


Prom  the  Greenville  (S.C.)  News,  May  23,  19^7  - 

¥Am  PRICES  AI'©  DEBT  --  Editorial  —  Despite  the  high  percentage  rise  in 
iiae  price  of  farm  lands  since  pre-war  years,  it  is  a  fact  of  interest  that  neither 
in  South  Carolina  nor  in  the  country  as  a  whole,  on  the  average,  ha.ve  these  prices 
reached  the  levels  attained  Just  after  the  first  World  War. 

For  the  country  8,s  a  whole,  the  percentage  of  rise  in  prices  since  1939  has 
heen  greater  than  that  from  191^  to  1920.    But  the  1939  level  was  not  so  high  as 
that  of  191^+. 

Yet  this  sharp  rise  since  1939  should  contain  a  \vfarning  now  against  too 
heavy  assumption  of  mortgage  deht  in  buying  farm  lands  at  these  prices.    As  is 
pertinently  pointed  out  hy  Dr.  M.C.  Rochester,  Clemson  extension  economist,  pros- 
pective purchasers  of  farm  lands  should  realize  that  future  earnings  are  more 
important  than  present  or  past  earnings  in  determining  land  values.    Any  drastic 
decline  in  the  future  prices  of  agricuJLtur'al  products  may  make  a  present  seemingly 
small  .indehtednesG  greater  than  the  full  market  value  of  the  farm  would  "be  a  few 
years  later. 


From  the  Kansas  City  (Mo.)  Star  --  May  21,  19^7 

Ci^J^S  TO  MOVE  THE  WHEAT  ~-  Editorial       Somehow  the  railroads  have  to 

hindle  the  movement  of  the  Mid-West's  "billion-"bushel  wheat  crop,  a  record  yield, 
"between  now  and  the  end  of  the  harvesting  in  July.    The  railroa.ds  concede  they 
will  "be  hard-pressed  to  transport  the  grain  on  schedule.    For  the  critical  short- 
age of  "boxca,rs  has  "been  eased  only  slightly  since  a  Senate  hearing  served  to  focus 
nation-'id.de  attention  on  its  importance  earlier  this  year. 

The  railroads  report  they  have  huilt  up  a  reserve  of  freight  cars  in  the 
wheat-growing  region.    Eastern  lines,  often  accused  in  the  past  of  hanging  onto  an 
unfo,ir  share  of  the  o.vailahle  rolling  stock  have  "been  ordered  "by  the  Association 
of  Amerijca,n  Railroads  to  turn  over  more  cars  to  the  western  roads  during  the 
harvest. 

Sea"board  industrial  interests  , have  o"bjected  to  the  routing  of  rail  equip- 
ment away  from  the  East.    But  their  concern  over  a  possible  delay  in  shipping  some 
factory  products  has  been  outweighed  by  the  m-gency  of  transporting  grain  to  feed 
the  United  States  and  permit  government  exports  to  the  world's  needy  countries. 
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From  Hew  York  Times,  Jmie  2  - 

FREl-TCH  FOOD  SISE  IH  19^6  ES^pSfSD:  COITTIITUED  PROGEESS  THIS  YEAR  SHOVJIT  IN 
NATIONAL  CITY  AIJD  COL"iTTRY  SURVET-Paris— After  extensive  nutritional  studies  con- 
ducted throughout  France  the  "bulletin  of  the  National  Hygiene  Institute  reported 
today  that  Prance  haxl  made  important  progress  during  19^60 

Hovyever,  in  the  last  quarter  a  sethack  was  registered,  ascrihed  to  the  en- 
forced reduction  of  e:qpenditures  for  food  because  of  the  price  increases.  Since 
then  the  upward  trend  in  prices  has  "been  somewhat  halted  tut  a  serious  wheat  crisis 
expected  to  last  through  the  greater  part  of  the  next  fourteen  months  has  develop- 
ed and  will  cause  a  slackening  of  the  trend  toward  recoveryo 


BRITISH  TO  STUDY  PEANUTS:  MISSION  WILL  SURVEY  \ffiST  AFRICA  FOR  LARGE-SCALE 
PRODUCTION — London — A  British  Government  mission  will  leave  shortly  for  West  Africa 
to  investigate  the  possi"bilities  of  largo-scale  mechanized  production  of  peanuts, 
the  Colonial- Of fi ce  a.nnounced  today. 


GOVERNIESIT  TRIES  TO  SET  SILK  VOGUE:  CAlV  CUT    COSTS  OF  OCCUPYING  JAPAN  IF 
V/OMEN  GO  EACX  TO  IT — DRIVE  IS  PLMNED — Washington — The  Government  is  trying  to 
sell  to  American  women  the  idea  of  wearing  silk  again.    Its  motives  are  not  to 
make  the  ladies  more  "bea^utiful  "but  to  reduce  the  costs  of  occupying  Japan.  The 
United  States  Commercial  Company,  a  su'bsidiary  of  the  Reconstruction  Finance  Cor- 
poration, which  has  the  jo"b  of  selling  Japanese  raw  silk  here,  plans  to  start  a 
Mg  promotion  program  to  v;in  over  the  women. 


BUYER    RSSISTALTCE  AF'FECTS  CLOTHING:   COMI-iERCE  DEPARTMENT  FINDS  ACTION  AGAINST 
HIGH  PRICES  ALSO  FELT  IN  TEXTILE  TRADE— Vfashingt on— The  effect  of  TDuyer  resis- 
tance, attri"butcd  to  the  rise  in  prices,  is  "being  felt  "by  manufacturers  of  cloth- 
ing and  textile  products,  the  Department  of  Commerce  reported  today.  ^ 

A  Department  analysis  showed  that  manufacturers  in  some  "branches  of  the  in- 
dustry, nota"bly  in  soft  woolen  goods  and  women's  apparel,  are  cutting  ou.tput  al- 
ready. It  noted,  however,,  that  this  reduced  production  came  at  a  time  when  many 
of  the  clothing  shortages  of  the  past  year  are  "being  relieved. 


From  New  York  Herald  TrilDune,  June  2  - 

THE  v;OOL  TARIFF  -  Editorial  -  With  legislation  to  raise  the;. tariff  on  wool 
still  pending  in  Congress,  Secretary  Marshall  has  intervened  to  express  his  concern 
over,  the  effects  su.ch  action  would  have  on  American  foreign  policy.  "Wool  is  a  sym- 
"bol  of  our  intentions  in  foreign  trade,"  ho  said,  warning  that  the  success  of  the 
international  trade  discussions  in  Geneva  would  "be  jeopardized  by  adoption  of  a 
"bill,  already  pa-ssed  by  the  House,  permitting  an  increase  up  to  5!^-^  in  import 
levies  on  wool.  At  Geneva  the  U.S.  has  been  advocating  a  reduction  of  international 
barriers.  The  House  action  was  a  source  of  considerable  embarrassment  to  American 
delegation.  ^bxz^  Digest  IIS5-U7 
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From  the  '.fell  Street  Journal,  June  2,  19h^  - 

ARGENTINE  WHEAT  SHIPMENT'S  INCREASED  -  Shipments  of  wheat  from  the  Argentine 
estahlished  a  new  high  for  the  season  this  past  week,  amounting  to  3;^17,000  hu. , 
compared  with  1,62^,000  bu.  in  the  previous  week  and  with  272,000  bu.  in  the  corres- 
ponding week  last  year. 

The  past  week's  clearnaces  were  distributed  as  follows:    To  United  Kingdom, 
83^,000  bu.j  Continent,  1,389,000  bu. ,  and  to  non-Europe,  1,19^,000  bu. 

From  January  1  to  date,  wheat  shipments  from  the  Argentine  aggregated  29,- 
i^-62,000  bu.    This  compares  with  21,7^5,000  bu.  during  the  corresponding  period  last 
year . 


From  the  Baltimore  Sun,  June  2,  19^7  - 

COOL  SPRING  HITS  PLANTING;  SOWING  OF  VITAL  GRAINS  HAS  BEEN  HAMPERED,  Wash- 
ington, June  1  (AP)  -  A  wet  cool  spring  has  hampered  seriously  the  sowing  of  such 
vital  grains  as  corn,  oats  and  barley,  officials  reported  today,  and  delayed  the 
planting  of  soybeans,  an  important  source  of  scarce  food  fats. 

The  result,  they  contend,  is  to  emphasize  President  Truman's  requests  that 
Congress  continue  for  another  year  the  Government's  authority  to  control  the  export 
of  .scarce  foods,  now  scheduled  to  expire  June  30. 


From  the  Chicago  Daily  Tribune,  June  2,  19^7  - 

GEEMANS  GAIN  IN  "I'ffilGHT  DESPITE  FOOD  SHORTAGE,  -  Berlin,   (AP)  -  The  average 
weight  of  adult  city  dwellers  .in  the  American  zone  increased  during  April,  a  month 
of  critical  food  shortage,  indicating  many  Germans  obtained  food  from  "off-the- 
ration"  sources,  the  American  military  government  said  today. 

The  AMG's  public  health  branch  said  its  street  weighing  check  on  the  Germans' 
nutritional  status  disclosed  that  a  trend  toward  weight  declines  evidenced  in 
March  was  arrested  during  April. 


FAMINE  STALKS  INDIA;  RATION  CUT  THREAa5:NED;  GRAIN  BADLY  NEEDED  TO  COMBAT 
HUNGER,  New  Delhi,  India,   (Reuters)  -  India's  larder,  never  adequately  stocked 
since  I9U2  when  an  annual  shipment  of  2,000,900  tons  of  rice  from  southeast  Asi^ 
was  cut  off,  is  emptying  fast. 

The  country  is  heading  towards  a  food  crisis  which  not  even  one  of  the 
most  efficient  rationing  administrations  in  the  world  can  stave  off  unless  the 
trickle  of    grain  imports  is  swollen  into  a  heavy  flow  within  the  next  few  months. 

The  150,000,000  persons  now  registered  for  rations--12  ounces  for  adults  and 
six  ounces  for  children- -are  threatened  with  a  cut. 


From  the  New  York  Herald  Tribune,  June  2,  19^7  - 

IMPORT  QUOTA  RISE  URGED  FOR  LONG  STAPLE  COTTON  -  Cotton  mills  specializing 
in  thread  and  certain  types  of  fine  goods  are  faced  with  shutdowns  unless  immediate 
action  is  taken  to  increase  the  quota  on  imports  of  Egyptian  extra  long  staple 
length  cotton,  according  to  a  statement  issued  by  the  Cotton-Textile  Institute.. 
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Irom  Omaha  (HelDr.)  World  Herald,  May  25  - 

B0XCA2  lACIC-'TO  3S  WORSE;  R31D  CITES  BIG-  V/HEAT  CROP  AS  PHOBLEM  -  With  the 
1947  wheat  crop  estimated  at  an  all-time  high,  the  nation's  tight  "boxcar  sitiia- 
tion  once  more  is  under  close-  scratiny, 

"xhe  size  of  the  crop  this  year  will  present  more  difficulties  than  ever 
"before,  "  says  Senator  Reed  (Rep,  Kans,)  an  acknov/ledged  transportation  expert, 

"Right  nov;  there  simply  are  hot  enough  Cc?.rs  to  go  around,  "  admits  the 
Association  of  American  Railroads,  "but  ,  .  ."the  record  is  they  (the  railroads) 
are  moving  more  freight  more  miles  than  ever  hefore  in  peace-time," 

The  AAR  actually  is  the  l)ig  mogul  in  the  distrilDution  of  iDOxcars,  feecau.se 
the  chairman  of  its  Car  Service  Division  is  the  duly  authorized  agent  of  the 
Interstate  Commerce  Commission,  which  "bj  law  is  vested  with  districting  authori- 

ty. 

And  the  AAR  doesn't  like  sly  hints  that  its  Western  memlDers  are  in  revolt 
against  the  association  because  it  is  dominated  "by  the  Eastern  lines. 


Prom  Boise  (Idaho)  Statesman,  fey  23  - 

RAILROAD  AGSITT  CITES  POSSIBLE  CAR  SHOR'TAGE  -  AlDnormal  grain  movement 
throughout  the  United  States  this  harvest' period  v;ill  lead  to  a  shortage  of 
railroad  rolling  stock  to  handle  the  crop,  "i^ay  L,  Johnson,  general  agent  for 
the  Union  Pacific,  said  here  Thursday, 

He  said  the  shortage  would  "be  reflected  in  Idah  x-fhen  it  came  time  to  "be- 
gin shipping  grain  from  the  western  part  of  the  state  around  July  1, 

But  said  Johnson,  a  slow  movement  of  grain  v;ould  enahle  Idaho  and  the 
rest  of  the  nation  "to  get  "by  in  good  shape," 

A.t-  the  present  time,  he  said,  railroads  are,  "strong  "box  cars,  "  in  contrast 
to  some  periods  la-st  year  when  there  v;ere  insufficient  cars  to  handle  the 
freight  load. 

The  government,   said  Johnson,  expects  a  "billion  Dushel  grain  harvest,  and 
the  impact  of  moving  this  crop,  or  part  of  it,  prol)a"bly  xvon' t  be  felt  until 
about  July  1, 

He_  said  a'bnormal  grain  movement  and  consequent  car  shortages  would  result 
if  growers  atterript  to  move  their  product  direct  from  the  fields  to  ternina.l 
markets,  '  ; 

Prom  Salt  Lake  City  (Utah)  Tri^oune,  May  23  - 

GULP  IIT  IXm-l  PRICES  LAID  TO  IISPPICIEITCY;  DI SCREPAITCY  IH  COST  LIICCED  TO 
lIUl-iBER  HAIIDLIHC-  PRODUCE  _  One  of  the  main  reasons  a  wide  gulf  exists  "between 
prices  paid  farmers  for  produce  and  the  price  consumers  pay  is  marketing  in- 
efficiency, R,  Harvey  Dastrup,  state  commissioner  of  agriculture,  declared 
Thursday, 

"In_  too  many  instances,  far  too  many  identities  ha.ve  contact  for  profit 
with  the  product  involved  prior  to  its  reaching  the  final  consujner,  "  he 
asserted.    An  efficient  marketing  system  vrould  eliminate  many  of  the  inter- 
mediate hands  in  the  long  distance  hetv/een  farm  and  ma-rket,  he  opined. 

Handlers  of  foodstuffs  do  not  charge  exor"bitantly  necessarily,  he  said, 
Dut  efficiency  in  the  marketing  field  v;ould  eliminate  some  of  the  final  con- 
sumer cost,  he  said, 
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Prom  BaliersiTi eld    Calif orni an,  May  19  - 


LAiTjD  PRICES  -  Editorial  -  Farmers,  economists,  veterans  who  v;ould 
like  to  "be  farmers,  and  "bariics  and  real  estate  agencies  will  follow  closely  the 
proceedings  of  a  conference  of  government  and  private  lending  agencies  and 
farm  leaders  in  Washington  June  9  on  the  su'bject  of  the  -present  dangerous 
inflation  of  farm  land  pricese 

The  meeting  has  been  called  hy  Secretary  of  Agriculture  Anderson  at  the 
suggestion  of  -J'resideno  Truman,  \^b.o  declared  he  is  deeply  concerned  over  the 
level  of  farm  real  estate  and  is  an::ious  to  prevent  a  collapse  such  aS  tiiat 
^^rhich  follov/ed  l^orld  War  I  and  brought  ruin  to  thousands  of  farmerso 

Figures  quoted  by  the  President  show  that  farm  land  values  nov;  stand  at 
92  per  cent  above  th<^  1935-39  average,     They  have-  increased  12  per  cent  since 
mrch,  19-15,    Sconom:  sts  generally  agree _  that  the  present  prices  cannot  be 
sustained  by  probable  long-tine  farm  earnings  and  in  this  case,  are  entirely 
out  of  line  with  fcj-m  earnings  of  record.    Continuance  of  this  situation  v/ill 
be  disastrous  to  farmers. 


Erom  Chicago  Sun,  May  26  - 

BAA^  BAA,  BLACK  SHEEP      Editorial  -  Wool  growing  accounts  for  an  in— 
finitesimol  fraction  of  this_  countrj^'  s  national  income^    3-ven  in  the  biggest 
vi/ool-producir.g  states,  income  from  that  product  represents  less  than  2  or  5 
per  cent  of  the  total  income»    Yet  for  the  sake  of  this  minor  economic  interest 
the  House  ipassed  a  bill  which  threatens  the  success  of  the  Geneva  trade  coi>- 
ferencCj  now  ujider  \\'S,y^  for  the  reduction  of  v/orld  tariff  ba-rriers^ 

The  ostensible  iDurpone  of  the  bill,  which  has  already  "passed  the  Senate, 
is  to  continue  for  two  years  more  the  wartime  device  by  which  the  government 
became  the  sole  buyer  of  American  wool,    By.t  it  involves  a  much  more  funda- 
mental issue,  nothing  less  than  the  future  of  our  entire  world  economic  policy. 


Prom  Little  Rock  (Ark,)  Gazette,  May  25  - 

THOSE  I[BZOSEJ!EE  POTATOES' AlTD  EEnERAL  LAW  -  Editorial  -  In  these  times  of  , 
food  shortage  and  high  prices,  the  federal  Production  and  Marketing  Administra- 
tion dumped  11,500  bushels  of  potatoes  in  the  woods  in  Alabama  and  deliberately 
ruined  them  with  kerosene.    But  a  PMA  representative  said  that  the  men  who 
are  comjilaining  in  Washington  about  the  -".estruction  of  these  potatoes  are 
the  ones  v/ho  m,ade  the  law  under  v/hich  pota,toes  are  destroyed  to  keep  prices 
upo     These  v;ere  surplus  B-  cin;e  potatoes. 

The  government  guarantees  the  farmer  90  per  cent  of  parity  for  all  po- 
tatoes, ho  Droc'xLces,     I'^hon  there  is  not  sufficient  demand  for  -potatoes  at 
support  prices  Vr.e  Agriculture  Department  bu.ys  the  surplus  supplies,  although 
we  are  told  that  efforts  are  made  to  make  use  of  pota'ures  bcu'^/'t  by  the  govern- 
ment 

It  might  naturally  be  said  that  the' government  should  have  given  these 
potatoes  away  inatea.d  of  destroying  thcm„     But  a  PiA.  spolzesman  m  Alabama  said, 
"We  can't  gi\'"e  these  potatoes' sway,-,  " 

Whnn  the  govermnent  undertakes  to  keep  up  the  price  of  a  farm  product  it 
can't  let  suroluses  of  this  product  be  dumped  on  the  market,     ^t  can't  even 
give  av/ay  suzh  suiriluses. 
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"'^  /  .        '^i'^'  <•>  Washington-  25,  D.  C. 

J  (The  nev/spapers  a^jid  magazti^^,  fr^r^^wilpli-  these  agricultural  items  are 

j  taken  are  on  file  in  J'cess^^^ervice^-  Ho6m^>41^*'^**^Phone  Gene  Harbison  at  6031.) 

'  --Pfom  ITev/  York  Times,  June  ^v-^ 

GRAIIT  C0I-.nvIia:43IITS  IST  -  St^tg^  -  Ge^ral  Gla7  disclosed  today  that 
340,000  tons  of  wheat  and  flour  hettsL  he'^i^^nipped  to  Germany  from  the  United 
.   States  since  ilay  1,     Despite  the  "teS^i£(fc  strain"  on  shipping  ■  facilities 
and  the  refusal  of  other  countries  to  permit  a' divergence  of  their  grain  allo~ 
cations  to  Germany,  he  said,  the  United  States  more  than  kept  its  promise  to 
supply  at  least  300, 'XO  tons  of  grain  in  May, 

*  *  *  * 

CUSTOilS  TA.EI3?  PAHL"_;Y  STILL  SpjilSDIiTG  III  GSHEVA  _  Geneva,  Switzerland  - 
A  spokesman  of  the  International  Trade  Conference  said  todaj'-.that  the  progress 
of  "bilateral  "bargaining  for  a  mutual  reduction  of  customs  tariffs  was  well 
up  to  schedule  and  that  the  negotiations  were  proceeding  at  su"bstantial  speed* 

Progress  on  the  drafting  of  amendments  to  the  world, trade  charter  is 
also  satisfactory,  the  spokeiaman  said.    He  added  that  no  major  snag  that  cou.ld 
not  "be  removed  "b;/  amica"ble  discussion  had  "been  struck,  ■  ' 

*  *  *  * 

MOilE  SUGAR  GEAITTSD  TO  FOOD  FHOGESSOaS  -  Washington  -  The  Agriculture 
Department  increased  sugar  allowances  toda.y  for  food  processors  and  canners 
as  a  Seriate  "banking  su'bcommittec  scheduled  a  hearing  for  tomorrow  on  a  "bill 
to  end  sugar  rationing  immedia.tely. 

The  department  raised  the  allowance  for^  most  fruit  canners  from  90  to 
100  per  cent  of  v/hat  they  u.scd  in  1941,     Some  other  canners  whose  hasic 
allowance  has  "been  "below  the  industry  average  received  the  promise  of  an 
incresac  to'bring  them  in  line  with  the  average,  ■• 

>  ^ 

^      5j(       sjc      3((  ' 

Prom  ITew  York  Journal  of  Commerce,  June  4  - 

MiiailS  HIT  P3DEHA.L  PASIu  PROGBAM  ~  Washington  ,~  Ropresentative  Poagc 
(Dcm,,  Tex,)  complained  today  he's  tired  of  hearing  witnesses  at  hearings  on 
a  long  range  agricultural  program  talk  a"bout  savings  while  ^no"body  tells  us 
just  whore  it  can  he  done," 

He  addressed  his  remarks  to  C,        Bailey,  president  of  the  American -Dank-^ 
crs  Association,  who  had  suggested  to  the  House  Agriculture  Committee  that 
economics  could  "be  achieved  through  consolidation  and  elimination  of  Goverrj^ 
ment  agencies'  supplying  farm  credit,, 

"I  agree,"  Poage  told  Bailey,,  "that  savings  should  "be  made,  "but  please 
specify  exactly  v;hich  functions'  should  "be  cut,.    Generalizations  are  not  v/orth 
the  paper  they  arc  v/rittcn  on,^" 

Bailey  replied  that  he  Was  "not  prepared"  at  this  time  to  make  specific 
recommendations,,    He  added  that  other  witnesses  would  do  so,- 

Jolon  U,.  Thomson,  vice  president  of  the  Banlc  of  Centerville,  S,D.,  and  a 
representative  of  the  American  BanJ^iers  Association,   then  told  the  committee 
that  elimination  of  direct  Goverrjuent  lending,   except  possi"bly  for  "disaster 
loans,  "  should  "be  "a  goal  to  "be  attained  as  rapidly  as  possihle, 

:^    >f:    ^  :jc 
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FrQm.lTcw  York.  Journal  of  Coi.iracrce,  June  4  - 

RSFIiDD  SUGA.H  DHi'lilTB  iEAVY  -  Demand  fo:^  refined  'sugar  among  v/holCGalcrs 
and  retailers  is  reported  to- "be' pouring  in 'to  ref  iners,  and  considoralilc  of 
a  pickup  in  demand  for  "bulk  sugar  from  indiitrial  asers  is  developing,  VThilo 
refiners  dinly  a  fcv/  weeks  ago  v/crc  "being  snowed  under. "by  the  surpluses  accumu- 
lating in  tiacir  plants  and  warehouses  for  lack  of  demand,  the  rate  of  orders 
teing  sulDmittcd  is  now  giving  them  concern  for  they  are  several  weeks  ochind 
in  their  shipments, 

'fnat  occurred  is  that  wholesalers  and  large  retailers  as  well  as  industrial 
users  tocame  overly  conscious  of  inventory  positions  and.  allowed  their  limited 
supplies  to  "become  exhausted,'    '^-cm  everyone  is  rushing  to  the  refiner  v;ith  an 
order  and  expecting  that  it  v;ill  "be  shipped  on  the  same  day. 


V/ILL  OPppSIil  EILL  TO'  DUCOFIROL  ■  SUQAJl  -  Ifeshington  -  Scdretary  of  Agriculture 
Clinton  P,  Anderson  and  Sugar  Rationing  Administrator  James  i-^arshall  arc  •• 
expected  to  oppose  immediate  decontrol  of  sugar  rationing  at  a  Senate  hearing 
tomorrox';,  on  the  grounds    that  insufficient  information  is  cttrrently  availa"ble 
to  take  such  a  step  now. 


LUGES  ESYISIOIT  OF  S'CdkR  'T^UOTA  ACT  -  Immediate  action        Congress  to  revise 
sugar  auota  legislation  and  increase  the  quotci-  the  United  States  permits 
Cu"ba  to  furnish  te  .consumers  here,  as  recom.mendcd  "by  Secretary  of  Agriculture 
Clinton  P,  Anderson  and  Secretary  of  State  George  C,  Marshall,- is  urged  oj* 
the  United  States  Cuhan-  Sugar  Council  in  ite  news  "bulletin  just  pu'blished, 

A  "bill  to  extend  the  dugar  auota  act  for  an  additional  year,  until  Dec, 
31,   1948,  has  "been  introduced  in  the  House  of  Hepresentatives  and  referred  to 
the  Agriculture  Committee, 


MPE3SSI0H  lil  US  VISl'/SD  UlTLIKSLY  _  ^iTashington  -  The  Congressional  IHco- 
nomic  Ccmraittec,  headed  "by  SGnr',tor  Eo'cert  A,  Taft  (Rep,,  Ohio),   today  .aaid 
a  survey  of  "business  expectations  for  1947  "does  not  give  any  real  suj^port  to 
the  theory  that  we  are  nearing  a  depression, " 

Announcing  pu"bli c" hearings  "beginning  Jrinc  23,  at  which  "business,  la"bor 
and  other  groups  will' "be  heard,   the  Congressional  Economic  Committee  reported 
the  su'bstantial  completion  of  a  survey  covering  "business  leaders  in  manufactur- 
ing, mining,   construction,  transportation,  finance  and  insurance  and  the  v;hole— 
sale  and-  retail  trade,  .     ..  • 

Prom  lle\-f  York  Ifall  Street  Journal,  JunC  4  - 

lm^  HAIL  D:jrHIG3.HA.T0R  GAR  iSIUDS  ITO  ICE  P03  ZERO  TErlPERATURES;  GETS 
AGRIGULTURE  HHPARTi  ZC  jST  'OK'  _  Ifeshinf' ton  -  A -reefer  revolution  is  on  the  way. 
The  U.  S,  Department  of  Agriculture  has  tested  and  pronounced  "OK"  a  new  tj'pc 
of  railroad  transportation  refrigerator  car  which  will  maintain  -zero -temp crat\3res 
without  'the  use  of  ice.     It  appears  liiely  to  oreak  a  transportation  "bottleneck 
that  has  pi.  .guo.d  the  frozen  food  industry  almost  from  the  day  o.f  its  "birth. 

,     .  n  
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From  the  Capital,  'Topelia, (Kans. ,.)-;' Maj^'  2'5,'  io^iy 

m  GOOD  GAIT  COilE  .OP  EERTILiZSR  D?J"73:  AUTHOE' P^S  ?L0¥,  COM-ISRCIAL  J1RTILIZ3H 
AS  RUIITERS  0?  SOIL  -  Edvard  H.  Jaullmer,  whose  sensational  "book  "Plowman's  Polly" 
attacked  the  noldboard  plow  as  the  villia.h  that  causes  depleted  soil,  in  his  new 
Dook  "'A  Second  Look,!^  pu-olished  "by  the  University  of  OklahoEja  Press,  takes  cormr.er- 
cial  fertilizers  to  task. 

"Ploiiffiianl s  Polly," -  v/hich  was  characterized  hy  Time  magazine  as  "being  "one 
of  the  most  revolutionary  ideas  in  agricult tiraJ  history,"  sold  3^^0*000  copies  and 
started  a  controversy  tliat  still  rages*    His  new  "book  threatens  to  "be  equally- con- 
troversial "because  he  strikes  directly  e.t  the  fertilizers  industry. 

"  Currentlj/,"  he  says,  "farmers  are  "being  urged  to  use  still  greater  quanti- 
ties of  lime  raid  other  'aids'  as  a  means  of  repe-iring  the  damage  alleged  to  have 
"been  done  to  their  soils  "by  the  extra  production  made  necessary  "by  the  war.  ITo 
permanent  good,  can  come  of  this  campai^,  and  much  real  harm  may  result." 

Paulknor,  who  has  recently  completed  an  intensive  tour  of  experiment  sta.tions 
and  agricultural  colleges,  could  find  "no  answer,  so,  far  as  I  have  "been  a"ble  to 
learn,  to  my  arg-uxicnt  tloat  the  earth  is  self- sufficient  for  nourishing  the  life  it 
develops.    I  ar;.  s-ore  that  there  is  no  refutation  possi"ble." 

The  incorporation  of  profuse  organic  raaterxals  into  the  surface  of  the  soil 
is  all  that  is  nccessa.ry  to  start  naturr.l  processes  toward  releasing  minerals  from 
the  soil  and  to  put  even  the  most  depleted  soils  tack  into  full  and  natural  pro- 
duction.   He  claims  tha,t  the  soil  provides  within  root  reach  enormous  tonnages  of 
all  the  miners,ls  that  plants  req^oire. 

Furthermore,  the  natural  plant  foods  thus  manufactured  in  the  soil  v/ill  make 
crops  m.uch  more  immune  to  plant  disea.se  and  insect  devastation* 


Prom  the  Post-Gazette,  Pitts"burgh,  (Pa«),  Hay  26,  - 

THE  WOOL  TAPISP-Sditorial-By  approving  the  wool-grah  till  last  Friday,  the 
House  of  Representatives  may  have  torpedoed  the  Geneva  trade  conference.  Cer- 
tainly we  must  seem  either  scheming  hypocrites  or  hopeless  fools  to  the  18 
nations  with  v;hich  we  have  "been  talking  a>,"bout  freeing  world  trade. 

For  while  ovx  State  Department  officials  ha,ve  "been  urging  an  end  to  prefer- 
ential tariffs  and  "bilatera.l  dealing,  our  isolationist  and  selfish  congressr.en 
have  voted  to  continue  wholesale  subsidies  for  the  wool-growing  industry  and  to 
raise  tariffs  on  imports  of  wool — most  of  v;hich  comes  frora  the  British  Siipire. 

The  wool-gra"b  bill,  which  has  already  been  passed  by  the  Senate,  does  just 
about  everythinr;  wo  have  been  trying  to  stojp  other  nations  from  doing.    Hot  only 
does  it  keen  the  x^resent  high  tariff  on  v;ool,  but  it  instructs  the  President  to 
raise  this  "bcj-rrier  whenever  imports  are  found  to  be  reducing  the  araount  of  dom.es- 
tic  fiber  produced,  ■      .     -    ■ ■  ■ 

,( 

Prom  the  Constitution,  Atlanta,  (Ga. ),  May  Zf  -  . 

INFLATED  FAPJi  LMI)  PHI CSS-Edi tori al-Al though  it  is  obvious  that  present  ex- 
cessive prices  for  farm  products  cannot  lon^:  continue,  the  price  of  farm,  lands 
has  not  yet  sho\m  a,ny  tendency  to  come  do\ni  into  the  realm  of  reality.  Land 
prices  here  in  Gcorria  and  elsewhere  are  ba,sed  on  the  high  prices  and  high  profits 
farriers  have  been  earning  during  the  "gp.st  few  years,  but  do  not  reflect  the  real 
long-term. .value  of  the  farr.s  through. good  tim.es  ajid  bad. 
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From  Detroit  (Mich.)  Free  Press,  May  ST,  19^7  - 

#  -     .  . 

COJMTEIADICTICF  IN  POTATOES  -  Editorial  -  Thb  recent  picture  and  news  story 
of-  the  destruction  "by  Governmont  officials  of  50  tons  of  potatoes  in  Alahama  has 
created  a  wave  of  pulslic  indignation  scarcely  equaled  in  recent  times. 

And  very  rightly  sol 

For  accompanying  news  dispatches  tell  of  potato  shortages  in  several,  rpgions 
of  the  United  States.    In  Eichmond,  Va.,  for  example,  the  lack  of  potatoes  in  the 
markets  was  so  acute  that  carloads  were  rushed  in  from  Canada  and  sold  for  fancy 
prices.    And  at  the  same  time,  the  Government  was  buying  up  and  destroying" pota- 
toes on  farms  -^vathin  30  miles  of  Eichmond. 

It  is  such  instances  as  these  that  make  the  puhlic  seriously  douht  the 
reports  of  the  Government  that  potatoes  cannot  he  shipped  economically  for  the 
relief  of  famine  in  foreign  countries.    They  can  be  shipped  to  the  United  States 
from  Canada  at  premium  prices  for  Canadian  growers. 

The  cost  of  destroying  United  States  gro^Ti  potatoes  in  order  to  keep  the 
price  up  is  $80,000,000.    Yet  President  Turman  in  one  breath  says  prices  arc  too 
high  and  in  the  other  that  taxes  cannot  safely  be  cut. 

Quito  obviously,  under  the  kind  of  an  agricultural  progrojn  that  his  Admini- 
stration is  supporting,  there  is  no  chance  for  either  lower  prices  or  taxes. 


From  the  New  Orleans  (La.)  Timos-Picayunc,  May  26,  19^7  - 

COTTON  KTLLEE?  -  Editorial  -  The  first  setback  to  the  chemical  phase  of 
the  state's  campaign  against  excess  waterway  vegetation  is  reported  from  the 
.Ouachita -Morehouse  parish  section,  where  an  estimated  2000  acres  of  cotton  crops 
along  Bayou  Bartholomew  wore  reportedly  destroyed  by  a  2,4-1)  spray.    The  weed- 
killer, developed  by  the  United  States  bureau  of  agricultural  research  has  hither- 
to proved,  in  experiments  and  in  control  work  conducted  by  army  engineers  and  state 
\,aldlifo  authorities,  an  effective  slayer  of  water  hya,cinth  and  alligator  grass, 
yet  harmlcsss  to  rice  and  sugar  cane  crops.     l\Oaether  the  hyacinth  or  some  other 
form  of  clogging  vegetation  was  being  attacked  on  Bayou  Bartholomew  is  not  clear, 
but  considerable  injury  may  have  been  done  to  public  recoption  of  the  program  as 
well  as  to  the  formers  affected  near  Monroe. 

According  to  Dr.  Clair  Brown,  Louisiana  State  University  agronomist,  cotton 
is  among  the  plants  extremely  susceptible  to  slight  quantities  of  this  rather 
mysterious  blighter  of  growth  processes.    That  being  known,  a,s  well  as  the  ever- 
present  possibility  of  a  drifting  of  poison-spray  aerially  o,pplied,  an  answer 
seems  very  much  in  order  to  the  blunt  question:     "How  come?" 


From  Louisville  (KY.  )  Courier-Journal,  May  27,  19^7- 

AN  OWRLOOKED  EEASON  FOE  HIGH  FOOD  PEICES  -  Editorial  -  There  is  a  lot  of 
more  or  loss  scientific  discussion  of  high  prices  and  the  reasons  for  them.  Some 
of  these  reasons,  quite  clear  to  the  professional  economist,  arc  beyond  the  ken  of 
the  man  on  the  street--things  like  the  great  increase  in  money  supply  because  of 
the  war  and  the  Government's  need  to  borrow  tremendously.    The  very  flood  in  which 
money  poured  out  tended  to  cheapen  it,  and  this  means  inflation. 

.  But  it  strikes  us  that  there  are  other  things,  too,    I'/here  food  prices  are 
concerned,  o.  swift  glance  at  a  report  by  the  U,S.  Department  of  Agriculture  finds 
seme  light.     Our  o\-7n  eating,  as  well  as  the  necessity  of  sending  food  abroad  and 
thus  shortening  our  supply,  is  not  to  be  overlooked.    The  country  has  got  into  the 
habit  of  eating  more  and  better  thcan  ever  before.    Its  demands  are  having  their' 
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From  New  York  Times,  June  5  - 

;a\JDERSOK  OPPOSES  END  OF  SUGAR  CURB:  BUT  HE  SAYS  U.S.  IS  'VERY  CLOSE 
TO  POINT'  mYRE  RATIONING  CAN  BE  ElIDED-Washingbon-Clinton  P.  Anderson, 
Secretary  of  Agriculture,  informed  the  Senate  Banking  Subcommittee  of  Sugar 
today  that  the  country  is  "very  close  to  the  point"  where  household  rationing 
of  the  product  can  be  ended  but  said  it  was  "much  safer"  to  continue  controls 
for  the  present. 

He  insisted  that  the  nation's  supply  must  be  assured  and  stable 
before  decontrol  can  be  undertaken  and  expressed  fear  of  what  might  happen 
if  rationing  were  ended  at  this  time, 

"With  the  present  very  low  price  of  sugar,"  he  said,  "many  might 
be  led  to  lay  in  large  supplies  to  protect  themselves  against  the  price  situation 
for  the  next  year," 

His  testimony  was  given  at  a  hearing  on  a  bill  proposing  immediate 

decontrol c 

Mr,  Anderson's  position  and  figures  were  cnallenged..  by  l^jalter 
S.  Mack,  president  of  the  Pepsi-Cola  Company,  m.o  said  the  United  States 
could  count  on  10,000,000  tons  of  eugar  for  the  current  year^  enough  to 
permit  immediate  decontrol. 

He  said  that  the  Department  of  Agriculture,  ?/hich  recently  assured 
housewives  of  thirty  five  pounds  of  sugar  with  the  prospect  of  a  further 
allotment  for  canning,  seeks  to  perpetuate  controls  by  "dumping  sugar  on  the 
housewife."    He  charged  the  average  honsewife  coi^ld  not  use  this  sugar  but 
was  buying  it  to  use  up  stamps,  ' 

^  fack's  figures  were  attacked  by  James  H.  Marshall,  director  of 

the  Sugar  Branch  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture.    He  said  they  were  too  high 
m  most  instances.  ^ 

assured  A  fiS  mn^?""^  position,  the  Secretary  said  the  country  was 

assured  6,800,000  tons  of  sugar  for  the-  calendar  year,  enough  to  give  the 
average  A  merican  about  90  percent  of  what  he  consumed  in  prewar  lays 


an  extension  so  far  as  grains  are  concerned,  until  Dec,  3I. 


T  [  B  R  A  H  Y 
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From  N.Y.  Journal  of  Commerce,  June  5  -  ; 

CUBA  THREj'iTH-tS  SUG/iR  EXPORT  CURB:  PRODUCTION  TO  J'UY  31  at  6,209,000- 
Cuba  is  planning  to  halt  all  sugar  shipments  to  the  United  States  alter  July  31 
unless  the  United  States  acts  to  increase  Cuba's  share  of  the  United  States 
market  under  the  sugar  quota  system,  diplomatic  officials  in  Washington  said 
yesterday. 

The  sugar  act  of  1937  comes  up  soon  either  for  revision  on  extension 
in  its  present  form  for  another  year.    The  Cubans  feel  that  mless  some  recogni- 
tion is  given  to  them  for  their  performance  in  making  sugar  supplies  available 
during  the  war  years  at  relatively  low  prices  this  year,  their  record  a  year 
hence  mil  be  forgotten, 

Cuba  to  May  3I  produced  6,208^94-0  short  tons,  raw  value,  according 
to  figures  received  by  cable  from  Cuba  yesterday.    Ninety  seven  mills  have 
finished  grinding,  leaving  64  still  operating-. 


■  EGYPTIAN  COTTON  HARD  HIT  BY  FORIviS-Cairo-Egypt  is.  suffering  its 
worst  cotton  -vrorm  attack  in  a  quarter  of  a  century. 

About  1,000,000  acres  have  been  hit  by  the  worms  and  the  situation 
is  described  by  agricultural  officials  as  "very  bado"    Cotton  in  the  Delta 
was  a  main  target, 

iibdel  Aziz  Salem  Bey,  Undersecretary  of  the  Ministry  of  .agriculture 
said  the  Government  has  mobilized  more  than  a  million  laborers  throughout 
Egypt  to  clear  the  leaves  of  worms. 


ASKS  US  ENCOUPiiGE  FERTILIZER  INDUSTRY-Washington-The  importance  of 
encouraging  rather  than  discouraging  private  enterprise  by  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment ras  stressed  by  Louis  ITare,  president  of  International  Minerals  8:  Chemical 
Corp,,  in  testimony  today  before  the  Senate  -Agriculture  Comnittee, 

^^r,  ""'are  appeared  before  the  committee  in  connection  vath  hearings 
on  a  bill  to  establish  a  Government  fertilizer  plant  as  provided  in  the  proposed 
National  Soil  Fertility  Act  of  1947. 

SUGAR  R.\TI0N  RISE  DEIMIED  FOR' DRUGS-Vfesnington-The  Crovernment  today 
formally  denied  an  industry  appeal  for  a  20  percent  boost  in  sn^r  allocations 
to  the  entire  drug  manufacturing  industry. 

^.         ^  .  ^"^^  letter  to  the  American  Drug  Manufacturers  Association,  Irvine 
Rice,  administrator  of  the  sugar  rationing  administration,  denied  that  the 
pnarmaceutical  industry  is  already  r eceiving  preferential  treatment  in  sugar 
allotments  and  that  the  Go-ernment  has  not  found  a  shortage  of  sugar  containing 
medic mals  to  exist  today,         ■  .  •  b  5  6 

From  ^"all  Street  Journal,  June  5  - 

FOOD  CONJERENCETDBE.HELDIN  R.RIS  THIS  SUIvB.iER-V.^ashington-Paris  has  been 
Chosen  as  the  site  of  an  international  food  conference  to  be  held  this  summer.  Its 
aim  IS  to  help  European  shortage  areas  plan  oetter  management  of  their  own  supplie- 

conference  v/ill  oe  sponsored  oy  tiie  United  wfltnnnc.  T?..r^H  -.^a   ■  • 
culture  Organisation  and  the  Internltional  Bnerger.c/Food  Cou'cU. 

  Farm  Digest  1125-^7-2 


From  Chicago  Triloune,  May  27  — . 

iroSLIj  3:jC-G-IiTC-  GHAIil;  SPUPJTS  U.   S.  PCTAT03S;  RSiUSUS  TO  PAY  TOR  COST  OF 
DRYIiTG-  -  Ifesliington  -  Surope  is  starving  and  wazits  5  million  tons  ( 180  million 
"bushels)  of  grain  from  the  United  States  and  Canada,  "b'ut  it  won' t  talis  our 
surplus  potatoes  even  if  're  offer  them  for  only  the  cost  of  r.ehydrating  them 
—  alDout  1;1-  cents  for  10  pounds  of  raw  potatoes. 

This  paradox  today  v;as  offered  the  international  emergency  food  council 
attended  here  hy  34  nationSo    A  hizarre  picture  was  portrayed  of  wide-spread 
hunger  and  possilDle  rioting  ahroad  while  the  United  States  "buys  up  thousands 
of  "bushels  of  good  potatoes  to  support  the  market,  dumps  them  and  leaves  them 
to  rot^ 

D,  A,  FitzQ-erald,   secretary  genera,l  of  the  food  council,  told  the  dele- 
gates the  world's  food  stocks  v/ere  at  the  lowest  elD,     In  perhaps  12  countries 
the  eitua-tion  is  so  precarious  a  delay  of  harvest  of  so  much  as  a  iv-eek  could 
"be  the  deciding  factor,  he  said,  on  whether  rationing  sj-'stems  "break  dov/n* 


From  Denver  (Colo J  Post,  I-Iay  26  - 

A  SriAliUFUL  POLICY  -  Editorial  -  There' s  sense  to  the  anti-waste  oill 
introduced  "by  Senator  Johnson  of  Colorado,    His  measure  v/ould  r^ake  it  a  crimi- 
nal offense  for'  anj/  government  official  to  order  the  destruction  of  food- 
stuffs D.crely  to  maintain  the  price  level  of  a  commodity, 

A  federal  policy  of  spending  millions  of  dollars  to  maintain  high  price's 
at  a  time  vmen  the  president  is  pleading  for  price  redf-ctions  is  iDad  enough, 
Sut  when  it  is  coupled  with  a  practice  of  destroying  food  surpluses,  as  v.^s 
done  las-t  year  in  the  case  of  potatoes,  for  example,   congress  certairHy 
should  pass  a  law  to  stop  such  v/anton  wastCo 

The  sca.rcity  method  of  promoting  prosTDcri t^'■  is  all  wrong.     If  any  restric- 
tions are  going  to  l3e  placed  on  production,   those  should  "be  imposed  volun- 
tarily "by  producers  themselves_  and  not  "by  government  m.andate.     It  it  morally 
v?rong  and  should  "be  legally  a  crime  for  governmx:nt  officials  to"  destroy  food 
to  keep  prices  at  a  high  level, 

•^rora  Jackson  (-liss,)   Clr-rionr-Ledger  -  Hay  25  — 

S3C0ID  HIGH  POSK  PRICES  SEEiT  AS  A  FALL  POSSIBILITY^-  Editorial  -  Chicago 
reports  an  alarming  prediction  that  pork  prices  may  set  a  new  high  record 
next  fall  and  winter,  and  the  source  of  the  prophecy  enhances  its  impressivo- 
ness. 

This  is  not  a  prophecy  "by  aioj/  organization  of  hog  producer s, anj/  trader 
v;ho  might  "be  "bia,sed,  any  market  expert  or  economist,  nor  even  "by  anj^'  govern- 
m;nt  agencies,     T]ne  Ai'aerican  "Veterinary  Medical  Association,  meeting  in 
Chicago,   sponsors  the  prophecy. 

The  vctinarians  forsee  rising  pork  prices  "because  of  a  pork  scarcity  next 
fall  and  v/inter  resulting  from  "trmiendous  losses  in  the  spring  "ba"by  pig  crop," 
Association  si^okesmon  said  that  in  some  localities,  "ba'Dy  pig  losses  ranged  up 
to  75  percent,  al)out  three  times  the  norm^al  fatility  rate, 

■'■hat  doesn't  make  pleasant  reading  for  anylDod;'-,   the  hog  raisers,   the  pack- 
ing house  -people,   or  the  -consumers. 
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xi-om  San  ^ie^o  (Calif)  Union,  ilr:;  PA  - 

TO  PHOHILIT  POTATO  3U?I^1"3-  -  I^ditorial  -  ::hc  national  administration 
seems  to  find  it  impossiolc  to  v/ea.n  itself  awa:'  from  the  original  lTci<;  Deal 
economic  policy  of  killing  off  little  pig;  and  plcving  under  crops.  Senator 
Johnson  of  Colorado  and  Senator  Hurray  of  Wisconsin  have  felt  it  necessary 
to  introduce  a  "bill  to  forljid  the  "burning  of  potatoes  "by  agencies  of  the 
federal  govcrmncnte     ^heir  action  was  prompted  by  the  recent  destruction  of 
several  million  "bushels  of  potatoes  in  -Alabama,    Although  a,ttractin~  less 
attention,  vast  quantities  of  this  staple  vegetr,"ble  have  "been  "burned  "'oy 
governrno-it  order  in  California  and  Idaho, 

'•^he  government' s  cxciise  for  this  v;holesale  destruction  of  food  is  that 
it  must  protest  the  market  jpj^ice  of  potatoes  "by  preventing  anj/  su"bstantial 
surplu*-.    On  two  separate  occasions  it  has  followed  the  same  course  "by 
destroying  hundreds  of  carloads  of  eggs,    ■'^t  the  present  time  Uncle  San  ha-s 
some  400-odd  million  pounds  of  v;ool  on  his  hands,  "bought  to  sta'bilize  tlie 
pricco 

Back  of  all  this  sort  of  conniving  is  the  ITew  Deal  idea  that  "the  govern- 
ment knov;s  bettor  ho\\f  to  run  the  agriculture  of  the  country  than  the  indivi- 
duals ';ho  have  made  it  their  life  jo"b*    Once  you  start  a  program  of  intor- 
prise  and  trying  to  rcgij.la,te  nature  there  is  no  end  to  conipli cations. 


J'rom  La,  Crosse  (Wis,)  I'rihune,  liay  25  - 

PARI  LAilD  PEICliS  -  Editorial  -  Po?si'bly,  as  some  government  financial 
experts  are  reported  to  believe.  President  Truman' s  concern  over  farm  land 
prices  has  come  too  late^ 

If  they  arc  right  in  believing  that  inflation  hr-s  run  its  course,  there 
is  a  possibility  that  declining  prices  of  fa.rm  products  will  automat ica.lly 
correct  the  situation, 

■'^ut  the  conference  of  banlccrs,   insurance  compaiv  directors,  farm  organi- 
zation officials  and  government  representatives  called  by  the  president  can 
serve  a  useful  jmrToose,     '-'■he  fact  that  the  administration  has  thus  empha- 
sized the  problem  should  be  helpful.     It  constitutes  a  warning  to  potential 
buyers  of  farm  properties  to  look  before  their  loa,p, 

Mr,  Truman's  letter  to  Secretary  of  Agriculture  Anderson  makes  it  clea.r 
that  he  is  v/orried  about  farmers  and  2:)articularly  veterans,  who  are  "going 
heavily  into  debt  to  purchase  farms  at  inflated  prices," 

Prom  San  ■^ntonie(  ^'ex, )  -i^xprcss,  liay  26  - 

1332  PAPdO.  S  AlTD  QPPOHTUiTITY  -  Tree  farmers  and  forest  industries  in 
Texas  fa.ce  r>n  incomparable  opportunity:  Together  they  can  develop  a.nd  support 
a  great  integrated  system  of  v;ood-using  enterprises  that  would  apply  the  pro- 
cesses vror::ed  out,  or.  perfected,  at  Texas  J'orcst  Products  Research  Laboratorj-- 
in  Lufkin,     Those  wills  would  utilize  the  cclltilcse  lignin  and  v;bod  sugars 
which  'JeJ:vjrc  stores  abunda^ntly  in  pines,  .gums,   oaics,   elms,  ash,  maples  and 
other  treer,  v/ritcs  'Hctor  H,  5chof f elraayer ,   ch^irma-n  of  Texas  Chemurgic 

<^ouncil,  pointing  to  the  forests  as  "the  State^  s  most  valuable  renewable 
natural  resource," 
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From  Nevf  York  Times,  June\6.:* 

\ 

YUGOSLAV  FOOD  AMPLEs  TTTO'S  AIDES  REPORTED  TO  HAVE  BOUGHT  ITALIAN  GRi'ilN- 
Belgrade-The  food  crisis  here  has  passed  Tdth  the  advent  of  hot  weather 
and  spring  vegetables  and  fruit  are  plentiful. 

However,  Yugoslavia  overcame  the  grain  shortage  by  buying  wheat  in 
Italy  directly  from  peasants  on  strictly  private  deals,  authoritative  sources 
said  said. 

Premier  Marshal  Tito's  agents  throughout  Italy  offered  high  prices  to 
Italians,  it  is  understood. 

Through  puTchasing  grain  on  the  black  market  in  Italy,  Yugoslavia 
circumvented  United  States  refusal  of  aid. 


BUFFALO  MILLS  HIT  IN  GRillN  SfflPTIE-UP-!  STRIKE  OF  350  PIER  SHOVELERS 
THREATENS  COmETE  SHUTDOM  OF  FLOUR  OPERATIONS-Buf falo-Picket  lines  established 
today  by  striking  grain  shovelers  ?ialted  activities  at  all  twenty  waterfront 
elevators  and  threatened  a  full  shutdown  of  operations  in  the  country's 
biggest  flour  milling  center. 

More  than  350  grain  shovelers  who  struck  Monday  for  a  guaranteed  $50 
vreekly  wage  were  joined  in  the  work  stoppage  this  morning  by  nearly  400  grain 
elevator  employes  r.^ho  observed  the  picket  lines. 


STRIKE  TIES  PUERTO  RICO  PIERS-San  Juan-A  stevedore  strike  has  halted  sugar 
shipments  from  all  Puerto  Rican  ports  except  San  Juan  and  unless  it  is  settled 
withm  the  the  next  week  all  cut  cane  now  on  the  island  may  be  lost,  a  member 
of  the  Association  of  Sugar  Growers  said  here  today. 

The  strike  grew  out  of  vfage  disputes  betvreen  stevedores  affiliated  vath 
the  International  Longshoremen's  Association  and  some  shipping  companies. 
San  Juan^pier  yrorkers  are  members  of  the  Union  De  Trabjadores. 

Thirty  four  of  the  island' s  thirty  seven  sugar  mills  were  still  grinding, 
an  official  said,  but  storage  space  vras  exhausted  and  more  than  400,000  tons 
of  sugar  were  laying  in  warehouses  and  piersheds. 


^REE  FOOL:  SPE.\KER  AT  INDUSTRY  LUNCHEON  DEPLORES  T;J?IFF 
.Hll  Hn^    •      T  ''^y^''  proposed  additional  fee  on  wool  imports  by  Congress 
and  .ustrSir%    T.'^^^J?'  '"'""^'^  '"""^  relations  between\his  country 
L?rT      Snn^f i  ^  Sir  Lloyd  Dumas,  chairman  of  the  board  of  Advertiser  Newspapers 

Assiciftion  wstp:'""'  f  '^"^"^^"^  ^^^^^^^  °^  lndus?r^ 

Association  yesterday.    Sir  Lloyd  pointed  out  that  the  Australian  Government 

^n  J^pa'r^sLiL'r  '.'^'^^       "-^^  P-^^--  textlleHade 

^  E         S^^lar  cooperation  he  said,  should  be  forthcoming  from  the  U  S 
m  not  discriminating  against  Australian  tooI.  . 
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From  "^'all  Street  Journal,  June  6  - 

PEGGED  PKECES  PUGUE  THE  GOVEPMENT'S  ECONOMIC  EXPERTS  .-Federal  Trade 
Commission  investigators  study  the  effect  of  "fair  trade"  lavrs  on  retail  prices. 
They  v;ant  to  knovr:     (1)  If  retailers  exceed  "recommended"  manufacturer  markups 
(2)  if  consumer  resistance  is  really  bringing  some  prices  doT/n. 

Officials  cite  recent  tire  price  cuts  as  proof  that  even  a  mild  buyers 
strike  v.dll  work— if  prices  arent  held  rigid  by  fair  trade  contracts,  FTC 
thinks  both  men's  and  women's  ready  made  clothing,  how  piling  up,  may  be  the 
next  victim,  ■  .  ■ 


WOOL  TiiRIFFS  in  the  pending  bill  won't  stick.    Legislators  may  vrrlte  out 
the  higher  duty  provision.    If  they  don't  Truman  veto  is  certain.  .Then 
Congress  will  rush  through  another  bill,  amed  mainly  at  supporting  domestic 
prices,  mthout  the  tariff  boosting  provision.-  _ 


ODT  S.-YS  vlCST  H'.S  EJR  Sl-LjiE  Qi'  liCfx  C^Jcb:  JOI41.iOW  TLlLo  CONGRESbiviEN  C.JtS 
ARE  BEING  IvLSSED  THERE  TO  ST.JiT  MOVING  THE  uhEtJI  CRUP-\jashington-viestern  shippers 
"are  getting  their  fair  share  of  box  cars,"  the  airector  of  the  Office  of 
Defense  Transportation  said, 

J.  Monroe  Johnson  told  a  caucus  of  western  Congressmen  investigating 
the  current  shortage  of  freight  cars;    "The  west  is  getting  all  the  cars  we 
can  get  to  it," 

''He  T/ere  and  still  are  massing  cars  in  the  vrest  to  start  moving  the 
south?jest  wheat  crop,"  he  explained. 


NORTff^EST  PUNT  SHIPS  EERST  ALCOHOL  Fii'J)E  OF  CHIPS         SAVDUST:  IT'S  "FIT 
TO  DRINK"  BUT  IITOUSTRI/.L  USERS  ¥,1LL  GET  IT .-Springf ield-Sav.rdust  is  being  trans- 
muted into  high  grade  alcohol  here  in  the  first  plant  of  its  kind  in  the  U.S. 

Although  the  equipment  is  big  and  complex,  the  basic  idea  of  the  process 
based  on  German  patents,  is  simple.    Food    cellulose  is  treated  with  acids, 
turning  it  into  simple  sugars  similar  to  those  in  corn  syrup.    The  sugars  then 
are  fermented  and  distilled.    The  result  is  190  proof  ethyl  alcohol — fit  for 
drinking . 

First  shipments — 8,000  gallons — of  sawdust  alcohol  were  made  a  few  days 
ago  to  U.S.  Industrial  Chemical  Co.  of  Chicago.    Although  it'  s  palatable, 
all  the  alcohol  produced  here  probably    vdll  go  for  industrial,  not  drinld.ng 
purposes , 


From  N.Y.  Journal  of  Commerce,  June    6  - 

SUG.'iR  DELi'i-IS-The  box  car  shortage  is  delaying  the  :aovement  of  sugar  out 
of  Baltimore,  trade  sources  report.    Demand  for  packaged  supplies  continues 
heav^^  and  refiners  are  tvro  weeks  behind  on  orders.    Some,  firming  in  prices 
for  off  shore  refined  is  noted  but  there  are  still  quantities  available  at 
8.15c. 
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Fron  To.llas  (Texe)  ITev/s,  May  31  -     _  ■ 

in-S  EAiTGARS  USGE.D  YOR  liTHEAT  STCHAGIi      Austir-  -  Idle  airport  hangars  should 
Tdc  used  to- store  Texas'  li\inpcr  \'/hcat '.crop  during  the  current /'Doxear  shortage, 
Gov,  Soauford  Ec  Jester  suggested  ^'riday^j  .  - 

The  Governor  reconncnded  that  county  agents  utilizc.'for  v/hoat  storage  all 
.onrpty  hangars  which  have  concrete  floors  and  are  rainproof. 

"Tfncat  faroers  night  select  individuals  to  act" as  wr.rehouse  superintendents 
who  would  issue  receipts  to  all  farmers  who  are  urxahlo  to -transport  their  grain 
iDy  rail  l3ut  could  haul  the  wheat  to  hangars  "by  truck,"  Jester-  said. 

?-Ilio  situation  presents  a  challenge  to  the  initiative  and  ingenuity  of  county 
agents  in  the  :wheat-grov;ing  counties ,  of  Texas _^ 

The  Governor's  statement  v/as  made  after  a  conference  with  Chairnan  Srnest 
0.  Thompson  of  the  Railroad  Commission,  just  "back  from  a  Kansas  City  conference 
to  determine  hov;  the  rccord-hrcaMng  harvest  can  "best  "be  handled,    ''^heat  alread^^ 
is  "being'  gathered  in  ^'exas» 

Sixteen  hundred  freight  cars  daily  v;ill  Idc  provided  for  moving  the  "billionr- 
"bushcl  crop,  in  the  next  ninety  days,  and  a  ojaick  turn-around  vail  facilitate  the 
movement  of  wheat  to  protective  storage,  Tiaompson  said. 

The  program,  as  outlined  "by  sijc  wheat-state  Governors,   calls  for  filling 
first  the  elevators  nearest  to  the  fields,  and' secondly  the  larger  elevators  west 
of  the  Mississippi,  at  such  points  as  Amarillo,  I'fichita  Falls,  Fort  Worth,  Kansas 
City  and  Minneapolis,     Cars  traveling  west  of  the  Mississippi  could  ''oo  refilled 
every  four  or  five  days,  while  shipments  to  Eastern  points  would  require  con- 
sidera,"bly  longer,  Thompsoo  expla,ined, 

Soth  Thompson  and  Jester  emphasized  the  importance  of  getting  the  "big  crop 
under  cotrcr  quickly,  to  prevent  its  spoilage-. 

From  Lincoln  (lTc"br.)  State  Journal,  May  29  -      .  - 

BOX  CAES  QAlPT  i"I3ST  STA.TS  -  A  part  of  lle"braska' s'  anticipated  humper 

wheat  crop  vdll  have  to  "be  stored  on  the  gound  despite  the  fact  that  more  "box 
cars  v/ill  "be  availa"ble,  Gov,  Val  Peterson  said  Ifednesdcay, 

The  governor  returned  from  a  Ka.nsas  City  conference,  held  Tuesdajr,  to  -report 
that  the  railroads  are  going  to  send  more  cexs  into  the  midwest  area  during  the 
harvest  period,    Hov/ever,  the'  governor  sa,id,   due  to  a  larger  crop,  there  will  "be 
pro"ba"bly  as  much  v;heat  piled  on  the  ground  this  y  ar  as  la.st  when  an  estimated,, 
10,000,000  "bushels  was  so  handledo  ■ 

To  move  wheat  from. the  fields  in  six  midwest  states  will  require  365,000 
cars.  To  help  meet  the  demand,  the  railroads  have  agreed  to  have  17, 000"""ca,rs 
availa"ble  in  the  a,rea  for  use  as  soon  as  harvesting  "begins, 

■^nc  governor  suggested  to  the  group  that  a  shuttle  service  "be  set  up  to  pre- 
vent the  loaded  cars  from  "being  sent  to  the  eastern  sea"board,    Peterson  expla,ined 
that  once  the  cars  cross  the  Mississippi  river  they  do  not  retxirn  for  six  or 
seven  v/eekSo 

It  f/je.s  also  p-.^cposed  that  a  BO  da^-  em"bargo  against  shipment  of  grain  east  of 
the  Mississippi  during  the  harvest  rush''be  imposed^ 

Jctcrson  sa,id  if  this  plan,  ig  adopted  and  shuttle  service  instituted,  it  will 
"be  of  great  value  in  moving  the  crop. 
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I'roa  ITcw  Orleans  Tine s-P i cayunc ,  May  27  - 

AITOSEH  POOD  COUJiiaSHCS  _  Editorial  -  Secretary  of  Agriculture  Anderson 
rccomends  the  sunnoninj^  of  another  v;orld  food  conference,  to  "be  hold  in 
Europe  next  J^ily,     It  would  have  as  its  prinary  purpose  the  tightenin^up 
of  food  nanagenent  "in  the  countries  likely  to  have  another  year  of  shorta_'^es,  " 
It  is  pror.Tpted,  we  gather,  "by  crop  sunriarios  and  estinates  f oreshad':^-/ in^ 
another  food  crisis  that  nay  attain  starvation  proportions  in  sono  areas  dur- 
ing the  vveeks  or  nonths  preceding  the  1948  harvests 

Such  a  conference,  sug^^ests  Secretary  Anderson,  should  do  two  things! 
Sxplain  the  "urgent  necessity"  for  conserving  imported  supplies,  to  nake ■ 
then  last  longer;  a,nd  "discuss  food  programs  for  shortage  areas  ivith  special 
enpha-sis  upon  of  securing  na.:cinu.n  collection  of  grains  fron  farns  in 

those  areas* " 

'xliesc  e,re  lauda-tle  purpose s,    Whether  they  car.  "be  accoriplished  oy  a  world 
conference  we  'do  not  Imowo     It  appears  that  earlier  food  conferences  have 
done  little  cither  to  increase  food  production  in  the  faninc  areas,  or  to 
insure  naxinun  collection  and  fair  distri"bu.tion  of  foods  produced  in  those 
areas,    These  virtual  failures  help  to  explain  the  current  food  crisis  in 
G-ernan,y#    ?ood  production  has  laggcd_ uncnn3cicna,"bly  in  the  regions  occupied 
"by  Western  Allies,  and  distr ihution  according  to  report  has  "been  scanda,lously 
unfa^ir, 

Ttcu  Charlotte  (IT, C.)  Ohserver,  May  30  -  . 

TOSACCO  STUDY  IJOT  CHISRFJL;  SOIOITS  IBGU  TOBACCO  STATES  CLIITG  TO  M'EAK 
HQPS»  ESGARDING  BRITISH  IMPORTS  -  Washington  -  Tohacco-state  congressmen  mil 
try  to  na.intain  tohacco  prices  clo<^e  to  their  1948  high  levels,  despite_  the 
severe  drop  in  Brisich  purchases  which  is  e:qocctod  to  follow  the  hea'v^j^  new 
excise  ta,xes  there,  Representative        Bayo.rd  Clark  of  Tayetteville,  xT,C^, 
said  toda-y^ 

■A-  committee  consisting  of  Representatives  Clark  and  Cooley  of  ITortii  Carolina 
and  Chapnan  Gregory  and  Clcnent  of  Kentucky  repcrtpd  to  the  toTDaccc—state 
group  the  results  of  their  recent  conferences  ivith  the  British  anltassador. 
Lord  Inverchapel,  in  protest  against  the  tax  "bocsto 

^he  antessador  "vigorously  denied  that  the  United  States  dollrrs  acouircd 
throu.gh  the  Anerican  loan  a.re  heing'used  to  "buy  tohacco  in  ar^y  other  country," 
Clark  saidc   "Britain    is  not  novr  "buying  nor  does  it  intend  to  "buy  er.-ipire 
or  Mediterranean  to"bacco  in  the  place  of  Anerican  to"baccc.     v/hich  has  o.nounted 
to  fivo-sixths  of  all  to"bacco  imported  "by  Britain,"  he  added.     The  tax  v;ill 
reduce  purcliascs  of  tohacco  fron  all  sourceSp 


Pron  Louisville  (iCyJ  Tines,  May  28  - 

•JOR  PRACTICAL  PA3iHiTG  ~  The  Anerican  Parn  Brireau  Federation  "backs  a  soil 
fertility  hill  v/hich  is  designed  to  effect  systenatic  exanination  of  soils 
and  opplication  of  the  right  tjrpcs  of  fertilizers  where  fertilization  is 
ncededo     Inasnuch  as  it  costs  as  nuch  to  fence  and  to  cultiv£ite  land  which 
will  yield  ten  "bushels  of  corn  to  the  acre  as  it  does  to  fence  and  cultivate 
land  v;hich  will  yield  100  bushels  an  acre,  no  "body  can  argue  reasona"bly  tnat 
keeping  the  land  poor,  keeping  the  farmer  poor,  would  "be  def ensi"blc<| 

Parn  Pigcst  1225-47 


serve 

DAILY  Fmi  NE¥[S  DIGEST 
(For  June  10,  1947) 


(The  newspapers Vnd 
are  taken  are  on  file  in 
at  6031.) 

From  New  York  Times,  June  10  - 


DEPARTl'ENT  CF  AGRICUIT  URE 


\  ^^^^     .cxl^         \of  fice  of  Information 
.  .^N  Washington  25,  D.G. 


v/hich  these  agricultural  items. 
Room  414i\.    Phone  Gene  Harrison 


FARM  GROUP  URGES  SOUND  LOAN  POLICY:  TRUliAN  CONFERENCE  ADVISES  BUYING 
UvW  ONLY  ON  STUDY  OF  ITS  NORIL'X  EARNINGS-Washingt on- Fifty  leaders  in  the 
farm  loan  field  adopted  in  closed  conferences  today  a  general  resolution 
designed  to  discourage  further  inflation  in  farm  real  estate. 

The  conference,  whi.ch  had  been  called  by  President  Truman  issued 
no  specific  recommendation  on  the  land  .inflation  problem,  but  against 
basing  long  time  loans  on  present  abnormal  farm  prices. 

The  resoltuion  also  counseled  against:     (1)  buying  poor  landj  and 
(2)  putting  too  much  dependence  on  good  weather. 

The  text  of  the  resolution  follows; 

"Recognizing  the  unusual  character  of  the  farm  income  and  farm 
land  price  situation  at  the  present  time, ■ it  is  agreed  that  the  U.S» 
Department  of  Agriculture,  state  colleges,  farm  organizations,  lending 
agencies  and  their  associations  should  discourage  borrowing  to  speculate 
in  farm  land,  or  borrowing  to  buy  land  at  prices  which  are  not  justified  by 
long  term  income  prospects, 

"Lending  agencies  represented  at  the  meeting  agree  that  loans  on 
farm  lands  should  be  based  on  an  appraisal  of  the  normal  earning  capacity 
of  the  farm  over  a  long  period  of  years, 

"Rirther  it  is  urged  that  educational  efforts  call  particular  attention 
to  the  more  rapid  rise  which  has  occurred  in  the  prices  of  farm  land  of 
low  productivity  and  land  which  is  hazardous  for  crop  and  grazing  use, 

"Also,  emphasis  should  be  placed  on  the  favorable  weather  in  recent 
years  which  cannot  be  expected  to  continue  indefinitely." 


1300,000,000  BACKED  FOR  U.S.  SCHOOL  AID-¥ashington-A  bill  .authorizing 
the  Federal  Government  to  grant  the  states  $300,000,000  a  year  to  help^ 
equalize  educational  opportunities  v/as  approved  today  by  .a  Senate  Puialic 
Welfare  subcommittee. 


DEM/iNDS  U.S.  CURB  EJIPO  tTS  OF  I'iSiTS;  DEiiLER  iiSSOClATION  PASSES  RESOLU*. 
TION  TO  BE  SENT  TO  PRESIDENT  TRUt''AN-A  resolution  urging  the  curbing  of  the 
Government's  power  to  export  meat  items  in  short  supply  was  passed  yesterdajr 
by  the  New  York  State  Association  of  Retail  Feat  Dealers  at  their  annual 
convention.    The  resolution  stated  that  copies  imuld  be  sent  to  President 
Truman,  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  and  other  Governmerit  officials 
concerned. 
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From  Mevr  York  Times,  June  10  - 

MEXICAN  BEEF  TRj\DE  WTH  BRIT/JN  SOUGHT-Mexico  City-President  Miguel 
Aleman,  in  three  speeches  yesterday  said  the  hoof  and  mouth  disease  vras 
the  greatest  problem  in  his  administration.    He  exhorted  every  citizen  to 
fight  the  disease  which  has  barred  exports  of  cattle  to  the  U,S  . 

Mexico  has  taken  steps  to  export  meat  to  Britain.    The  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  believes  that  restrictions  against  cattle  might  not  be  strict 
in  hungry  Britain  and  that  Mexican  cattle  men  might  compete  vdth  Argentines 
in  sending  supplies  to  the  British, 


Erom  Yifall  Street  Journal,  June  10  - 

A  POTATO  SHORT.iGE  may  hit  .jnerican  dinner  tables  next  vdnter-The 
government,  trying  to  avoid  a  repetition  of  last  year's  huge • surplus ,  has  been 
trying  to  curb  potato  acreage  this  season.    It  is  too  early  yet  to  find 
out  how  gro?j-ers  are  cooperating,  but  the  weather  has  given  over-generous 
help  to  the  country's  fewer  potatoes  drive. 

Planting  of  late  potatoes  (those  which  mllbe  stored  for  eating 
next  TJinter)  is  far  behind  schedule  in  Maine,  Ne%y  York,  Michigan  and  V.'isconsin. 
Government  spud  men  say  that  unless  the  crop  gets  started  Yd  thin  the  next 
week  or  tvro,  there  is  a  real  possibility  of  a  serious  shortage  next  fall 
and  YiTinter, 


CORN  PL;J^TING  delay  due  to'  bad  weather  has  now  reached  the  danrer 
point f*lith  the  deadline  for  planting  (about  June  15)  drawing  near  much^of 

of  the  crop  still  hasn't  gone  into  the  ground.  Latest  reports  from  Illinois, 
Ij^di-ana,  Ohio  and  Micliigan  say  half  the  e::pected  acreage  is-  yet  to  be  seeded. 

Unless  this  corn  is  planted  v/ithin  the  next  v/eek  or  ten  days,  it 
risks  being  nipped  by  frost  before  it  matures.    Even  if  not  ruined,  late  corn 
is  often  of  loT>r  quality  wet, and  «f'  roiatively  ppor  feeding  value. 

Government  experts  are  already  counting  on  their  fingers  how  many 
bushels  of  the  bumper  wheat  crop  may  be  available  for  feed  if  the  inclement 
spring  hacks  doxm  porn  production. 


MARITIME  STRIKE  prospects  throw  a  shadow  over  import  commodities. 
Maritime  union  contracts  expore  June  15,  and  union  bosses  are  demanding  more 
pay.    Sugar  vrould  probably  be  in  the  spotlight  if  shii)s  vvere  tied  up:  this 
is  the  season  of  heavy  movement  of  sugar  from  Cuba, 
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From  Buffalo  (i^T.)  Courier-Sxpress,  June  3  - 

THE  EGG- AlTD  YOU  -  Editorial  -  You  ma.'j  not  like  eggs,  "but  you  had  tietter 
tegin  to  like  them  and  eat  your  full  share  —  or  there  will  he  too  many  eggs, 
as  there  were  potatoes  and  the  government  had  to  dispose  of  them  v/ith  kerosene, 
rememher?    You  surely  don't  ^^^.nt  that  to  happen;  so  it's  up  to  you.  There 
are  140,000,000  potential  egg-eaters  in  this  country  and  they  use  an  average 
of  350  eggs  each  during  the  year  which  starts  July  1st,    How  here's  the  issue 
in  an  eggshell:     If  they  Use  only  one  less,  or  359,   it  will  cost  the  government 
an  e:xtra  #5,000,000  to  keep  egg  prices  from  cracking, 

IT,  E,  Dodd,  vice-chairman  of  the  hoard  of  the  Commodity  Credit  Corp,, 
made  that  estimate  to  a  House  appropriations  suhcommittee,  during  hearings  on 
the  1S48  Agriculture  Department  supply  hill.     He  said  that  the  CCC  figured  the 
egg  prodvLction  in  the  next  year  at  4,800,000,000  dozen,    ^Vhich  suggests  that 
hens  are  in  the  lead  in  responding  to  the  call  for  full  production.     The  con;- 
sumcr  can  help  sa,ve  the  goverrjnont  that  ?5, 000, 000  as  well  as. the  possihle 
cmharrassmcnt  of  having  to  destroy  surplus  henfruit,  hy  not  declining  that 
extra  egg,  hovv'cver  fed  up  he  may  "be  v/ith  a  lot  of  things. 


Prom  'Worcester  (Mass.)  Telegram,  June  1  - 

PO'IATO-SUEPLUS  IIT'^UIEY  -  Editorial  -  Protests  ahout  spoilage  and 
dclihcrate  destruction  of  potatoes  liave  "brought  action.     The.  Ho\ise  of  Hcprc- 
scntatives  has  passed  a  measure  directing  the  House  Committee  on  Agriculture 
to  organize  studies  aud  to  hold  immediate  hearings  on  a  "program  designed  to 
do  away  with  the  annual  potato,  surplus, " 

Potatoes  cannot  v;isely  "be  shipped  overseas  for  relief  purposes  unless 
they  are  dehydrated,    F\irther,  they  ai*c  not  so  high  in  nutritional  value  as 
certain  other  foodstuffs,    ^Sut"  those  arc  not  good  reasons  for  letting  tons  of 
potatoes  go  unu^sed. 

It  is  to  "be  hoped  that  the  coming  inquiry  v;ill  not  result  in  a  mere 
proposal  to  curtail  potato  crops,    ^^or  there  will,  ho  no  potato  "surplus"  in 
the  truest  sense  until  all  families —  at  least  in  America  and  in  some  other 
countries  —  have  all  the  potatoes  they  want,     The  people  might  like  more  "baked 
potatoes,  and  fcv/er  half-"bakcd  potato  plans,  • 


Prom^  Charleston  (W,  Ya.^,)  Gazette,  June  2- 

rAPauJRS  ARB  l/ORRIEB  -  Editorial  -  The  farmer  is  producing  more-  on  less 
acreage  snd  with  fev;er  v/orkcrs  than  ever  before  in  this  country,    ViHiilc  he  is 
making  more  money  now  the  prices  paid  him  for  his  products  have  hcon  going  down 
for  some  timc^ 

By  no  means  have  any  considcra'ble  part  of  the  decreased  prices  paid  the 
farmer  "been  carried  through  to  the  ultimate  consTimer,    It  stands  to  reason  that 
somcv/here  along  the  line  some  groups  are  -profiteering,  "  - 

Time  v;as  when  the  farmer  almost  invarial^ly  was .  a  poor  man«    A  large  part 
of  the  farms  were  mortgaged  and  the  interest  and  payments  caused  them  even 
to  go  h-antrjrp^  they  couldn*  t  afford  .to  cat '.their  fill  of  v;hat  they  raised. 
Some  struggled  for  years  and  finally  lost  their  farms  and  ended  their  days  in 
the  poorhouse^  '   ■       '■  ■. 
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From  Sioux  City  (Iowa)  Journal,  -Juno -2  — 

CAR  SHOHTAGS  COiTTIlTUSS  -  Editorial  -  Reports  from  railroad  circles  that 
there  azc  enough  freight  cr.rs  in  this  part  "of  the  mi-ddlc  wcs^t -  to  handle 
immediate  needs  should  he  taken  to  mean  Just  that,  -  ihc?r&  are  .cars  in^  the 
territorj"  to  move  grain  to -seaports  or  milliiig  centers,.*  But  this  cannot 
he  taken  as  assurance  that  the  car  shortage  situation  has  iDoen  solved* 

The  wheat  harvest  is  "beginning  in  the  Texas  Panhandle  and  in  northern  ' 
Oklahoma,  southern  edge  of  the  hard  winter  wheat  area*  .  Every  succeeding 
estimate  places  the  prohahle  crop  total  a  little  higher.    At  the  moment  it 
stands  at  1,3  "billion  "bashcls,  an  all-time  record. 

According  to  information  accumulated  "by  the  agriculture  department  there 
is  less  v;hoat  and  oats  in  storage  on  farms  and  local  elevators  '.than  in  mar^' 
years  past.    There  is  on  the  other  hand,  an  unusual  reserve  of  corn  in  the 
hands  of  farmers  and  feeders^  a  happy  situa-tion  with  so  much  livestock  to  "be 
prepared  for  market.    This  means  more  local  storage  space  for  grain  than  in 
some  recent  years,    ^t  it  will  not  take  long  for  comoines  and  threshing 
machines  to  fill,  every  empty  farm  "bin  and  local  elevator. 

This  means  that  freight  cars  arc  to  "be  in  heavier  demand  as  the  harvest 
progresses  than  in  any  recent  year,    Otherwise  valua"ble  grain  will  "be  piled 
on  the  groundj  risking  heavy  losses.    And  there  arc  not  enough  cars  availa"ble 
or  in  prospect  to  meet  the  situation. 


^rom  Louisville  (%,)  Times,  June  21  - 

li/HAT  A  TAxTGLEJ?  IVEB  ~  Editorial  -  The  Secretary  of  the  IJavy  tnxLy  says 
that  those  who  charge  la"bor  vdth  the  cost  of  living  are  a.s  unjust  as  those 
who  ?.scri"be  advances  in  living  cost  to  "business. 

The  Agriculture    Department  is  in  tears  "because  of  disposition  to  charge 
"bolstered  farm  commodities  prices  with  cost  of  living;  the  disposition  to 
"batter  down,  through  Congress,  the  "bolsters  and  the  "bolstering. 

Partisans  who  charge  price  levels  -to  the  late  SVanklin  D,  Hoosevelt  well 
might  ponder  the  question?  "¥ould  the  Government's  course  have  "been  different 
under  any  other  President,  xifhepi  war  began?" 

Government'" s  "belief  that  the'  orJ.y  way  to  get.  war  supplies  was  to  overpay 
producers;  virtually  to  "bri"bc  them,  and  that  the  only  way  to  enable  the 
"bri"bed  to  produce  war  supplies  was  to  raise  wages  of  their  employees  resulted 
resulted  in  many  things,  including  su"bsidies  to  farmers. 

It  might  "be  fair  to  ascri"bc ■  living  cost  to- circ"amstanccs  rather  than  to 
miscreants  or  to  the  misguided,    But  what  a  tangled  we"b  v;as  woven  when  the 
Govcrnment_  slathered  money  on  war  supplies  produ.cers,  assuming  that  they 
v/ouldn' t  exert  themselves  as  patriots  unless  they  might  enrich  themselves  as 
profiteers, 

Prom  Colum"bus  (Ohio)  Citizen,  Juno  2  - 

SOIL  .CO^ISEEVATIOll  SEEIT  AS  HEALTH' AID  -  "Boil  conservation  measures  "build- 
ing the  fertility  of  Ohio's  farm  landis  can  "do  more  to  improve  peacetime  health 
standards  than  any  other  measures,"  John  Sims,  general  manager  of  the  Parm 
•Bureau  Co-operative  Association,  Columbus',  'said  today.    He  pointed  out  that  much 
of  the  land  is  dc-^rociating  rapidly  and  steps  should  be  taken  to  halt  further 
mining  of  "our  greatest  ncatural  resource,". 
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"Svoxri  Nev/  York  Times,  June  1 

PCTATOSS  0ITIIB3I)  AT  CSiTT  A  SIJSIEL;  BUT  SALES  BY  U.   S,  AH3  LIMITED  TO  • 
IITDUSTRISS,  V/ITH  170KB  FOR  POOR,  HOUSE  GROUP  IS  TOLD  -  Washington  -  The  Agri- 
culture Department  informed  Congress  today  it  is  willing  to  sell • potatoes 
at  1  cent  a  htishel  for  industric?.l  use  to  prevent  dujnping  of  surplus  cropso 

The  offer  v/as  made  'oefcre  the  House  Pood  Investigating  Committee,  which 
is  checking  on  the  destruction  of  surplus  potatoes  acquired  under  the  Goverr^ 
ment' s  price  support  pro.gra-m.     Some  in  AlaTaama  were  doiised  v/ith  kerosene, 

R,  Smith,   chief  of  the  department's  fruit  and  vegetahle  "branch,  told 
the  committee  disposition  of  the  potatoes  is  his  responsioility.     The  potatoes 
were  destroyed,  he  said,  onl;/  after  every  attGr.:rpt  v/as  made  to  find  a  use  for 
them, 

"I  ahhor  the  destruction  of  food,"  he  said,   ""but  what  ca,n  we  dp?" 

"Wouldn't  it  he  better  to  let  poor  people  come  and  get  these  potatoes 
instead  pf putting  kerosene  on  them?"  asked  Representative  Charles  B,  Hoeven, 
Repuhlican,  of  lowao 

Mr,  Smith  replied  that  "this  would  seem  to  be  the  humane  thing  to  do," 
But  he  said  that  under  the  support  program  estaTslishcd  by  Congress  the  Govern- 
ment is  obliged  to  remove  from  the  market  potatoes  that  \\rill  not  bring  the. 
designated  price. 

The  price  cannot  be  maintained,  he  contended  by  giving  away  those  pota.toes 
to  the  general  public, 

IC^AT  PRICES  PASS  BLACK  IIA.RT  PEAK;  ADVAiTCE  IS  DUE  TO  COIIPETITIOIT  5R0M 
BUYERS  POR  EUROPE,   DJEUSTRY  COUIJCIL  SAYS  -  Meat  prices  in  this  city,  particular- 
ly for  the  hotter  cuts,  are  "higher  than  they  v;ero  in  the  hlack  market  during 
the  days  of  the  OPA,  "  Jack  Kranis,  president  of  the  ITational  Meat  Industry' 
Council,  which  cla-ims  25,000  memhers  in  eight  eastern  States  and  the  District 
of  Coliinhia,  asserted  yesterday, 

A  principal  reason  for  the  advance  is  the  com.petition  in  the  wholesale 
market  by' buyers  for  mca,t-hungry  "^urope,  Mr,  Zranis  declared.    Within  the  last 
few  weeks,  he  said,  agtots  for  European  b-uycrs  have  been  buying  every  tiling  . 
they  could  get,  and  they  are  willing  to  pay  tp  to  4  cents  a  pound  m.ore  than 
America:n  buyers  are  willing  to  pay. 


BOTES  BILL  TO  EI;TD  HOME  SUGAR  LIMIT  _  Washington  -  The  House  Banking  and 
Currency  Committee  approved  today  a  bill  to  end  immediately  the  rationing  of 
sugar  for  heme  consumption. 

The  action,  memhers  reported,  was  prompted  "by  considerable  iiiTprovcmcnt 
in  the  s^apply  of  suga.r  since  the  enaxtment  on  March  31  of  legislation  continu- 
ing until  Oct,  31  the  govermnent '  s  authority  to  ra^tion  the  commodity. 

The  new  bill,   spoiisored  bj^  Representative  Ralph  A,  Gamble,  republican 
of  xTev/  York,  \\rould  ha,ve  no  effect  on  the  Ma,rch  31  act' s  continuation  of  the 
Government's  authority  to  control  sugar  prices  and  to  allocate  supplies  to 
industrial  and  ixistitutional  users  through  Octoher. 
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Trom  iiev  York  Times,  June  11  - 

3IIITISH  CUT  SMOKSS  30f^;  DALTOiT  5SP0RTS  TO  COI#ICiTS  Oil  EESPOITSI;  TO  HIS 
PLEA  _  London  -  Britons  have  clipped  their  tocacco  consianption  "by  30  per  cent 
since  last  April's  "budget,  -Kughx  Dalton^  Chancellor  of  the  Dxbhcquer,  said  in 
the  House  of  Comons  today, 

J"APAiI  mHiJED  01?  POOD;  C-0v'3El-n'-ElIT  TO  TAKE  OlER  l^JESAT  AiTD  POTATOISS  POR  USE 
IH  CITI3S  -  Tokyo  —  Tlie  Japanese  Crovernnent  will  take  approximately  one-third 
of  the  nation's  v/heat  crop  and  ahout  one-half  of  its  potatoes  for  distriuution 
at  its  potatoes  for  distrihution  at  fixed  prices  to  feed  city  populations  pend- 
ing this  year's  rice  harvest,  Agriculture  Hinister  I^ikizo  Hirano  r.rjiounced 
today, 

inSSCURI  FLOODS  A  MILLIOIT  ACHSS  -  St,  Louis  -  The  Mississippi  Hiver 
receded  slightly  today  after  reaching  record  crests,  at  several  connmiitics  in 
eastcri:.  Kissouri  and  north  central  Illinois  hut  dov;nstrean  conrnunities  pre- 
pared to  fight  the  flood  waters  which  has  engulfed  several  thousands  of  acres 
of  rich  ia.rn  lands, 

Tlie  Mississippi's  great  tributary,  the  Missoirri  River,  wa,s  roaring  dov/n 
to  join  the  hig  stream  holovi  St,  Louis  after  inunc'.ating  nearly  one  million 
acres  of  farm  land  in  central  Missouri, 


Prom  ilew  York  Journal  of  CoDumerce,  June  11  -  . 

BUISRS'  S'TRIKE  "MYTH"  -  ^onsuxiers  have  not  decreased  their  food  product 
purcha.ses,  hut  have  hecome  more  selective  in  their  huying,  S,  G-,  Barton  and 
Kurt  Rogers  of  Industrial  Surveys,  Inc.,  tell  .G-rocery  Manufacturers  of  America 
meeting  at  Sktyop,  Pa,,   citing  fl-gijres  on  sales  gains. 


Prom  Ucv/  York  T/all  Street  Journal,  Jione  11  -  , 

SUGAR    DSMAiTD  HEAVY  _  Demand  for  pa,ckaged  sugars  continues  heavy  and  cane 
refiners  are  ahout  one  week  to  10  days  hehind  in  filling  orders,  dealers 
declared  yesterday.    Household  consuraers  nov/  are  using  th(3.ir  ration  stamps 
rapidly,  in  contrast  to  the  slov;  ca,ll  for  sugar  a  fev;  weeks  ago. 

Sugar  huying  hy  industrial  users  is  good,  "but  not  holding  a-t  thc'rato 
of  packaged  inquiry,    Reginers'  are  ahle  to  meet  orders  for  "bulk  sugars  irxicdiat- 
ly.     Orders  from  manufacturers,  however,  are  orq^ectcd  to  pick  up  v/hen  they 
ohtain  their  ration  checks  covering  the  third  quarter  allotments. 


Parm  digest  1255-47 


-  3  - 


From  Aloany  (IT.Y,)  KnickerlDocker  ITews,  June  4  -  '  • 

rE3I(2IT  GAR  CRISIS' PHRILS  "vJHEAT  CROP  -  Washington  -  A  new  freiglit  car 
crisis  ~~  the  worst  in  the  peacetime  history  of  the  nation  -  is  developing 
v;ith  the  v;heat  harvest© 

Government  officials  are  "bracing  themselves  against  what  they  regard 
as  an  almost  impossiDle  situations 

Hiere  aren' t  enough  freight  cars  to  move  the  record-hreaking  wheat 
harvest,  now  oeginning  in  Oklahoma  and  Texas,  and  other  American  commodities, 
Tliere  is  no  wa;^  to  produce  them  in  a  hurry. 

Hie  most  optimistic  agriculture  oliserver.s  in  the  capital  see  little 
chance  of  avoiding  a  drastic,  temporary  shortage  of  man:/  commodities,  includ- 
ing siigar,  and  the  spoil^e  of  thousands  of  l)ushels  of  wheat. 

In  addition  to  the  shortage  of  freight  cars  to  move  the  wheat  sorely 
needed  throughout  Europe,  there  is  a  shortage  of  storage  space  at  "both  ends 
of  the  line,  , 

i'arm  spokesmen  are  fearful  that  much  of  the  1,000,000,000  "bushel  \^heat 
crop  may  "be  left  in  the  fields  to  rot  or  have  to  "be  l)urned  simply  Tsecause 
there  is  no  place  to  put  it. 


"From.  Des  Moines,  (Iowa)  Register,  June  4 

RECORD  IffiSAT  lUCOi^S  SSSIT  ~  Washington,  D,  C,  -  Harvest  of  the  United 
States*  mammoth  1947  wheat  crop  has  "begun  under  world  market  conditions  that 
assure  farmers  of  the  great  plains  the  highest  pro"ba"ble  dollar  returns  in 
American  history,  .  ' 

ThG  first  nev/  wheat  reaped  with  com"bines  in 'south  Texas  "brought  reports 
to  Washington  that_  the  Texas  crop  may,  hit  125  million  "bushels  as  compared 
.with  63  million  "bushels  last  ycaro     The  first  new  wheat  "brought  $2,18  a 
"bushel  on  the  farm,, 

This  new  wheat  was  offered  in  a  market  where  export  requirements  arc 
running  50.  million  "bushels  a  month  or  "better,  and  v/here  government  and 
commercial  "buyers  for  export  stand  ready  to  "bijy  grain  on  a  virtually  "off  the 
farm  "basis,  " 

Prom  Milwaukee  (Wis^)  Journal,  June  3  -  '■  : 

P?JC'^  SI-n:iTGS  III  QRAIIm  ARl.IAID  TO  U<,  S,    -  Less  government  interference 
in  the  grain  market  would  help  to  eliminate  "wildly  fluctuating  prices,  " 
according  to  Phil  S.  Hanna,  "business  editor  of  the  Chicago  Daily  News,  He 
spoke  Tuesday  at  the  convention  of  the  Central'  Retail  Peed  association, 

The  government's  actions  in  the  grain  market  have  "been  inconsistent, 
Hanna  declared,  adding  that  "If  the  government  would  stop  announcing  that  it 
will  l"ay  in  60  days  ahead  and  "buy  like  any  other  dealer,  it  vrould  help  to 
gtaoilize  the  market," 

Hanna  urged  greater  production  at  a  time  v/hcn  this  country  "must  feed 
not  only  itself  "but  the  rest  of  the  world,"  He  called  for  greater  impoiits 
to  cnsJblc  tiic  present  loan  programs  to  work  properly. 
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Prom  Portland  Orcgonian,  Juno  1  - 

CELOHDill^]  AGA.IiTST  CEICKET  _  Editorial  ~  A  recent  dispatch  from  the  Isattlo. 
front  of  the  Mormon  cricket  infcsta,tion  in  Umatilla  county  told  hew  a  lov^~ 
flying  plane  stopped  the  advance  of  the  gluttonous  insects  "by  use  of  a  nev/ 
"Ghcmica,l  ca-llcd  chlordanc*    I'Jliat' s  chlordane?    It  is  the  most  recent  con— 
tritution  of  the  chemist  to  man's  urjemitting  strife  with  the  posts  of  field 
and  furrow»     The  new  chomico-1  is  described  as  a  chlorinated  hydrocG,r ton, 
perfected  as  recently  as  tv;o  years  ago.    Its  lethal  action  on  insects  re~ 
suits  from  contact,  ingestion,  or  from  exposure  to  its  vapor.    It  is  possessed 
of  a  high  toxicity  for  insects  and  related  arthropods.     In  its  refined  form 
it  is  a  viscous,  nearly  ordorlcss  liquid,  and  may  Tdc  used  in  an  oil  solution 
or  as  a  dustp 

E:cpcrimontal  work  showed  that  chlordane  killed  in  excess  of  95  per  cent 
of  grasshoppers  in  treated  crops,  with  residual  effectiveness  lasting  at  least 
tv/o  weeks  iDoyond  da.te  of  treatment.     The  contacted  insects  die  immediately* 
Those  not  contacted  arc  repelled  iDy  the  prescencc  of  the  chemical  or  are 
destroyed  suljsequGntly  either  "by  the  vapor  or  "by  contact  on  surfaces  over 
which  they  crawlo    A  film  of  the  chemical  has  "been  kno:-m  to  te  present  after 
several  monthshad  elapsed.    There  is  every  reason  to  oelieve  that  the  com- 
pound, discovered  "hy  Dr,  Julius  Hyman  of  Denver,  is  of  trcmendotis  importance 
to  agriculture, 

Irom  South  Bend  (Ind, )  Tribune,  June  1  - 

LAiTB  lilETlATION  -  Iditorial  -  Even  if  ■  the  present  farm  produce  prices 
were  to  l)e  permanent  the  prices  at  which  fpxm  lands  a,re  iDeing  sold  in  many 
states.  Including  Indiana,  might  suggest  danger  for  "bxiycrs.     In  vicvj  of  the 
prolDalDlo  produce  price  declines  these  land  prices  are  inflatior^-ry  and  those 
paying  them  arc  inviting  losses  that  might  Tdo  disastrous  in  some  insts.nces. 
Indeed  a  possitiiity  is  thgt  the  entire  national  economy  will  "be  endangered 
"by  investments  in  agricultural  land  at  price  levels  not  jtistifiod  "by  the  long 
term  produce  price  outlooko 

It  is  true  that  the  government  support  of  certa-in  farm  produce  prices 
i.s  likely  to  to  continued.    The  most  impSrtant  point, kowever,  is  that  those 
prices  are  guaranteed  at  levels  "below  the  prices  at  which  the  commpdities 
are  selling  in  the  present  markets.     In  other  words  sugstantial  price  declines 
are  possible,  even  TDro"ba'ble,  despite  the  government  su-pport  system,  T^c 
prices  paid  fon.sonc  farm  lands  in  the  last  tv/o  years  v/ill  not  te  justified 
if  -oroducG  prices  drop  to  the  government  support  levels.    The  goverrjncnt  price 
support  seems  to  "be  factors  in  the  inflationary  farm  land  price  trend  "but 
thos  who  have  oeen  "bidding  up  land  prices  "because  of  those  supports  apparently 
have  seriously  miscalculated, 

I'rora  Sious  Tails  (S,D,)  Argus-Leader,  June  3- 

l;'HEiT  DUST  STOffiiS  H5TUH1T  TO  THIS  AE3A  -  Editorial  -  The  United  State^ 
Department  of  Agriculture  warns  that  dust  storms  aga,in  will  visit  the  C-reat 
Plains  states.     It  doesn't  say  when.     It  admits  it  doesn't  know  the  date. 
Thoy  nay  come  this  year  or  they  may  not  come  for  20  years.    But,  judging 
from  the  weather  history  and  cultivating  trends,  they  will  come  again. 
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"^.v^      '  I 
P^om  Nev  York  Times,  June  12  -^^"'-^       -  / 

RJiTI OWING  OF  SUa-'.R  ENDED  EXCEPT  FDR  INDUSTRIAL  USE:  PRICE  OF  CONTROLS 
TffLL  CONTINUE  UNDER  ORDER  OF  /iJIDERSON,  ACTING  AFTER  ALL.CCATION  IS  INQRFi.SED 
BY  WORLD  COUNCIL-Washington-Secretary  of  Agriculture  Clinton -P.  Anderson 
in  a  sudden  move  late  today  ended  household  and  institutional  sugar  rationing 
effective  at  12:01  a.m.  tomorrow.    Rationing  to  industrial  users  of  sugar 
continues  and  prices  controls  on  sugar  and  related  products  are  not  affected 
by  the  order. 

Lifting  of  rationing  at  this  particular  time  v/as  due,  said  Mr,  Anderson 
to  today's  official  announcement  by  the  International  Emergency  Food  Council 
that  the  United  States  v/ould  receive  350,000„additional  tons  of  sugar  from 
the  (^uban  crop.    This  raises  the  sugar  allocation  to  the  United  States 
this  year  to  7,150,000  tons  and  compares  with  a  prewar  consumption  of  sugar 
in  this  country  of  about  6,700,000  tons, 

Mr,  Anderson  said  he  had  hesitated  to  end  sugar  rationing  before  the 
allocation  was  made,  because  he  would  have  been  in  a  aveak  position  asking 
for  more  sugar  if  this  country  already  had  enough  to  go  off  rationing. 


ME.\T  PRICES  HELD  NOT  DUE  TO  EXPORT:  ANDERSON  CHi\RGES  HIGH  COSTS  TO 
♦OTHER  FilCTORS'—DMAND  BY  CONSUlffiRS  STRESSED-Washington-Secretary  of  Agri- 
culture Clinton  P,  Anderson  denied  today  that  rising  meat  prices  were  caused 
by  meat  exports.    He  charged  the  higher  prices  to  "other  factors,"  but  did  not 
specify  Tfhat  they  Trere, 

"Export  shipments  of  meat  from  United  States  supplies  are  noTf  so  small 
that  thej  should  have  no  significant  effect  on  demestic  meat  prices,  either  at 
wholesale  or  retail  levels,"  Mr.  Anderson  said. 

"Allocations  for  commercial  export  during  the  current  quarter,  the.  April 
June  TDeriod  amount  to  only  about  3  percent  of  United  States  production  and 
are    far  below  allocations  for  the  same  period  last  year." 

In  addition,  he  said,  the  general  meat  supply  is  good  and  the  prices 
that  the  farmers  have  been  receiving  for  livestock  in  recent  weeks  do  not 
warrant  the  ^^--^^r,  increases  that  have  been  reported  in  retail  outlets. 


+  ^  CATTLE  PFICES  SOARING-Prices  of  choice  cattle  soared  fifty  cents  to  U 
today  at  the  Chicago  Stock  Yards  in  trading  that  some  observers  said  had  the 

h^'q  runaway  market.    The  rise  elicited  forecasts  by  spokesmen 

^pL  5  ^^^^^^-t  °f  Agriculture  that  the  price  increases  probably  would 

mean  further  advances  in  wholesale  dressed  meat  costs.  ^ 


3ed  meat  costs. 
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Erom  New  York  Times,  June  12  - 

BAmRi;.  ORDERED  TO  PROVIDE  MKvT:  U.S.  OFEICIii  ESTA3IISHES  QUOTiLS-' 
PDR  SUiUGHTER  OF  G.-TTLE  AlCHGS  BY         OF  THE  YEAR-Munich-The  United  States 
Military  Government  told  Bavarian  farmers  today  that  they  must  slaughter 
398,000  of  their  3,000,000  cattle  this  year  and  a  proportionate  number  of 
pigs. 

The  instructions  came  from  George  R,  (^uarles,  kilitary  Government  chief 
for  food  and  agriculture  in  Bavaria,  principal  source  of  food  for  the  United 
States  and  British  zones. 


F;.0  UlttT  GOING  TO  POLAND-T^ashington-A  mission  of  ten  agricultural 
economists  and  technicians  ivill  begin  on  July  3  ^  two  month  survey  of 
f'oland's  major  farm  problems,  it  was  announced  today. 


Prom  the  N.  Y,  Journal  of  Commerce,  June  12  - 

SU'llP  RISE  IN  SUa'Jl  PRICE  HELD  UNLIKELY-In  view  of  increased  sugar 
supplies,  no  extreme  price  advance  appears  likely  if  decontrol  is  ordered  by 
Secretary  ilnderson  before  Oct.  3I5  B,  V,  Dyer  &  Co.  sugar  economists  and 
brokers,  said  yesterday. 


COMPROMISE  DE;.L  SEEN  GIVING  CUBA  L.\RGER  US  SUGAR  VOLmi&-Sugar  traders 
yesterday  T/ere  shoTdng  considerable  interests  in  Washington  advices  indicating 
that  Cuban  sugar  producers  have  apparently  won  the  first  round  in  their  fight 
for  a  bigger  share  of  the  U.S.  market. 

i'.s  reported  by  Associated  ^^ress,  well  informed  domestic  trade  spokesmen 
have  disclosed  that  industry  representatives  have  agreed  upon  a  compromise 
offer  of  a  substantially  increased  market  here  for  Cuban  sugar  v/henever 
abundant  supplies  make  it  necessary  to  limit  production. 

n^S^®^"^®^         ^^^^  disclosed  recently  that  Cuba  will  halt  shipments 
to  the  U.S.  on  July  3I  unless  she  receives  assurance  of  the  right  to  supply 
more  than  28.6  percent  of  U.S.  demand  guaranteed  in  the  original  Sugar  Act! 
They  suggested  a  grant  of  53  percent  of  the  U.S.  market  as  a  minimum. 


further "^nd  oL'f f-f™  ^^^^^^^^^0  FURTHER-Dallas-Food  prices  are  due  to  decline 

meeting  of  the  IJnlLd  41+^.  y,fi     ^    n  opening  session  of  the  annual 

a       T^ne  united  States  Wholesale  Grocers'  Association  here  yesterday. 
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IVom  HarrislDiirg  (Pa,,)  News,  June  5  -  - 

FEAl^LI];!  GO.  GETS  ZLORIM  PO[nA?OSS  FOR. IITSTITUTIOUS..-  ChamlDerstog  -  The 
receipt  of  a  carloe.d  of  Florida  potatoes  from  the  United 'States  Agrioilture 
Departments  Production  and  Marketing  Administration  for'  distril^ution  among' 
puTDlic  and  semi-pulalic  institutions  was  announced  today  "by  Korman  L,-  Walck, 
Pr'anklin  County  commissioner,  '  1 

The  potatoes,  which  were  given  free  hy  the  Fe'der'al  G-overhment,.  will 
Tdc  allocated  as  follows: 

rranklin  County  Home,  14,000  pounds;  Pennsylvania  Soldiers  Orphah 
School,  Scotland,  8300;  ChamhersTDurg  Hospital,   5600;  Wayneshoro  Hospital, 
5000;  Pranklin  County  jail,  2200;  Pranklin  County  Children's  Home,  900, 


Prom  Iowa  Parm  and  Home  Register,  June  - 

PARI-I  LEADERS  IfAlTT  SOIL  PABGHilTS  COHTIITUED  -  Iowa  farm  leaders' at  the 
county  level  would  like  to  see  soil  conservation  payment's  continued. 

These  county  chairmen  of  the  agricultural  adjustment _ agency  (AAA)  and 
presidents  of  county  I^rm  Bureaus  told  The  lov/a  Parm  and  Home  Register  they 
favored  these  measures  "by  identical  affirmative  votes  -  94,4  per  cent. 

The  Iowa  Parm  Poll,   taking  a  cross  section  of  the  views  of  farm 
residents  generally  resulted  in  an  affirmative  vote  on  price  supports  and 
guarantees,  "but  here  the  "yes"  vote  was  only  80  per  cent. 

The  sampling  of  Iowa  farm  opinion  was  done  at  the  request  of  United 
States  Representative  Clifford  Hope  of  Kansas,  chairman  of  the  house 
agricultural  committee,  in  Washington,  which  is  working  on  a  peace-time  farm 
program. 


Prom  Buffalo (N,Y,)  iTews,  June  '4^  . 

TSAT  SCARCITY  EOG-EY  -  Editorial  -  If  Statistician  Louis  R.  Bean  has  his 
facts  correct,  the  analysis  of  the  'steel  shortage  which  he  has  just  sulDmitted 
to  the  ^i/hite  House  on  "behalf  of  machinery- hungry  farmers  would  seem  to 
throw  important  light  on  a  question  raised  in  these  columns,  a  few  days  ago: 
Who's  afraid  of  plenty? 

The  question  grows  out  of  the  paradox  of  a  steel  famine  in  a  period  of 
virtually  100^  capacity  production  of  steel.    Prom  the  steel  people  have  come 
hints  that  the  shortage  is  not  serious,  that  it  is  heing  played  up  to  excuse 
the  reluctance  of  some  other  industries  to  expand  their  own  operations. 
Otherwise  the  implication  is  that  present  steel  capacity  is  inadequate  and 
should  iDe  swiftly  expanded  if  we  ate  to  provide  the  'sinews  for '  an  economy 
of  abundance,  .  Some  important  "business  decisions,  in  any  event,  seem  to  rest 
more  on  fear  of  the  future  than  on  hope,  and  these  are  decisions  which  trend 
toward  scarcity  when  the  crying  need  is  plenty, 

Mr.  Bean's  charge,  in  short,  is  that  the  present  steel  situation 
exemplifies  Scarcity  economics  with  a  vengeance.    His  factual  allegations 
will  dou'btless  provoke  a  heated  controversy,  and  even  if  true,  the  qgtestion 
what  to  do  about  them  is  not  easy  to  answer,  for  it  is  all  tied  up  with  the 
fundamental  prohlem  of  finding  the  right  incentives  for  plentiful  production 
—  the  problem  of  v/hich  carrot  or  stick  to  use  "to  m.ake  the  mule  go  faster,  • 
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Trom  Birmingham  (Ala.)  Age-Herald,  June  5  --  .     ■  .  '  , 

lOR  SSPJICE  TO  AirotmiT  -  Editorial--  It  appears  that  after  all  there  is 
going  to  lie  a  throrough  investigation  of  the  administrative  and  educational 
organization  of  Aia"baraa  Polytechnic  Institute,  including  the  Extension  Ser- 
vice and  its  place  in  the  college.    Such  a  study  long  has  been  .needed.  The 
decision  of  the  A,P,I,  hoard  to  proceed  with  such  an  inquiry  is  to  he  welcomed. 
It  is  earnestly  to  he  hoped  that  it  will  he  thorough,. 

Eor  years  there  have  heen  misgivings  over  this  gr^eat  institution's 
organizational  set-up.    Many  have  felt  that  it  has  heen  "working  under  great 
handicaps,    Criticispi  has  centered,  around  the  Extension  'Service  and  its  re- 
lation to  the'  Alahama  Earra  Bijreau, 

A  great  service  can  he  perfoimed  to  A.P.I',  and  the  people  of  the  entire, 
state  hy  this  committee,     I^e  institution  clearl:'  is  in  need  of  an  authori- 
tative and  comprehensive  reconsideration  of  its  organization  and  its  prohlems. 
The  Extension  Service  controversy  v;ill  not  he  -downed  until  there  is  a  more 
convincing  report  on  it  than  has  yet  appeared.     It  appeared,  following  the 
hearing  of  P,  0,  Davis,  that  little  more  might  he _  done  to  this  end,    But  nov/ 
there  is  re'newed  promise  of  a  constructive  joh  heing  done  for  Auhurn, 
Innumerahle  Alahamians  will  now  hold  to  that  hope,  , 


Prom  Louisville  (Ky,)  Times,  June  4  - 

TEHT  DUST  BOlfL  AGAIH  -  Editorial'  -    The  idea,  possihly  inferred  from  the 
successful  planting  of  the  windoreak  on  the  plains  from  lexas  up  to  the 
timher  of  the  nortiiern  hills,   that  the  dust  howl  had  heen  completely  trans- 
formed is  illusory,  Department  of  Agriculture  experts  warn  the  coiintry.  Grain 
growers  and  cattle  raisers  of  the  region  are  said  to  understand  and  ignore 
the  consequences  of  repeated  plowing  and  planting  and  overgrazing.    They  are 
making  wheat  and  heef  while  the  sunshines, 

^his  dov;s  not  diminish  the  value  of  the  trees  on^  that  otherwise-  shade-  ■ 
less,  arid  region.     These  trees  are  in  groves  at  selected  places.     They  do 
serve  their  puspose  and  protect  soil.    But  grass  is-  the  hest  soil  hinder  any- 
where and  an^n.i/'here  that  nature  is  defied,  on  interior  plains  or  seashore,  hills 
or  vallyes,  nature  extorts  a' penalty,    Ifherever  loose,  dry  soil  is  exposed, 
the'  wind  will  gather  some  of  it  up  and  carry  it  away.    High  winds  sweep  the 
high  plains  almost  constantly,    -"^ive  years  from  now,   the-  country  eastward  ■ 
from  the  plains  can  expect  to  he  eating-  their  dust. 


Prom  La  Crosse  (V/is.)  Trihude,  June  4  -  ■  ^ 

AV0IDABL3  ■TRAGEDY  -  Editorial  -  Parmer s'  deaths  from  accidents  increased 
nine  percent  in  1946,  an  increase  disturhing  enough- when  one  learns  that 
nearly  all  of  the  increase  was  ♦the  result  of  automohile  and  truck  accidents. 

This  avoidahle  waste  of  life  rose  from  5,500  in.lS45  to  7,000  in  1946. 
Deaths  from  farm  home  acciden'ts  remained  unchanged  at  6,500,  and  there  were 
actually  100  fei^er  work  deaths,  hut  once  the  farmer  was  on  the  highway  his 
life  was  in  jeopardy. 

The  moral  is  plain.    Both  farmers  and  city  residents  must  hrush  up  on 
their  driving  hahits  and  demand  stiffer  penalties  for  criminally  reckless 
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P^om  New  York  Times,  June  12  - 

R.-1TIONING  OF  SUGxH  E^JDED  EXClpf  FDR  INDUSTRIAL  USE:  PRICE  OF  CONTROLS 
mLL  CONTINUE  UNDER  ORDER  OF  jWDERSON,  ACTING  AFTER  ALLOCATION  IS  INCREi'.SED 
BY  WORLD  COUNCIL-¥ashington-Secretary..of  Agriculture  Clinton  P.  .Inderson 
in  a  sudden  move  late  today  ended  household  and  institutional  sugar  rationing 
effective  at  12:01  a.m.  tomorroTf,    Rationing  to  industrial  users  of  sugar 
continues  and  prices  controls  on  sugar  and  related  products  are  not  affected 
by  the  order. 

Lifting  of  rationing  at  this  particular  time  vras  due,  said  Mr,  Anderson 
to  today's  official  announcement  by  the  International  Emergency  Food  Council 
that  ^the  United  States  v/ould  receive  350,000;.additional  tons  of  sugar  from 
the  (Juban  crop.    This  raises  the  sugar  allocation  to  the  United  States 
this  year  to  7,150,000  tons  and  compares  Yjith  a  previar  consumption  of  sugar 
in  this  country  of  about  6,700,000  tons, 

Mr,  Anderson  said  he  had  hesitated  to  end  sugar  rationing  before  the 
allocation  was  made,  because  he  would  have  been  in  a  weak  position  asking 
for  more  sugar  if  this  country  already  had'  enough  to  go  off  rationing. 


ME.\T  PRICES  HELD  NOT  DUE  TO  EKPORT:  ANDERSON  CH^".RGES  HIGH  COSTS  TO 
'OTHER  mCTORS'— DB'IAND  BY  CONSmiERS  STRESSED-Washington-Secretary  of  Agri- 
culture Clinton  P.  .Anderson  denied  today  that  rising  meat  prices  were  caused 
by  meat  exports.    He  charged  the  higher  prices  to  "other  factors,"  but  did  not 
specify  what  they  vrere,  • 

"Export  shipments  of  meat  from  United  States  supplies  are  now  so  small 
that  they  should  have  no  significant  effect  on  domestic  meat  prices,  either  at 
wholesale  or  retail  levels,"  Mr.  .Inderson  said. 

"Allocations  for  commercial  export  during  the  current  quarter,  the.  April 
June  -oeriod  amount'  to  only  about  3  percent  of  United  States  production  and 
are    far  below  allocations  for  the  same  period  last  year," 

In  addition,  he  said,  the  general  meat  supply  is  good  and  the  prices 
that  the  farmers  have  been -receiving  for  livestock  in  recent  weeks  do  not 
avarrant  the  ^-^--v^n  -^"ncr eases  that  have  been  reported  in  retail  outlets. 


+  ^        S'^JJ'^^oF^^^^^  SOARING-Prices  of  choice  cattle  soared  fifty  cents    to  $1 
today  at  the  Chicago  Stock  Yards  in  trading  that  some  observers  said  had  the 
SrlheTli  ^^Lf      "TT^  elicited  forecasts  by  spokesmen 

ilL^  ^f'  Department  of  Agriculture  that  the  price  increases  probably  would 
mean  further  advances  in  wholesale  dressed  meat  costs.  ^ 
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Erom  NevY  York  Times,  June  12  - 

BAV.\RIA  ORDERED  TO  PROVIDE  MU.Tz  U.S.  OFEICI.X  ESTA BUSHES  QUOTS^^^ 
FDR  SUiUGHTER  OF  G.-TTLE  ANDHGS  BY  END  OF  THE  YEa^R-Munich-The  United  States 
Military  Government  told  Bavarian  farmers  today  that  they  must  slaughter 
398,000  of  their  3,000,000  cattle  this  year  and  a  proportionate  number  of 
pigs. 

The  instructions  came  from  George  R.  ^iuarles,  kxlitary  Government  chief 
for  food  and  agriculture  in  Bavaria,  principal  source  of  food  for  the  United 
States  and  British  zones. 


FAO  UNIT  GOING  TO  POLAND-T^ashington-A  mission  of  ten  agricultural 
economists  and  technicians  mil  begin  on  July  3  &  two  month  survey  of 
Poland's  major  farm  problems,  it  was  announced  today. 


From  the  N.  Y,  Journal  of  Commerce,  June  12  - 

SH^'JIP  RISE  IN  SUarn  PRICE  HELD  UNLIKELY-In  view  of  increased  sugar 
supplies,  no  extreme  price  advance  appears  likely  if  decontrol  is  ordered  by 
Secretary  ilnderson  before  Oct,  31,  B,  V,  Dyer  &  Co.  sugar  economists  and 
brokers,  said  yesterday. 


COMPROMISE  DEAL  SEEN  GIVING  CUBA  L;JIGER  US  SUGAR  VOLmiE-Sugar  traders 
yesterday  vj-ere  shomng  considerable  interests  in  Vfeshington  advices  indicating 
that  Cuban  sugar  producers  have  apparently  won  the  first  round  in  their  fight 
for  a  bigger  share  of  the  U.S.  market. 

_^'xS  reported  by  Associated  ^^ress,  well,  informed  domestic  trade  spokesmen 
have  disclosed  that  industry  representatives  have  agreed  upon  a  conipromise 
offer  of  a  substantially  increased  market  here  for  Cuban  sugar  v/henever 
abundant  supplies  make  it  necessary  to  limit  production. 

+  Spokesmen  for  Cuba  disclosed  recently  that  Cuba  will  halt  shipments 

to  the  U.S.  on  July  3I  unless  she  receives  assurance  of  the  right  to  supplv 
more  than  28.6  percent  of  U.S.  demand  guaranteed  in  the  original  Sugar  Act. 
They  suggested  a  grant  of  53  percent  of  the  U.S.  market  as  a  minimum. 

further'^nd  comSf -f^^"^  DECLIMNG- FIBTIffiR-Dallas-Food  prices  are  due  to  decline 

prom^^LrLsS^^Sf  ZiL\j:''g?icer°  toirth'^^"^^^  ''^^'^^ 
meeting  of  the  \Jn±ipT4^+tt  ^  opening,  session  of  the  annual 

-0  ng  01  tne  United  States  ^Vholesale  Grocers'  Association  here  yesterday. 
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From  HarrislDurg  (Pa,,)  News,  June  5.- 

KIAMLIIT  CO..  GETS  FLORIDA  POTATOES  FOR  INSTITUTIONS  _  Cham"bers"burg  -  The 
receipt  of  a  carload  of  Florida  potatoes  from  the  United  States  Agriculture 
Departments  Production  and  Iferketing  Administration  for  distribution  among' 
public  and  semi-public  institutions  was  announced  today  "by  Norman  L,  Walck, 
Franklin  County  commissioner,  ... 

The  potatoes,  which  were  given  free  "by  the  Federal  Government,  will 
"be  allocated  as  follows  J  •  . 

Franklin  County  Home,  14,000  pounds;  Pennsylvania  Soldiers  Orphaii 
School,  Scotland,  8300;  Chamber stttirg  Hospital,  5500;  Waynesboro  Hospital, 
5000;  Franklin  County  jail,  2200;  Franklin  County  Children's  Home,  900, 


From.  Iowa  Farm  and  Home  Register,  June  - 

FARI-I  LEADERS  WANT  SOIL  PAMNTS  CONTH?[JED  -  Iowa  farm  leaders"  at  the 
county  level  would  like  to  see  soil  conservation  payments  continued. 

These  county  chairmen  of  the  agricultural  adjustment._  agency  (AAA)  and 
presidents  of  counts'-  Farm  Bureaus  told  The  Iowa  Farm  and  Home  Register  they 
favored  these  measv.res  by  identical  affirmative  votes  -  94,4  per  cent. 

The  Iowa  Farm  Poll,  taking  a  cross  section  of  the  views  of  farm 
residents  generally  resulted  in  an  affirmative  vote , on 'price  supports  and 
guarantees,  but  here  the  "yes"  vote  was  only  80  per  cent. 

The  santpling  of  Iowa  farm  opinion  was  done  at  the  request  of  United 
States  Representative  Clifford  Hope  of  Kansas,  chairman  of  the  house 
agricultural  committee,  in  Washington,  which  is  working  on  a  peace-time  farm 
program,  .      ■  ^ 


From  Buffalo(N,Y,,)  News,  June  4>- 

THAT  SCARCITY  BOGEY  -  Editorial  -  If  Statistician  Louis  R.  Bean  has  his 
facts  correct,  the  analysis  of  the  steel  shortage  which  he  has  just  submitted 
to  the  li/hite  House  on  behal-f  of  machinery- hungry  farmers  would  seem  to 
'throw  important  light  on  .a  question  raised  in  these  columns  a  few  days  ago: 
Who's  afraid  of  plenty? 

The  question  grows  out  of  the  paradox  of  a  steel  famine  in  a  period  of 
virtually  1005°  capacity  production  of  steel.    From  the  steel  people  have  come 
hints  that  the  shortage  is  not  serious,  that  it  is  being  played  up  to  excuse 
the  reluctance  of  some  other  industries  to  expand  their  own  operations. 
Otherwise  the  inrplication  is  that  present  s.t;e-el  capacity  is  inadequate  and 
should  be  swiftly  expanded  if  v;e  ate  to  provide  the  sinews  for '  an  economy 
of  abundance.    Some  important  business/decisions,  in  any  event^  seem  to  rest 
more  on  fear  of  the  future  than  on  hope,  and  these  are  decisions  which  trend 
toward  scarcity  when  the  crying  need  is  plenty, ^  • 

_  Mr,  Bean's  charge,  in  short,  is  that  the  present  steel  situation 
exemplifies  Scarcity  economics  with  a  vengeance,  •  His  factual  allegations 
will  doubtless  provoke  a  heated  controversy,  and  even  if  true,  the  question 
what  to  do  about  them  is  not  easy  to  answer,  for  it  is  all  tied  up  with  the 
fundamental  problem  of  finding  the  right  incentives  for  plentiful  production 
— '■  the  problem  of  v;hich  carrot  or  stick  to  use  to  make  the  mule  go  faster. 
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From  BirminghBEi  (Ala,)  Age-Herald,  ^xme  5  - 


/FOR  SERYICS  TO'AUBtmH  -  Editorial  -  It  appears  that  after  all  there  is 
going-  to  "be  a  thoyrough  investigation  of  -the  administrative  and  educational 
orgpinization  of  Alahama  Polytechnic  Institute,  including  the  Extension  Ser- 
vice and  its  place  in  the  college.    Such  a  study  long  has  been  needed,  Hie 
decision  of  thq  A,P,I,  hoard  to  proceed  wi.th  such  an  inquiry  is  to  he  v/elconed 
It  is  earnestly  to  he  hoped  that  it  will  "be  thorough,. 

r  Eor  years  there  have  heen  misgivings  overthis  great  institution's 

organizational  setrup,'    Many  have  felt  that.it  has  heen  working  under  great 
.handicaps,    ^Criticism  has  centered  around  the -Extension  Service  and  its  re- 
lation to  the  Alahama  Earra  Bureau,       '  . 

A  great  service  can  he  perfoimed  to  A,P,T,  and  the  people  of  the  entire, 
state  hy  this  committee,     ^e  institution  clearly  is  in  need  of  an  authori- 
tative and  comprehensive  reconsideration  of  \ts  organization  and  its  prohlems. 
The  Extension  Service  controversy ' will'  not  "be  dovmed  until  there  is  a  more 
convincing  report  on  it  than  has  yet  appeared.     It  appeared,  following  the 
hearing  of  P,  0,  Davis,  that  little- more  might  "he _  done  to  this  end,    But  nov; 
there  is  r en e;i;ed  promise  of  a  constructive  joh  heing  done  for  Auhurn, 
■Innumerahle  Aiahamians  will  now  hold  to  that  hope. 


Erom  Louisville  (Ky,)  Times,  June  4  - 

THU  ^UST  BOliTL  AGAIH  -  Editorial  -    The  idea,  possihly  inferred  from  the 
successful  planting  of  the'  wihdoreak  on  the  plains  from  Texas  up  to  the 
timher  of  the  nortliern  hills,'  that  the  dust  howl  had  heen  ■  completely  trans- 
formed is  illusory,  Department  of  Agriculture  experts  warn  the  country.  Grain 
growers  and  cattle  raisers  of  the  region  are  said  to  understand  and  ignore 
the  conseauences  of  repeated  plowing,  and  planting  and  overgrazing,     The;^  are 
making  wheat  and  heef  while  the  sunshines, 

■   This  dows  not  diminish  the  value  of  the  trees  on  that  otherwise  shade- 
less,  arid  region.     These  trees  are  in  groves  at  selected  places.     They  do 
serve  their  puspose'  and  protect  soil.    But  grass  is  the  hest  soil  hinder  aiiy- 
nvhere  and  anjayhere  that  nature  is  defied,  on  interior  plains  or  seashore,  hill 
or  vallyes,  nature  extorts  a  penalty,    liTherever  loose,  'dry  soil  is  exposed, 
the  wind  will  gather  some  of  it  '"up  and  carry  it  away.    High  winds  sweep  the 
high  plains  almost  constantly,    -^ive  years  from  now,   the  country ,eastA\ra,rd 
from  the  plains  can  expect  to  he  eating  their  dust. 


Prom  La  Crosse  (Wis,)  Trihujie,  June  4  -  ■  .    •■  '  . 

■  AVOIDABLE  'J31AGSDY  -  Editorial  -  Earmers'  deaths  from  accidents  increased 
nine  percent  in  1946,  an  increase  disturhing  enough  when  one  learns  that 
nearly  all  of  the  inc'rease  was  the  result  of  automohile  and  truck  accidents, 

Tliis,  avoidahle  waste  of  life  rose  from  5,500  in  19.45^to  7,000  in  1946. 
Deaths  from  farm  horde  accidents  remained  unchanged  at  5,500,  and  there  were 
actually  100  fewer  work  deaths,  hut  once  the  farmer  was  on  the  highway  his 
life  was  in  Jeoparcly. 

The  moral  is  plain,'   Both  farmers  and  city  residents  must  hrush  up  on 
their  driving  hahits  and' demand  stiffer  penalties  for  criminally  reckless 

drivers,  t>       -r^.      i.  -i  ore;  /k? 
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(The  newspapers -and  magazines  from  which  these  -.agricultural  items 
are  takfn  a^e  on  file  in-Prels  Service,  Room  AlVu    Phone  Gene  Harrison 
at  6031.) 

From  NeY>r  York  Times,  June  13  - 

E;.RLY  action  seen  on  SUG;.R  quotas:         SETTING  UP  NEW  SYSTQA  MAY  BE 
FN\CTED  this  session,  house  ravIBER  INDICATES-Vfeshington-Liftmg  o±  sugar 
rationing  was  quickly  followed  today  by  indications  that  a  new  permanent 
quota  system  might  be  quickly  enacted  at  this  session  of  Congress. 

Machinery  to  this  end  was  set  in  motion  May  5  when  Clinton  P.  /jiderson 
Secretary  of  Agriculture,  sent  to  the  Speaker  of  the  House  and  President 
of  the  Senate  letters  asking  for  quota  hearings  this  session. 

Asked  today  vhethev  he  would  hold  such  hearings,  Clmirman  Clifford 
Hope  of  the  House  Agriculture  Committee  said  that  he  had  at  first  intended 
to  leave  them  over  until  next  session  because  of  the  many  conflicting 
interests  involved. 

However,  he  added,  recent  negotiations  in  the  sugar  trade,  and^ 
representationa  of  the  interests  of  the  Departments  of  State  and  i-igriculture 
have  led  him  to  believe  that  all  parties  concerned  may  soon  come  to 
Congress  with  their  differences  ironed  out. 


M;jlBmLL  ATTACKS  Y.^OOL  T.^RIFF  PLAN:  SAYS  CONGRESSIONAL  PROPOSAL  TO 
CURB  ILIPORTS  MAY  SERIOUSLY  DISRUPT  GENEVA  TRi'.DE  TALKS-Tfeshingtonf^Secretary 
of  State  George  C .  Marshall  said  today  he  was  fearful  that  the  Senate- 
House  conference  compromise  on  tariff  phases  of  the  wool  price  support  bill 
might  seriously  disrupt  the  international  trade  program  being  advanced 
^"^  Geneva, 

Certainly,  he  added  at  a  news  conference,  it  would  greatly  complicate 
the  issue  and  make  more  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  the  task  of  arriving 
at  trade  agreements  that  arould  contribute  to  the  peace. 

The  Secretary  indicated  State  Department  concern  over  the  injection 
by  the  House  of  tariff  raising  proposals  into  a  measure  vrhich  start  out  only 
to  revive  lapsed  support  prices  on  wool, 

•He  officially  made  public  copies  of  communications  in  which  he  and 
the  former  Secretaries  of  State,  Cordell  Hull,  "father"  of  the  reciprocal 
trade  agreements  program,  and  Henry  L.  Stimson,  vrarned  against  such  a  move. 
These  documents  were  before  the  Senate-House  conferees  when  they  reached 
their  decision  yesterday. 


CITY  ACTION  URGED  TO  CUT  MEi.T  HIICES:  RET.JL  BUTCHERS  iJfD  EMPLOYES  C-^LL 
AT  CITY  a'.LL  TO  ..SK  INTERVEi-.TION  BY  Mi.YOR-^  delegation  representing  retail 
butchers  and  meat  cutters  tliroughout  the  metropolitan  area  visited  City 

yesterday  to  demand  immediate  action  by  iviayor  O'Dwyer  on  the  problem 
01  spiraling  meat  prices. 

The  meat  industry  representatives  brought  a  resolution  with  them  contend- 
ing'jthat  current  "excessive  high  prices  of  meat"  are  causing  hardship  to  meat 
dealers,  meat  workers  and  meat  consumers. 

They  held  that  continuation  of  the  unmrd  price  trend,  which  has  developed 
in  the  last  feiv  weeks  may  cause  layoffs  and  possiblj^  the  closing  of  butcher  shops. 
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From  NeiT  York  Times,  June  13  - 

SNOY/  FALLS  IN  "'.rEST't  TJTIE.iT  Eiro;jIGERED--Sidney,  Neb-Heavy,  ret  snor-  and 
near-freezing  temperatures  today  brour^ht  a  nevr  threat  to  the  wheat  crop  in 
this  wheat  producing  western  Nebraska  area.    A  heav^'-  crust  of  snoTriipressM 
ivheat  stalks  to  the  ground .    Temperatures  dipped  to  32  degrees  during  the 
night  but  climbed  to  thawing  levels  by  mid-day. 


NEW  FOOD  RECORD  SET:  GEB/Ud^  GOT  141,000  TONS  PKOb.  U.S.  DURING  U.ST 
T/EEK-Berlin-A  new  weekly  record  for  food  imports  from  the  United  States  to 
the  combined  Anglo-American  zones  was  set  the  first  week  of  June  Tdth  the 
arrival  of  141,000  tons  of  foodstuffs  valued  at  approximately  $18,000,000 
the  American- Military  Government  announced  today.' 

The  imports  included  137,000  tons  of  grain  and  flour  and  approxim^ately 
4,000  tons  of  other  foods,  to  be  used  mainly  in  child  feeding.    They  represented 
an  average  of  about  nine  pounds  of  food  for  every  non  farm  consimer  in  the 
combined  zones,  which  have  been  beset  by  a  food  crisis-. 


FARM  COURSES  IN  EUROPE  TO  BE  CONDUCTED  BY  FAO-"ashington-The  United 
Nations  Food  and  Agriculture  Organization  v/ill  conduct  courses  in  fanrL  technique 
in  Europe  this  suriimer  for  the  instruction  of  top-ranking  Europgaji  scientists 
it  was  announced  today. 


From  Nevr  York  Journal  of  Commerce,  June  13  - 

SUGi.R  SCR/J'IBLE-Like  a  flash  flood,  spirited  dSfiSnd  for  sugar  among 
wholesalers  and  retailers  in  the  Eastern  half  of  the  United  States  was  developing 
yesterday,  a  survey  by  trade  interests  revealed. 

In  Pittsburgh  housewives  queued  for  supplies  at  retail  stores.  In 
Florida,  trucks  vera  lined  up  a  quarter  mile  long  at  a  refinerv  takjng  aray 
packaged  supplies  of  sugar,  not  bulk, 

_  The  demand  mil  not  subside  in  a  day  or  a  vreek.    This  is  the  peak 
consuming  season,  and  the  buying  vri.ll  last  for  a  month  or  six  weeks. 

In  self-protection,  industrial  users,  not  only  because  of  the  Competitive 
wholesale  and  retail  demand,  but  also  on  a  remote  prospect  that  pri)ce-;-a^5(^^i.d 
may  come  by  June  30,  mil  compound  the  call  on  refiners  for  sugar. 


From  I'jall  Street  Journal,  June  13  - 

'  ^^fl^  ^P^OUP  DROPS  BILL  TO  END  ALL  SUG/vR  CONTROLS-Lcishington-The  Senate 
Banking  and  Currency  Committee  decided  to  ^drop,  Tsithout  further  dbrisideration 
a  bill  to  remove  all  sugar  rationing  and  price  controls,  ' 

Chairman  Tobey  (R,N,H.)  said  the  group  agreed  tb^t  "no  further  legislation 

W^-^^tn-nnynS^'f ^l"^'"  °^  Secretary  of  Agriculture  ..nderson's  order  ending 
home  rationing  of  sugar,  which  became  effective  yesterday, 
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•From  Toledo  (Ohio)  Blade,  June  6  - 

SLiTMP  III,  SUPPLY  OP  BEEP  CAUSES '  BOOST  lil  PRICES ;  SCARCITY  WLL  LAST 
PROM  6  TO  8  iffiEKS,   CITY  PACI-IEHS  THIilK  -  Seasonal  slumps  in  the  supply  of 
top  grade  "beef  cattle  tegan  pinchirxg  the  purses  of  Toledo  housewives  this 
week  as  wholesale  and  retail  meat  prices  took  a  decided  jump. 

Packers,  v/holesalers  and  retailers  surveyed  today  reported  the  scarcity 
of  "beef  ma;''  last  from  six  to  eight  weeks.    They' predicted  higher  prices 
accordingly  for  the  period, 

A  chain,  store  executive  reported  /his  distrihutars  v;ere -warned  yester-' 
day  that  the  supply  of  all  "beef  and  heef  cuts  is  uncertain  and  high  in  cost* 

'■^'he  outlets  were  told  they  prohahly  v;ould  get  their  normal  quota  of 
heef  sides,  hut  v/ould  not  he  ahle  to  ohtain  extra  q^uantities  of  rounds  or 
chucks. 

The  executive  explained  retail  prices  have  gone  up  approximately  10 
per  cent  in  the  last  10  days.    With  v/hole§ale  heef  prices  averaging  26  cents, 
he  said,  retail  prices  hava  "been  upped  to  an  average  of  41  cents. 


Prom  Philadelphia  (Pa, )  ITews,  June  10  - 

SHORTAGE?  UPS  PRICES  OP  lEATS  -  Philadelphia  housewives  were  confronted 
today  with  skj^'ro  eke  ting  prices  of  meat  as  the  industry  was  cau.ght  completely 
off  guard  hy  a  "flash"  shortage. 

Retail  a_uotations  range  from  8  to  11  cents  a  pomid  higher  than  a  week 
ago  and  one  wholesale  huyer  said  the  price  of  live  heef  in  the  nearhy  live- 
stock markets  had  risen  from  $2  to  $4  a  hujndredweight. 

Among  the  reasons  for  the  unprecedented  rise  according  to  merchants, 
here,  are  the  heavy  shipments  of  meat  to  flood  a-reas,  army  and  navy  commit- 
ments, exports  to  foreign  countries  and  holidays  in  slaughterhouses  during 
May,  ^  ,  . 

On  the  other  hand,  Prank  Kleinherg,  general  manager  of  the  South  Phila- 
delphia Dressed  Beef  Co,,  hla-med  ""balking  wholesalers"  for  the  peak  prices. 
He  said  Chicago  livestock  prices  were  too  highl 

"I  do  not  expect  any  cheap  meat  until  the  end  of  the  year, "  he  said, 
"There  will  "be  more  definite  shortages  in  the  near  future," 


■^rom  Birminj^ham  (Ala,)  ITews-Age-Herald,  June  8  - 

MILI^  DEALERS  PACE  PR03LSII  PROM  SURPLUS  -  Auhurn,  Ala.  -  National  Dairy 
Month  of  June  finds  Alabama  facing  an  acute  Grade  A  milk  prohlem. 

Most  sections  of  the  state  now  have  a  surplus  of  Grade  A  milk.     In  many 
cases,  producers  are  having  to  sell  their  milk  as  Grade  B  instead  of  Grade 
A  hecause  of  the  surplus  "being  produced. 

This  is  entirely  reversed  from  what  the  situation  was  du.ring  the. ''-i^inter 
months  v;hen  there  v;as  a  serious  shortage.    In  many-  cases,  large  quantities 
of  Grade  A  milk  were  pur claased  the  past  V/iiiter  from  outside  the  state. 

This  situation  is  "brought  al^out  hy  the  fact.  that,  cows  give  much  more, 
milk  during  the  Spring  and  early  Summer  months  than  they  do  fiuring  the  dry 
seasons  of  t,he  Summer  and  the  cold  '.i^inter  months. 
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From  G-reenslDoro,  1^, C»  Hews,  June  8  - 

C00L3Y  SUGCtSSTS  GOVEmCSNT  BODY '  TO:-;COHTROL  hM.1  SAL3S  _  Washington  - 
Creation  of  a  federal  toliacco  commission  as  a  quasi  judicial  authority  empow-  I- 
erei. to  handle  complex  proolems  of  production,  marketing  and  v;arehousing  was 
tentatively  suggested  here  today  l)y  Representative  Harold  D,  CoQley,  of  ITash- 
ville,  ,  Democrat  on  the  House  Agriculture  Committee, 

Declaring  that  he  was  not  yet  rcad;^  to  personally  sponsor  legislation 
to  put  such  a  proposal  into  effect,  Cooley  said  he  thought  tohacco  leaders 
should  "consider  seriously"  such  a  suggestion  in  the  face  of  a  critical  \«rorld 
tohacco  trade  situation. 

His  statement  followed  revelation  "by  the  Greenshoro  Daily  News  in  an 
elusive  'feshington  dispatch  published  today,  that  the  Tar  Heel  House  dele- 
gation had  "been  thrown  intio  two  opposing  camps  as  a  result  of  attempts  "by  some 
iTorth  Carolina  tohacco  producers  to  influence  simultaneous  openings  of  1947 
tohacco  markets  in  the  socalled  "bright  "belt  and  the  "border  "belt, 

Cooley,  one  of  the  most  active  representatives  from  the  to'bacco  states, 
expressed  deep  concern  over  the  proposal,  warning  that  "any  major  disruption 
of  the  customar^-^  staggering  of  sales"  would  endanger  price  structure,  '  handling 
and  redrying  of  this  years  crop,  now  estimated  at  approximately  1,200,000,000 
pounds. 


From  Jacksonville  Florida  5^imes-Union,  June  6  - 

HEAFT  APPn]  CROP  TO  HURT  CITRUS  JUICES  -  Tampa  -  Buiiper  spple  crops 
in  the  United  States  and  Canada  v/ill  "bring  stiffer  competition  to  Florida 
citrus  juices  this  Fall,  Marvin  H.  Walker  of  Lakeland,  secretary-manager  of 
the  Florida  6itrus  Producers  Trade  Association,   said  today. 

Speaking  at  the  annual _ meeting  of  directors  of  the  Florida  Citrus  Ex- 
change, '.talker  predicted  that  cutrus  would  meet  tough  sledding  in  "both 
domestic  and  foreign  fields, 

G-reat  Britain  espects  a  very  large  fruit  crop  and  increased  production 
is  foreseen'  for  most  other  -European  fruit-producing  areas,  Walker  said. 

Walker,  v;ho  rep»resents  one  of  the  two  largest  citrus  trade  groups  in 
the  State,  recommended  that  the  citrus  industry  should  get  together _ with 
other  fruit  industries  for  continuous  representation  in  Washington  to 
present  a  coordinated  front  on  matters  pertaining  to  their  interest. 


From  El  Paso  (Tex,)  Times,  June  5  - 

CATTIE  DISEASE  lUND  I1TCREA.SE  REqU'ES'IED  -  Washington  -  A  delegation  of 
Texans  asked  the  House  Appropriations  Subcommittee  Wednesday  to  approve  a 
$65,000,000  deficiency  appropriation' for  further  eradication  of  the  foot  and 
mouth  disease  in  liexica. 

This  will  augrqent  the  $9,000,000  previously  authorized. 

According-  to  W,  H,  Poage,  Waco,  v;ho  led  the  delegation,  most  of  this 
sum  will  he  spent  to  indemnify  farmers  for  cattle  slaughtered.    Poage  cit-Qd 
the  fact  that  Mexico  is  paying  for  slaughtering  sheep,  goats  and  hogs,  also 
for  upkeep  of  12,000  soldiers  on  duty  in  the  quarantine  area. 
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J'rom  iTev;  York  Times,  June  16  - 

PUBLIC  GETS  20  TOITS  OF  SPOILED  FOOD  DAILY  V7ITH  U.  S.  SEIZUBSS  BAFJSD, 
OFFICIAL  SAYS,-  Washington  -  'The  housewife,  already''  heset  hy  high  food  prices, 
faces  another  prohlem  —  this  one  involving  the  family  health. 

As  a  result  of  a  recent  Supreme  Cour-t  decision,  housewives  no  longer  can 
he  sujce  that  the  food  they  "buy  is  free  of  adtilterants  or  contamination. 

The  Pure  Food  and  Drug  Adjnini  strati  on  lost  one  of  its  most  potent  weapons 
when  the  Supreme  Court  refused  to  review  a  case  involving  seizure  of  coiv- 
tamimted  macaroni  and  spaghetti  in  an  Arizona  warehouse,  _  The  ruling  forced 
the  adjnini stration  to  stop  making  seizures  of  suspect  foods  or  drugs  after 
thej^  leave  hoxcars  or  other  means  of  interstate  transport, 

C,  W,  Crawford,  Assistant  Pood  and  Drug  Commissioner,   said  that  the  de- 
cision has  placed-.  "an  impossihle' handicap"  on  FADA' s  fight  "to  protect  the 
health  and  welfare  of -the  puhlic,  "  and  that  the  administration  has  aslred  Con- 
gress to  amend  the  law* 


CHECKIITC-- ON  BREADWEISiT;  STATE  WAEiTS  BAKERS  IT  mST  MTCH  FIGUPJ]  ON 
^1/RAPPER  ~  Alhany  -  The  State  Agriculture  Department  v;arned  today  that  "bakers 
using  "bread  wrappers  which  mislead  the  p'bulic  as  to  the  weight  of  the  "bread 
they  contain  were  "being  prosecuted. 


WOOL"  BILL  CRITICS  TERI^iED  '  IN  ERROR' ;  U.S.  CALLED  'DUMPING  (SOUITD'  FOR 
WORLD'S  ACCUI'^ULATIOr  OF  SHELF- ' WORN  GOODS  ~  The  provisions  and  purposes  of 
the  hotly  discussed  Wool  Bill,  which  v/as  reported  out  favora'oly  "by  a  Senate- 
House  conference  committee  last  Wednesday,  have  h'een  grossly  misstated  "by  its 
opponents,  according  to  a  statement  made  over  the  week-end  "by  C,  J,  Fawcett, 
general  manager  of  the  ITational  Wool  Marketing  Coirporation,  the  largest  v;ool 
cooperative  organization  in  the  United  States,  with  head  offices  in  Boston, 

■Mjt,  FaiiTcett  \m.s  ret\irning  to  Boston  after  attending  a  meeting  of  the  Wool 
Research  Commodity  Committee  with  officials  of  the' Department  of  Agriculture 
in  Washington,     The  American  wool  markets,  he  sais,   "are  "being  used  as  a  dump- 
ing ground  "by  every  wool  producing  country  in  the  world  for  their  shelf  v/orn 
merclmndise  tiiat  accumulated  d.uring  iBhe  war"  and  the  State  .Department  is  encou 
ragixig  an  increase  in  these  importations  "by  urging  that  existing  te-riffs 
on  wool  "be  lowered, 

Cbl-II'-ISRCE  GROUP  FOR  WORLD  TRADE  _  Long  Beach,  Calif.  -  Unhampered  world 
tra.de  and  a  strong  international  trade  organization  were  favored  "bj-- the  United 
States  Junior  Cham"ber  of  Commerce,  which  closed  its  five-day  national  cmi- 
vention  here  yesterday,   .,  ■     '    ^  . 
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Prom  IJew  York  Journal  of  Commerce,  June  16  -  . 

POOD  SIIERSEilCY  COiTTIimiTG  -  Hot  Springs,  Va.  -  Secretary  of  Agri- 

ciaat-ure  Clinton  P,  Anderson  said  last  night  that  "the  v/orld  cannot  7Gt  see 
the  end  of,  the 'food  emergenc:/"  and  urges  manufacturers  and  distritiutors  of 
plant  food  to  "dig  in  for-a  long  fight  against  'Khrortage  and  world  hunger," 


■  SUGAR  MTIOlfllTG-  _  There  are  so  manj^  loopholes  in  it,  now  that  all  s^dgar 
rationing  is  expected  to  end  "before  the  scheduled  deadline  of  Oct,  31,  .  , 
Sugar  futrures  trading  in  the  ITo:.  4,'  or  world  contract,  must  have  the  hacking 
of  Cuha  "before  it  can  start,  hut  it  is  expected  that  domestic  trading  vd.11 
'l^egin  close  to  July  1,        .  ' 

Domestic  heet  interests  have  drafted  a'plan  to  have  the  Sugar  Act  ex- 
tended for. five  years,  and  give  Cuha  a  larger  quota  after , their  plan  to  have 
the  act  extende'd  in  its  present  form  for-  one  year  met  with  opposition  of 
Secretary  Anderson,  ■  , 


S^RTILIZER  irS3  DICREASE  VJ3I GHED;  "MJTUEE  MIDVffiST  USAGE  V/ILL  BE  lESS 
CLOSELY  TIED  TO  PARl-l  PRICES  -  Hot  Springs  Va.  --Although  fertilizer  conr- 
suiaption  for  the  nation  as  a  whole  has  closely  paralleled  the  rise  and  fall 
in  farm  prices,  douht  was  expressed  here  today  hy  Professor  Emii  Trnog  of 
the  University  of  Wisconsin' s  soils  department,  that  fertilizer  urage  in  the 
Midwest  v.dll  in  the  future  he  tied  so  closely  to  farm  prices, 

Attri outing  the  phenomenal  i-ncreases -'In  fertilizer  consiMiption  in  the 
Midv/est  to  high  farm  prices  and  a  realization  "by  farmers  of  the  urgent  need 
and  advantage  of  such  usage,  he  reported  that  the  annual  fertilizer  usage 
in  the  I-Iidwest  during  the  1940-46  period  rose  from  less  than  1,000,000  to 
more    than  1,500,000  tons,  . 


PLAIT  TO  PROVIDE  U.  S.   COTTOiT  POR  POSTM  GERiiAltY  -  Berlin,  (Ap)  -  The 
United  States  and  British  Military  GovernmBnts  have  appfovcd  in  principle. an 
agreement  for  importation  of  American  cotton  -  -telioved  to  he  the  initiation 
of  private  financing  to  provide  raw  materials  inrports  for  postwar  Germapjr^ 

A  joint  British-American  announcement  said  the  agreement-result  of  several 
weeks* .  negotiations  hetween  military  government  officials  and  United  States 
financial  and  textile  experts  — ^  still  was  subject  to  an  HG-  legal  opinion 
and  signatures  of  agencies  involved,  •  • 


^rora  IJcv/  York  Wall  Street  Journal,  June  16  - 

.  LOll'G-TERIyi  TRBITD  IS  TO  IVHEAT  PROii . COTTOIT'  -  'The  long-term  trend,  of  Anerican 
farm  production' is  away  from  cotton  and  toward  wheat,    ^rvcsted  cotton 
acreage  , sank  from  44.6  million  in  1926  to  iv^.e  million  in  1946,  Harvested 
wheat  acreage  rose  from  56, ,8  million  to  67,.2  million  during  the  same  two 
decades,    'Vheat  acreage,  of  course,  is  expected  to  drop  after  Europe's  food 
crisis  is  over. 
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(Tlje  nG\i/spapers  and  magarzines  from  v;lii'ch  these  agricultural  itcras  are 
talcen  arc  on  file  in  Press  Service,  Room  41 4A.,    Phone  Gene  Harrison  at  503l) 

From  ITew  Tork  Times,  June  17  - 

HJIER  RESISTAiTCS  OIT  tlSAT  GAIITS;  CHOICE  CUTS  RISE  ABOVE  $1  TE  CITY  -  City 
inspectors'  fo-ond  several  instances  yesterday  of  meat  selling  al  more  than 
$1  a  pound,  with  record  prices  including  veal  cutlets  at  $1,25,  loin  laml) 
chops  at  $1,20,  and  porterhouse  steak  at  $1,10, 

Commissioner  of  Markets  Ihigene  G,  Schulz  said  the  first  day's  findings 
of  the  price  survey  undertaken  "by  his  department  in  the  five  iDoroughs  gave 
official  confirmation  to  what  nearly  every  housewife  already  knew  that  meat 
prices  had  gone  up  steadily  in  the  last  two  weeks. 

The  increase,  Commissioner  Schulz  said,  was  not  limited  to  choice  cuts 
tut  affected  lower-priced  meats,  too.    The  Commissioner  said  ncigh"borhood 
butchers  v/ore  reporting  a  stiffening  of  "buyer  resistance. 


TOOL  BILL  PASSED  BY  HOUSE;  'ISOLATIONISM'  CHARGE  FAILS  -  Washington  -  The 
House  approved  today,  v/hile  Administration  Democrats  vainly  cried  accusations 
of  "economic  isolationism, "  a  bill  making  possible  the  exclusion  from  this 
countr:^  of  up  to  50  per  cent  of  the  normal  wool  shipments  from  abroad. 

ITew  import  fees,  to  add  to  existing  tariffs,  also  could  be  added.  These, 
it  was  stated  in  the  bitter  House  debate,   could  aggregate  up  to  50  per  cent 
of  the  value  of  imported  wool. 

The  measure,  a  composite  worked  out  in  Senate-House  conferences  over  the 
differing  versions  originally  passed  in  both  branches,  first  of  all  v;ould 
continue  domestic  wool-price  subsidies. 

Along  v;ith  this  it  \TOuld  empower  -  the  President  to  restrict  to  half  the 
normal  volume  the  amount  of  wool  that  could  bo  brought  in  from  abroad,  or  to 
put  it  on  a  new  basis,  if  he  found  foreign  shipments  interfering  v/ith  the 
domestic  price. 


CUBAHS  HAIL  SUGAR  PLAI;  COMISSIOIT  OH  POST-WAR  PROBLEMS  (mTSFUL  FOR  U.S. 
AID  -  Havana  -  The  commission  appointed  by  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
studj^  post-war  problems  in  Cuba  met  today  and  approved  a  resolution  expressing 
gratitude 'to  Secretary  of  State  George  C,  Marshell  and  Secretary  of  Agrici\lturG 
Clinton  P.  Anderson  for  their  recommendation  of  an  increase  in  Cuba's  partici- 
pation in  the  United  States  sugar  market. 

Representative  Francisco  IHicasi,  chairman  of  tjie  commission,  said  Cuba, 
must  live  on  her  exports  and  that  an  increase  of  her  sugar  quota  in  the 
United  States  market  would  mean  economic  stability. 
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Prom  ilcw  York  Times,.- June  17  - 

iIA.TI02T'S  PORSSTS  CALLED  ADEQUATE  -  Chicago  -  Tho  nation's  forestry  ou1>- 
look  is  more  favoralDle  nov/  than  at  any  time  since  the  "biginning  of  commercial 
lum'bcring,   the  American  Lumher  Congress  was  informed  today.     The  ltunl)er  iiv- 
dustry  v/as  further  assured  that  the  forests  are  ahundant  enough  to  more  tlian 
supply  all  the  lumlDer  needed  for  a  re  cord- "breaking  construction  period  and 
for  years  to  come, 

"Vc  have  in  this  country  adequate  forest  lands  to  justify  confidence 
-  that'wG  will  never  exhaust  our  resources,"  said  Corydon  ¥agner  of  Tacoma, 
Wash,,  chairman  of  the  joint  committee  on  forest  conservation  representing 
the  \^cst  Coast  Lumlserman' s  and  Pacific  ITorthwest  Loggers  Associations, 


THREAT  TO  FOOD  SSEH       U.   S.  SHIPPIHG  LACK  -  London  (Pouters)  -  The 
United  States  shipping  shortage  v;ill  "be  a  tragedy_  for  the  world's  food  supply 
if  it  lasts  for  a  sulDstantial  time,  olDservers  said- today. 

It  comes  in  tho  worst  possihlo  place  and  time,    Britain  would  "be  the  least 
affected,   though  not  immune,  and  other  countries  v/ould  face  diastcr,  they 
indicated* 


Prom  i7c^^^  York  V/all  Street  Jourr^l,  June  17  - 

I'JHEAT  BUYING  BY  THE  GOVERH-IEiTT  liAY  BE  HALTED  BY  COIIGRESSIOITAL  ACTIOIT  - 
The  Senate  suhcommittee  considering  the  extension  of  export  controls  quietly 
considers  a  proposal  returning  all  export  grain  "business  to  private  trade. 
Under  this  arrangem9nt,  foreign  customers  would  "be  told  how  much  v/heat  and 
flour  they  could  "buy  —  tut  actual  purchasing  v/ould  "be  handled  tlirough  the 
regular  grain  trade. 

Officials  of  the  Commodity  Credit  Corp.,  which  does  the  gover^jnent  hu^'ing, 
arc  oppoced  to  the  idea.    They  say  they  are  anxious  to  get  out  of  the  v;heat 
"buying  "business,  "but  contend  this  is  not  the  time  to  do  it. 


A  WORLD  PARl'I  BLOC  lias  sot  up  shop  to  push  farmers'  interests  glohally. 
Comprising  farm  organizations  of  l5  nations,   it  will  "be  called  the  Interna^ 
tionp.l  Pedor|'t-ion  of  Agricultural  Producers.    All  four  of  the  pov/crful  farm 
gruLips  m  tnis  country  —  the  Grange,  Parm  Bureau,  Parmer s  Union  and  the 
Council  of  Parmer  Cooperatives  —  arc  mom"bers.    The  new  organization  will 
plu^g  for  commodity •  agreements  controlling  world  commerce  in '  such  important 
farm  products  as  wheat,,   cotton,  wool,   sugar  and  rice. 


SUGAR  TROUBLE  ISA  CERTAIHTY  IP  THE  MARITII/B  STRIKE  IS  ITOT  SETTLED  SOOH  - 
Big  refineries  on  the  Atlantic  coast,   "looking  for  "business"  only  a  short 
while  ago,  are  now  weeks  "behind  in  meeting  a  hcavj'-  influx  of  orders,  Tliey 
have  on  hand  only  enough  raw  sugar  to  last  a"bout  two  and  a  half  v/coks  at 
the  present  refining  ra,te, 
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Prom  St.  Paul  (Minn.)  Pioneer  Press,  Juxic  12  -      '  ' 

■•     HIIK  00~OP  PROPOSES  4-P0Il\'T  PAM  AID 'PLAIT  -  Washington  (A?-)  -  The  National 
Cooperate  Milk  Producers  Federation  V/ednesday  proposed  that  Congress  set  up 
an  agriculture  plan  to  encourage  full  production  and  give  farmers  fair  pay- 
ments for  their  goods, 

Jphn  Brandt  of  Minneapolis  ifederation  president,  presented  the  plan  to 
the- House  agriculture  committee,  suggesting: 

1»    A  pool  tie  sot  -up  to  hold  and  dispose  of  surplus  goods.    This  pool 
would  contain  seasonal  surplus  goods  at  floor  price  levels/bascd  on  a  moder- 
nized  parity  price  formula.    Parity  is  a  price  designed  to  give  the  producer 
a  purcliasing  power  equal  to  that  in  a  selected  "base  period, 

2,  A  special  tax  on  certain  sales  of  products  upon  which  price  sta"hiii- 
zation  is  made  effective,    tDhe  tax  revenue  would  l3e  used  to  pay  for  any 
losses  suffered  through  sale  of  products  from  the  surplus  pool  other  than 
through  regular  or  normal  sales  channels, 

3,  Changes  in  the  present  parity' price  formula  for  farm  goods.  The 
hourly  income  of  the  farmer,  his  wife,  family  and  all  hired  help  v/ould  he 
considered  in  figuring  the  parity  prices, 

4,  Withdrav/al  from  use  of  those  lands  on  which  goods  produced,  v/hen 
sold  at  existing' price  levels,  will  "barely  cover  cost  of  production,  and  of 
those  lands  which  fail  to  produce  goods  allowing  the  minimum  economic  return. 
These  commorJ.y  are  known  ^s  marginal  and  suhmarginal  lands,  respectively. 
The  government  would  take  over  or  ac(|Uire  these  lands  in  whole  or  in  part,  '■ 


Prom  lov/a  Democrat  and  Leader,  June  12  ~ 

Su'DIESiT  BOOST  I1>T  f/IEAT  PRICES  ERIUC-S  CHARGES  A>ID  C0U1T'ZER_CHA.RGES  -  Chicago, 
(AP)  ~  The  s.t6or  and  the  hog  jumped  hack  again  into  the  puhlic  spotlight 
Tliursday  and  there  were  innumor«il3lb  charges  and  counter-  charges  in  expla.nation 
for  the  sudden  "boost  in  meat  prices  in  livestock  markets  and  in  "butcher  shops» 

Average  price  of  steers  and  yearlings  at  Chicago  Wednesday  rose  to  an 
all-time  record  high  at  approximately  $26  a  hundred  pounds  according  to  the 
department  of  agriculture. 

Live  hogs  have  not  advanced  as  sharply  as  "beef  cattle,  the  top  here 
''Wednesday  "being  $24,75  a  hundred  pounds  compared  with  $30  on  Peh,  25, 

Meaniiihile,  retail  meat  prices  also  advanced  during  the  past  several  weeks 
and  representatives  of  "butchers  in  the  east  "blamed  the  meat  packers.  In 
ITeward,  N,  J,,  "butchers  threatened  to  close  shop  unless  prices  come  dovm, 

"The  "butchers  are  helpless  and  are  getting  so  fed  up  they're  ready  to  take 
a  vacation,"  Joseph  Vian, '  president  of  the  Independent  Retail  Butchers 
Association  of  Uev;  Jersey,  said. 

Large  packers  in  Chicago,  discounting  talk  of  heavy  foreign  exports,  said 
advancing  meat  prices  represented  an  "aniazing"  domestic" cons-umer  demand, 
particularly  for  "beef.    This,  they  said,  also  was  reflected  in  the  high  price 
for^"bcef  cattle  at  livestock  markets, 

Tlie  agriculture  department  said  meat  production  last'  week  totaled  317,000,- 
000  pounds,  46- per  cent  higher  than' a  year  ago, 

■  "V/h.en  the  price  9f  meat'goes  up,  the  constuner  howls,  "but  v/hen  the  price  of 
livestock  goes  d<3wn  we  "get  the  howls  from  the  producer,  "  one  packer  said, 

"We  operate  "between  the  devil  and  the  de'ep  "blue  sea," 
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Trom  Memphis  Commercial  Appeal,  June  14  -  .  .. 

U,  S.  COTTON  SHIPPERS  ESTUPil  PROM  MISSIOIT;  200,000  BALES  WILL  H07E  TO 
GlilRI'IillTY  EEXT  CROP  TSAR  -  The  delegation  of  American  cotton  shippers,  _  who  liave 
"been  three  v;eeks  in  Europe  arranging  for  the  private  shipment  of  cotton  to 
Germany,  returned  to  V^ashington  yesterday  after  a  successful  mission* 

Assistant  Secretary  of  War  Peterson  reported ' tliat  except  for  a  fev/  details 
their  \irork  had  "been  completed  and  that  some  S00,000  hales  of  cotton  v;ill  move 
to  Germany  in  the  next  crop  year.    This  is  less  than  has  "been  shipped  this 
season,,  some  240,000  hales,  hocause  British  Empire  sources  will-furnish  a 
greater  percsentage  this  year  than  last. 

The  German  shipments  will  he  financed  hy  a  $20,000,000  corporation  \d.th 
the  shippers  putting  up  $1,000,000  and  the  Export-Import  Bank  bl9,000,000. 
The  shippers  oversuhscrihed  their  capital  at  a  meeting  in  Memphis  last  month. 


Ibrom  Milwaulcee  Wis,  Journal,  Juno  13  - 

PRICE  01^  IHCAT  IVORRIES  GABlS;  COST  TO  RES'IAURAITTS  HAS  RISEIJ  20^  li"  LAST 
30  DAYS  -  If  meat  prices  go  any  higher,  Milwaulcee  resta.urants  vdll'have  to 
remove  some  meats  from  their  menus  or  raise  prices,  Elmer  Conforti,  executive 
secrctarj^  of  the  Wisconsin  Eestauj-ant  association,  said'iViday, 

Wholesale  meat  prices  quoted  to  restaurants  have  increased  an  overall 
20$  in  the  last  30  days,    Conforti  said,  with  some  heef  and  veal  cuts  having 
increased  30  to  35^, 

"I  think  that  restaurant  owners  intend  to  go  along  without  changing 
prices  or  menus  for  the  time  "being,  hut  if  meat  prices  go  up  any  more, 
something  v/ill  have  to  he  done,  "  he  said, 

"We  are  v/illing  to.  continue  supplying  meat  dishes,  "but  if  the  meat  prices 
go  higher  and  the  customers  still  demand  meat,  then  they  will  have  to  share 
the  added  cost, " 


.-•  MILK  BICREASE  AIDS  lARI-IERS;  RORAL  INCOME  BOOSTED  -  Chicago,  111,  -  A 
rising  per  capita  consumption  of  milk  and  dairy  products-  and  an  increase  in 
exports  have  heen  important  to  Wisconsin  and  other  north  central  dairy  states, 
according  to  the  June  issue  of  Business  Comment,  published  hy  the  northern 
Trust  Co. 

Ahout  16c  of  every  foliar  of  cash  farm  income  in  the  north  central  states 
in  1945  were  derived  from  the  sale  of  dairy  products,  the  hank  reported.  As 
an  example'  of  the  importance  of  dairy  manufactures  as  a  source  of  enrployment 
and  income,  the  hank  pointed  out  that  in  Wisconsin  almost  4^  of  the  wage 
earners  in  manufacturing  industries  in  1939  were  engaged  in  the  production  of 
dairy  products, 

Nearly  half  of  the  rise  in  milk  consumption  in  the  last  20  yeairs^  took 
place  during  the  war,  reflecting  the  wartime  gain  in  family  income,  the  hank 
said,    '^0  this  has  "been  added  a'  steep  rise  in  dairy  products  exports* 

While  per  capita  consumption  of  fluid  milk,  condensed  milk,  cheese  and 
ice  cream  has  shown  a'  substantial  rise  since  1925,  hutter  proved  an  exception. 
Shortages  and  wartime  allocations  of  "butter  reduced  domestic  consumption  of 
hutter       37^  between  1940  and  1946,  the  hank  said. 
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(Tlie  newspapers  and  aagazines  from  v;liich  these  agricultural  items  are 
talzen  arc  on  file  in  Press  Service,  Room  414A,    Phone  G-ene  Harrison  at  603l) 


Prom  ITe\^ 


York  Times,  June  17  - 


WYER  EESISTAiTCS  Oil  I-ISAT  GAINS;  CHOICE  CUTS  RISE  ABOVE  $1  IH  CITY  -  City 
inspectors'  found  several  instances  yesterday  of  meat  selling  at  more  than 
$1  a  pound,  with  record  prices  including  veal  cutlets  at  $1,25,  loin  laml) 
chops  at  $1.20,  and  porterhouse  steak  at  $1.10, 

Commissioner  of  Markets  Eugene  G.  Schulz  said  the  first  day's  findings 
of  the  price  survey  undertaken  "by  his  department  in  the  five  iDoroughs  gave 
official  confirmation  to  what  nearly  every  houseii/'ife  already  knew  tl^at  moat 
prices  had  gone  up  steadily  in  the  last  two  weeks. 

The  increase,  Commissioner  Schulz  said,  was  not  limited  to  choice  cuts 
iDut  affected  lowr-priced  meats,  too.    The  Commissioner  said  ncighoorhood 
hutchers  were  reporting  a  stiffening  of  huyer  resistance. 


IVOOL  BILL  PASSED  BY  HOUSE;  '  ISOIATIOITISM'  CHARGE  PAILS  -  Washington  -  The 
House  approved  today,  while  Administration  Democrats  vainly  cried  accusations 
of  "economic  isolationism,  "  a  "bill  making  possihle  the  exclusion  from  ^this 
country  of  up  to  50  per  cent  of  the  normal  wool  shipments  from  ahroad, 

ITew  import  fees,  to  add  tp  existing  tariffs,  also  could  "be  added.  These, 
it  was  stated  in  the  hitter  House  dehatc,   could  aggregate  up  to  50  per  cent 
of  the  value  of  imported  wool. 

The  measure,  a  composite  worked  out  in  Senate-House  conferences  over  the 
differing  versions  originally  passed  in  ooth  "branches,  first  of  all  v/ould 
continue  domestic  wool-price  suhsidies. 

Along  v/ith  this  it  xrould  empower  the  President  to  restrict  to  half  the 
normal  volume  the  amount  of  v/ool  that  could  he  "brought  in  from  ahroad,  or  to 
put  it  on  a  new  basis,  if  he  found  foreign  shipments  interfering  v/ith  the 
domestic  price. 


CUBANS  HAIL  SUGAR  PLAlM;  COMISSIOIT  ON  POST-WAR  PROBLEMS  GRATEFUL'  POR  U.S. 
AID  -  Plavana  -  The  commission  appointed  hy  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
study  post-war  pro"blems  in  Cu"ba  mot  today  and  approved  a  resolution  e:qoressing 
gratitude  to  Secretary  of  State  Goorge  C,  Marshell  and  Secretary  of  Agrici^turc 
Clinton  P,  Anderson 'for  their  recommendation  of  an  increase  in  Cu"ba' s  partici- 
pation in  the  United  States  sugar  market. 

Representative  Prancisco  I>ucasi,  chairman  of  the  commission,  said  Ouha 
must  live  on  her  exports  and  that  an  increase  of  her  sugar  quota  in  the 
United  States  market  would  mean  economic  sta"bility. 
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Prom  iTcw  York  Times,  June  17  - 

xIATIOil'S  PORSSTS  CALLED  ADEQUATE  -  Chicago  -  The  nation's  forestry  out- 
look is  more  favoralDlG  nov;  than  at  any  time  since  the  "biginning  of  commorcia,! 
lunfocring,   the  American  Lumher  Congress  was  informed  today.    The  lumlDcr  iiv- 
dustry  v;as  further  assured'  that  the  forests  are  ahundant  enough  to  more  tlian 
supply  all  the  Itimher  needed  for  a  rccord-'broaking-;.construction  period  and 
for  j'-cars  to  come, 

"Wo  have  in  this  country  adequate .forest  lands "to  justify  confidence 
■  that  v/e  v/ill  never  exliaust  our  resources,"  said  Corydon  Wagner  of  Tacoma, 
Wash,,  chairman  of  the  Joint  committee  on  forest  conservation  representing 
the  Wc,st  Coast  Lumberman's  and  Pacific  llorthwest  Loggers  Associations, 


TKREAT  TO  POOD  SESII  11m  U.   S.  SHIPPIHG  LACK  -  London  (Reuters)  -  The 
United  States  shipping  shortage  v;ill  he  a  tragedy_  for  the  world's  food  supply 
if  it  lasts  for  a  substantial  time,  ohservers  said  today. 

It  comes  in  the  worst  possihlc  place  and  time,    Britain  would  he  the  least 
affected,  though  not  immune,  and  other  countries  v/ould  face  diastcr,  they 
indicated. 


Prom  ITcw  York  Wall  Street  Journal,  June  17  - 

leSAT  HJYIHG  BY  THE  GOVERHGilT  MY  EE  HALTED  BY  COilGRESSIOlIAL  ACTIOIT  - 
The 'Senate  suhcommittee  considering  the  extension  of  export  controls  quietly 
considers  a  proposal  returning  all  export  grain  business  to  private  trade. 
Under  this  arrangement,  foreign  customers  v/ould  he  told  how  much  wheat  and 
flour  they  could  buy  —  but  actual  purchasing  iTOuld  be  handled  tlirough  the 
regular  grain  tra,de, 

Officials  of  the  Commodity  Credit  Corp.,  which  does  the  government  bu;:,'-ing, 
are  opposed  to  the  idea.    They  say  'they  are  anxious  to  get  out  of  the  v;heat 
buying  business,  but  contend  this  is  not  the  time  to  do  it. 


A  WORLD  PARI"!  BLOC  lias  sot  up  shop  to  push  farmers'  interests  globally. 
Comprising  farm  organizations  of  13  nations,   it  will  be  called  the  .Intcrna^- 
tioixp.l  Podcr^tion  of  Agricultural  Producers,    All  four  of  the  powerful  farm 
gruaps  m  tnis  country  —  the  Grange,  Parm  Bureau,  Paj^mers  Union  a,nd  the 
Council  of  Parmer  Cooperatives  —  arc  members.     The  new  organization  will 
plug  for  commodity  agreements  controlling  world  commerce  in  such  iiitportant 
farm  products  as  wheat,   cotton,  wool,   sugar  and  rice. 


SUGAR  TROUBLE  iS  A  CERTAIFTY  IP  TH?^  MARITII/H  STRIKE  IS  HOT  SETTLED  SOO'E  - 
Big  refineries  on  the  At-lantic  coast,   "looking  for  business"  only  a  short 
while  ago,  arc  now  weeks  behind  in  meeting  a  heayj'-  influx  of  orders.  They 
have  on  hand  only  enough  raw  sugar  to  last  about  two  and  a  half  v/ccks  at 
the  present  refining  rate, 
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Prom  St.  Paul  (Minn.)  Pioneer  Press,  Juno  12 

-  MILK  CO-OP  PROPOSES  4-P0Il\iT  PAHI'-!  AID  PIAIT  -'  Washington  (AP)  -  'The  Hational 
Cooperate  Milk  Producers  Pederation  Wednesday  proposed  that  Congress  set  up 
an  agriculture  plan  to  encourage  full  production  and  give  farmers  fair  pay- 
ments for  their  goods, 

John  Brandt  of  Minneapolis  federation  president,  presented  the  plan  to 
the  House  agriculture  committee,  suggesting: 

1,  A  pool  "be  sot  up  to  hold  and  dispose  of  surplus  goods.    This  pool 
would  contain  seasonal  surplus  goods  at  floor  price  levels /based" on  a  moder- 
nized  parity  price  formula.    Parity  is  a  price  designed  to  give  the  producer 
a  purcliasing  power  equal  to  that  in  a  selected  tase  period, 

2,  A  special  tax. on  certain  sales  of  products  upon  which  price  staljili- 
zation  is  made  effective.    The  tax  revenue  would  te  used  to  pay  for  any 
losses  suffered  through  sale  of  products  from  the  surplus  pool  other  than 
through  regular  or  normal  sales  channels, 

3,  Changes  in  the  present  parity' price  formula .for  farm  goods.  The 
hourly  income  of  the  farmer,  his  wife,  family  .and  all  ihired  help  v;ould  "be 
considered  in  figuring  the  parity  prices, 

4,  Withdjrav/al.'from  use  of  those  lands  on  which  goods  produced,  v/hon 
sold  at  existing  price  levels,  will  l)arely  cover  cost  of  production,  and  of 
those  lands  which  fail,  to  produce  goods  allowing  the  minimum  economic  return,  • 
These  commonly  are  knoira  aS  marginal  and  sulDmarginal  lands,  respectively. 

The  government  would  take  over  or  acg,uire  these  lands  in  v;hole  or  in  part,  • 


Prom  lovra.  Democrat  and  Leader,  June  12  - 

SUDHEIT  BOOST  IIT  I/LEAT  PRICES  BRINGS  CHARGES  AITD  COUIT'IER- CHARGES  -  Chicago, 
(AP)  -  The  st6or  and  the  hog  jumped  "back  again  into  the  pu^blic  spotlight 
Thursday  and  there  were  inn'umore'ble  charges  and  counter  charges  in  expla-nation 
for  the  sudden  "boost  in  meat  prices  in  livestock  markets  and  in  "butcher  shops. 

Average  price  of  steers  and  yearlings  at  Chicago  Wednesday  rose  to  an 
all-time  record  high  at  approximately  $26  a  hundred  pounds  according  to  the 
department  of  agriculture. 

Live  hogs  have  not  advanced  as  sharply  as  "beef  cattle,  the  top  here 
Wednesday  "being  $24,75  a  hundred  pounds  compared  v;ith  $30  on  Pe"b,  25, 

MGanxi^hile,  retail  meat,  prices  also  advanced  during  the  past  several  weeks 
and  representatives  of  "butchers  in  the  east  "blamed  the  meat  packers.  In 
lTej-;ard,  IT,  J,,  "butchers  tlire?,toned  to  close  shop  ujiless  prices  come  dovm, 

"The  "butchers  are -helpless  and  are  getting  so  fed  up  they're  ready  to  take 
a  vacatioli,  "  Joseph  Vian, ' president  of  the  Independent  Retail  Butchers 
Association  o^f  Hew  Jersey,  said. 

Large  packers  in  Chicago,  discounting  talk  of  heavy  foreign  e:rports,  said 
advancing  meat  prices  represented  an  "amazing"  domestic  consumer  dcma.nd, 
•particularly  for  "beef.    This,  they  said,  also  was  reflected  in  the  high  price 
for  iDccf  cattle  at  livestock  markets, 

Tlie  agriculture  department  said  meat  production  last  week  totaled  317,000,- 
000  pounds,  46  per  cent  higher  than' a  year  ago, 

-  "''Haen- the  price  of  meat  goes'  up,  the  consumer  howls,  "but  vmen  the  price  of 
livestock-  goes  down  we  get  the  howls  from  the  producer,  "  one  packer  said, 

"We  operate  "betv/eon  the  devil  and  the  deep  "blue  sea," 
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Prom  Mcnrphis  Commercial  Appeal,  June  14  -  . 

U,  S.  COTTOIT  SHIPPHIRS  E3TUEII  FROM  MISSION;  200,000  MLES  WILL  HOVE.  TO 
GSSiaiTY  HEXT  CROP  YEAR  -  The  delegation  of  American  cotton  shippers,  who  have 
"been  three  weeks  in  Europe  arranging  for  the  private  shipment  of  cotton  to 
G-ermany,  returned  to  V/ashington  yesterday  after  a.  successful  mission* 

Assistant  Secretary  of  War  Peterson  reported  tliat  except  for  a  few  details 
their  \rork  had  "been  completed  and  that  some  200,000  "bales  of  cotton  v;ill  move 
to  Germany  in  the  next  crop  year.    This  is  less  than  has  "been  shipped  this 
season,,  some  240,000  hales,  "because  British  Empire  sources  will  furnish  a 
greater  percsentage  this  year  than  last. 

The  &erman  shipments  v/ill  "be  financed  "by  a  $20,000,000  corporation  with 
the  shippers  putting  up  $1,000,000  and  the  Export-Import  Bank  ^19,000,000. 
The  siiippcrs  over suhscri "bed  their  capital  at  a  meeting  in  Memphis  last  month. 


IVom  Milv/aulcee  Wis,  Journal,  June  13  - 

PRICE  01  FEAT  IVORRIES  QAI^S;  COST  TO  RESTAURAIOTS  HA.S  RISEN  20/5- III  LAST 
30  BA.YS  -  If  meat  prices  go  any  higher,  Milwaulcec  restaurants  will  have  to 
remove  some  meats  from  their  menus  or  raise  prices,  Elmer  Conforti,  executive 
secretary''  of  the  Wisconsin  Restaurant  association,  said  Friday, 

Wholesale  meat  prices  quoted  to  restaurants  have  increased  an  overall 
20^  in  the  last  30  days,    Conforti  said,  with  some  "beef  and  veal  cuts  having 
increased  30  to  35^, 

"I  think  that  restaurant  owners  intend  to  go  along  without  changing 
prices  or  menus  for  the  time  "being^  hut  if  meat  prices  go  up  any  more, 
something  mil  have  to  he  done,  "  he  said, 

"We  are  v/illing  to  continue  supplying  meat  dishes,  "but  if  the  meat  prices 
go  higher  and  the  customers  still  demand  mes.t,  then  they  will  have  to  ■  share 
the  added  cost,"  ■  ■■ 


.-■  MILK  BTCREASE  AIDS  PARI'.'IERS;  RURAL  IHCOME  BOOSTED  -  Chicago,  111,  -  A 
rising  per  capita  consumption  of  milk  and  dairy  products  and  an  increase  in 
ejcports  have  heen  important  to  Wisconsin  and  other  north  central  dairy  states, 
according  to  the  June  issue  of  Business  Comment,  published  hy  the  northern 
Trust  Co, 

Ahout  16c  of  every  foliar  of  cash  farm  income  in  the  north  central  states 
in  1945  were  derived  from  the  sale  of  dairy  products,  the  hank  reported.  As 
an  example' of  the  importance  of  dairy  manufactures  as  a  source  of  employment 
and  income,  the  hanlc  pointed  out  that  in  Wisconsin  almost  4^  of  the  wage 
earners  in  manufacturing  industries  in  1939  were  engaged  in  the  production  of 
dairy  products, 

Nearly  half  of  the  rise  in  milk  consumption  in  the  last  20  years_  took 
place  during  the  war,  reflecting  the  wartime  gain  in  family  income,  the  hank 
said,    ^0  this  has  "been  added  a  steep' rise  in  dairy  products  exports, 

Wlaile  per  capita  consumption  of  fluid  milk,  condensed  milk,  .  cheese  and 
ice  cream  has  shown  a  substantial  rise  since  1925,  hutter  proved  an  exception. 
Shortages  and  wartime  allocations  of  hutter  reduced  domestic  consunrption  of 
hutter  hy  37^  between  1940  and  1946,  the  hank  said. 
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' fV  (Ijie  newspapers  and"maga zi ne s  fr om  \i;h i cli  these  agricultural  items  are 

taken  are  on  file  in  Press  Service,  Room  41 4A.,    Phone  Gene  Harrison  at  6031.) 

From  Hew  York  Times,  June  18  - 

I.  Y.  CITY  COUIICIL  ASKS  C0IIGR3SS  TO  IITYESTIGATE  IQ1A.T  PRICES  -  The  Citj^ 
Council  adopted  yesterday  a  resolution  asking  Congress  to  investigate  soaring 
meat  prices  throughout  the  nation.    At  the  same  time.  Markets  Comraissioner 
Eugene  G»  Schulz  reported,  on  the  "basis  of  a  city-wide  sampling  in  butcher 
shops,   that  meat  prices,  within  a  period  of  eighteen  days,  had  made  an 
"unusual'^  advance  .that  ranged  from  5  to  29  per  cent, 

Comissioner  Schulz  offered  evidence  that  the  price  rises  were  not 
limited  to  choice  cuts  hut  struck  just  as  hard  at  low-income  families  that 
"bought  the  cheaper  meats.    The  hum"ble  ham"burger  "became  a  luxu.ry  item  to 
some  housewives  "by  virtue  of  a  26  per  cent  price  rise. 

In  some  instances,   the  city  inspectors  found,  the  cheaper  cuts  of 
meat  \fere  priced  higher  in  low-income  neigh'bor hoods  than  in  sections  where 
food  "budgets  are  usually  higher,    Harlem  "butchers  v/ere  charging  45  cents  a 
pound  for  chopped  heef  which  could  "be  "bought  in  the  Flathush  section  of 
Brooklyn  for  29  cents, 

SUGAR  QUOTA  RISE,  RATION  EiTD  BARRED;  U.  S.  EXPERT  SEES  SUPPLY  HOT 
SUFFICITulTT  TO  liTARRAHT  STEP  FOR  INDUSTRIAL  USERS  -  The  sugar  supply  pictm-e 
is  still  not  sufficiently  clear  to  warrant  immediate  increase  of  allotments 
to  Industrial  users  or  removal  of  industrial  ration  controls,  Albert  S, 
ilemir,  cliief  of  program  analysis,   sugar  "branch.  Department  of  Agriculture, 
told  a  meeting  of  The  Sugar  Clu"b  yesterday.    On  the  other  hand,  he  said,  the 
Department  is  not  planning  to  ask  for  an  extension  of  controls  "beyond  Oct,  31, 

Mr,  ITemir,  reading  a  speech  that  was  to  have  "been  delivered  hjT-  Jaxies  H, 
Marshall,   chief  of  the  sugar  "branch,  told  the  group  that  the  department  load 
no  o"bjection  to  reopening  of  the  Hew  York  Coffee  and  Sugar  Exchange  in  July 
if  the.  sugar  industry  so  desires.    The  Government  also  has  no  o"bjection  to 
amending  control  regulations  over  price  and  rationing'  so  that  future  trading 
'  can  "be  carried  on,  he  said. 

Pointing  out  that  estimates  of  sugar  availa"ble  for  the  United  States 
this  year  are  continuing  to  go  higher,  Mr,  Hemir  said  that  increa.sed  supplies 
from.  Java,  Puerto  Rico  and  Hawaii  also  are  tending  to  make  the  supplj"  picture 
"brighter.     The  fundamental  control  question,  however,  is  the  ra.te  of  distri"bu- 
tion  over  the  next  few  months,  he  pointed  out, 

U.  S.  TO  PAY  90/^  OF  PARITY  TO  GROV^TEIS  FOR  l>fflEAT  _  Vfeshington  (UP)  -  The 
department  of  Agriculture  today  announced  that  the  Government  would  offer  to 
wheat  growers  a  chance  to  sell  their  crops  outriglit  this  year  to  the  Commodity 
Credit  Corporation  at  90  per  cent  of  parity. 
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From  i?ew  "^'ork  Journal  of  Commerce,  June  18  - 

RAILS  EI3AIIG0  Sa^OST  ITGIGHT  liJ  SHIP  S'IRIKE;  ?ORSIGI]_?LA.C-  CA?J:I3RS, 
liTTERCOASTAL  SERVICE  UiIA.FrECTSD  BY  ORDER  -  A  sweeping  embargo  on  all  freight 
consigned  for  export  on  American- flag  vessels  was  imposed  yesterday  !>:'  the 
Association  of  American  Railroads  as  prospects  for  an  early  end-  to  the  cv.rrent 
shipping  strike  faded, 

The  rail  embargo,  in  addition  to  "barring  all  exports  of  commercial 
merchandise  on  American  vessels,  will  also  lia.lt  shipments  consigned  to  the 
coastal  steamship  lines.    Export  freight  consigned  to  foreign  flag  ships  and 
to  Anerican  inter  coastal  lines  will,  however,  be  accepted  by  the  railroads, 
according  to  George  C,  Randall,  AAR  manager  of  port  traffic. 


ACT  TOI^DPROV/  Oil  SUGAR  TRADIilG  _  New  York  Coffee  &  Sugar  Exche.nge  will 
m;et  tomorrow  afternoon  to  act  on  a  recommendation  of  a  special  committee 
that  trading  be  resumed  on  July  1  in  s;:-gar  futures  domestic  contract. 


U,  S.  COTTON  PRICES  TOO  HIGH  FOR  U.  K.     -  Liverpool  -  United  States 
offers  of  old  crop  cotton  are  so  dear  in  com.parison  v/ith  -or ices  asked  for 
competitive  growths  that  it  is  unlikely  the  British  Cotton  Control  will  shov/ 
interest  in  them, 

lOI/A  imi  I^DERATIOiT  TO  SET  UP  HA.IL  COI-MIY  -  Des  Moines,   la.  -  The 
lov/a  Farm  Bureau  Federation,  already  in  the  automobile  and  life  insurance 
field,  has  voted  to  set  up  a  separate  hail  insurance  company  for  members. 


■From  Hew  York  Wall  Street  Journal,  June  18  - 

COITGPJISS  ivIAY  COilTIirOE  TRADE  CUR3S  liTTO  1948  TO  GHi^.FrTEL  AID  ABROAD  - 
Washington  ~  The  program  of  American  aid  to  hard-pressed  foreign  na.tions  may 
force  a  reluctant  G,  0,  P,  to  continue  controls  over  e:q5orts  into  1948, 

Legislators  are  now  considering  the  extension  of  the  goverrjnent' s  trade- 
regulating  authority  contained  in  the  Export  Control  Act.     They  have  less  tiian 
two  weeks  to  make  up  their  minds.    Unless  they  take  action  by  June  30, 
restrictions  on  exports  will  end  when  the  act  e.qpires, 

U.  S.  MILLS  COlISUl'-iED  827,234  BALES  OR  COTTOII  IIT  MY,   OFF  IROU  YHIAR  AC-0  - 
Washington  -  The  Census  Bureau  reported  that  United  States  mills  consiuncd 
827, 234' bales  of  cotton  during  i%y.    This  compared  with  882,880  during  April 
and  871,470  during  May,  1946. 

Aggregate  consumi^tion  of  cotton  during  the  10-month  ■ -/period  ended  ^'^y 
31  totaled  8,  629 , 564balcs,  com.pared  v;ith  7,  641,287  bales  in  similar  period 
a  year  ago» 
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?rora  Detroit  (Mich.)  News,  June  11  - 

BUIIHS  FIGHT  I-iSAT  PRICES;  HISS  UP  TO  20  P3R  CENT;' i"0  RELIEF  IH  SIGHT  - 
Detroit  housewives  have  tegun  to  relDel  at  increases  in  the  retail  price  of 
meats. 

Increases  ranged  from  7  to  20  per  cent  over  those  of  three  xi^eeks  ago 
and  little  relief  was  seen  "by^  those  in  the  meat  industry. 

Housewife  .:re  si  stance,  in  the' form  of  refusal  'to  "buy  the  more  expensive  cuts, 
was  reported  to  "be  widespread. 

Cattle  tiuyers  in  Detroit  l)elieved  the  prices  of  prime,  corn-fed  "beef 
would  go  still  higher.     Shipments  of  grass-fed  cattle  from  the  western  plains, 
which  usually  offer  price  relief  at  this  time  were  erqpedted  to  "be  30  to 
100  days  "behind  schedule.    It  v/ill  "be  the  middle  of  July  "before  this  type  of 
"beef  will  appear  in  any  quantities  on  the  Detroit  market. 

The  delay  was  attri"buted  to  the  late  spring, 

'The  sudden  jump  in  meat  prices,  which  sent  steaks  to  new  high  levels 
here,  has  "been  experienced  throughout  the  nation  and  little  agresment  was 
found  as  to  the  cause. 


From  Chicago  Journal  of  Commerce,  June  12  - 

HA.LF  SA.ID  'NO'  -  Editorial  -  "Do  you-'belieT?'e  that  farms  will  "be  kept  up 
and  farming  "be  profita"ble  without  government  control  of  production?  "  In 
reply  to  that  question  the  Grocery  %nufactujrers  of  America,  polling  mxsmbers 
of  its  farm  panel,  found  45  per  cent  of  them  voting  "no," 

Seally^  it  is  disheartening  to  find  nearly  half  of  a  group  of  modern 
Americans  advocating  continued  government  intervention,     Free  competitive 
enterprise  flowers  "but  fee"bly  in  such  soil.     Its  prime  product  is  the  iun,<ru.s 
of  farm  dependency. 

On  what  groujid  do  the  "no"  voters  in  the  GI^^A.  poll  "base  their  ansv;ers7 

One  of  them  doesn't  "believe  that  farmers 'are  "educated  to  the  point 
v/here  goverrjnent  can  depend  on  the  present  land  owners  to  take  care  of  the 
coming  generation,"    But  if  v;e  "control"  the  farmer  for  the  sake  of  his 
children,  we  must  simila,rly  control  factory-owners,  "bankers,  shop-keepers  — 
anyone  with  ]productive  property  since  such  persons,"  too,  cannot  he  guaranteed 
to  "take  care  of  the  coming  generation," 

Another  "no"_ voter  says:     "I  think  the  same  thing  would  happen  as  in 
1930,    ST;.rplus  takes  prices  down.     You  have  to  produce  more  to  sell  to  get 
enough  to  live  on.    Overproduction  drives  prices  lov/er,_  As  the  standard,  of 
living  drops,  farmers  vp.it  the  farm,"    In  other  words  if  farmers  are  su'b- 
jocted  to  the  laws  of  supply  and  demand,   they  v/ill  quit. 

From  Philadelphia  (Pa,)  Salle'tin,  June  13  -        "     •  ' 

S'uGAH  DIVIDEND  -  Editorial  -  Secretary  Anderson  gives  housewives,  hotels 
restaurants  the  first  fruits  of  the  increased  stcpplies  of  sugar.     In  keeping 
controls  on  prices  and  on  industrial  users  the  new  order  is  aimed  to  prevent 
industries  from  "buying  up  large  quantities  of  sugar  to  the  disadvantage  of 
the-  housewife,  .  Congressional  restiveness  under  sugar  rationing  ma^''  have 
helped  the  Secretary  to  an  early  decision  to  ahandon  it.    But  the  Department 
of  Agriculture  has  indicated    for  some  months  that  plenty  was  replacing  scarcity 
in  sugar » 
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Jrom  Manchester  (IT.H.)  Union,  June  12  -  '  ' 

PAEI-i  PPJGE  BOOM  ~  Editorial  -  The  conference  at  Washington  on  Tuesday, 
at  President  Truman's  direction,  of  government  officials,  insurance  company 
heads,  and  leaders  of  farm  organizations,   to  consider  the  farm  price  prohlem 
was  hoth  timely  and  important.    The  "boom  in  farm  prices,  accompanied  "by  an 
increasing  indebtedness  through  farm  purchases,  has  aroused  deep  concern  among 
national  leaders. 

This  si tuation_  was  presented  to  the  conference  "by  Secretary  of  Agriculture 
Anderson,     The  secretary  showed  that  farm  prices  today  are  92  per  cent  ahove 
the  1935-1939  level.    This  inflation  of  prices  has  "been  accompanied  hy  a 
sharp  increase  in  the  purchase  of  farmland.    The  purchase  of  farms  would  not 
in  itself  "be  so  had,  were  it  not  that  in  a  high  percentage  of  cases  it 
incurs  heavy  indehtodness,    Encouraged  hy  the  reign  of  prosperity  during 
and  since'  the  v;ar,  many  farmers  are  mortgaging  themselves  heavily  to  acquire 
mbro  land,  forgetful  of  the  fact  that  the  present  era  of  high  returns  may 
not  continue  for  ever, 

ITot  only  so,  "but  lending  agencies  have  made  ■borrov7ing_  easy.  Secretary 
Anderson  pointed. out  that  last  year,  in  one  out  of  eve-jy  seven  farm  purchases 
the  loan  s.mounted  to  75  per  cent  or  more  of  the  sale  price. 

Lending  agencies  could  help  hy  instructing  the  farmer  in  the  risks 
involved  in  incurring  heavy  indelDtedness  "by  over'b'uying  at  this  time  of  high 
farm  values.    In  fact  similar  caution  migh    prove  helpful  in  the  real  estate 
market  generally. 


Prom  Little  Rock  Arkansas  Gazette,  «June  11  ~ 

THESE  SURPLUS  POTATOES  AQA.I1T  _  Editorial  -  Three  more  carloads  of 
potatoes  were  dumped  in  Baldwin  county,  Ala"bama,  where  the  potatoes  v;ere 
destroyed  that  stirred  up  a  country-wide  commotion.    But  now  more  than 
17,000  pounds  of  surplus  potatoes  hage  "been  shipped  "by  the  Production  and 
Marketing  Administration  from  an  Ala"bama  point  to  Montgomery  for  distribution 
to  institutions  in  that  area. 

This  whole  "business  goes  "back  to  the  lav/  passed       Congress  which  obli- 
gated the  government  to  support  the  price  of  potatoes.    If  the  government 
"bu^^s  large  surplus  quantities  of  a  perisha"ble  product  like  potatoes,  "because 
the  market  will  not  absorb  them,  it  has  got  to  find  some  way  to  dispose  of 
them,     Suxplus  potatoes  should  of  cours  be  used  for  food  whore  that  dispo- 
sition of  them  is  practicable,  but  many  tons  have  been  sold  for  industrial 
uses  or  other  uses  with  the  government  absor"bing  hea-;"y  loss.    As  was  said 
before  in  these  colixmnsj  the  government  lost' $15,000,000  on  potatoes  in  1945 
and  $80,000,000  in  1946,     It  is  still  losing. 

The  Department  of  Agriculture  actually  su^ested  to  Confess  tliat  the 
lav/  be  changed.  Maybe  the  commotion  over  the  destruction  of  potatoes  will 
move  Congress  to  re-examination  of  the  price  support  program. 
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(She  nev/spaper s  and  ma,^a ll ne'^s"  f r ora  v;hicli;r 
taken  a-re  on  file  in  Press  ••5ervice,,._5^ooia  4-1 4A., 


je  agricultural  .items  are 
PHone  Gene  Harrison  at  5.031.; 


iron  Hew  York  Times,  June  20  - 

SIC;iA..[di]^  43  to  38,  PASSES  BILL  ALLOWIIIC-  WOOL  IL'I'ORT  CU2BS  -  Washington  - 
The  Senate,  hy  a  vote  of  48  to  38,   completed  Congressional  action  toda.;^''  on  a 
comprom.ise  till  making  it  possilile  for  the  President  to  impose  50  per  cent  v;ool 
import  fees  atop  the  existing  tariff  and  to  exclude  as  much  as  half  of  the 
normal  foreign  v/ool.  shipments. 

The  measure,  which  was  stoutly  opposed  "by  the  Administration  as  a  turning 
toward.  isola.-t,ionism-  and  as  likely  to  "scuttle"  the  current  Geneva  world  trade 
conference,-,  y;as ,  approved  "by  a  majority  somewhat  larger  proportionately  than 
the  lSl-to-lS6  vote  "by  v;liich  it  passed  the  House  on  Monday, 

The  Dili  goes  to  the  'fnite  House,  where  a  Presidential  veto,  and  one 
that  oy  every  sign  coiild  "be  sustained,  was  \i;idely  forecast. 


CIO  SHIP  MEiJ  HATIPY  PACTS;  _  SAILINGS  TO  PJilSFiS  TODAY  -  The  nation's 
m.erchant  marine  stirred  into  normal  activity  last  night  as  the  f our-day-old 
maritime  strike-    came  to  an  end. 


TOlTTT-uE  PERIL  SZI.II  TO  ilElf  YORK  iiILK;  DAIRTiSJ  AT  SYRACUSE  I'-IESTIITG  SAY  COLD, 
WET  SPRIHG  THRLATEHS  SHORTAGES  OE  TEED  _    Syracuse,  H,  Y,  -  ITew  York  City's 
milk  supply  next  winter  —  as  well  as  that  of  other  cities  in  the  metro^Dplitan 
milk  "siied  • —  is  threatened  liy  the  exiDCcted  oat  and  corn  shortage  due  to  the 
v;ettest, ,  coldest  and  most  backward  planting  season  in  V/eather  Bureau  history. 

That  was  the  consensus  of  opinion  among  hundreds  of  dairymen  from  all 
quarters  of  the  six  states  included  in  the  territory  of  the  Dairymen's  League 
Cooioerative  Association  which  closed  its  annual  meeting  here  today. 


GOAL  SET  TO  5^ED  IJSEDY  CHILDREN; ^Eil-RGEHCY  EuiJD  WILL  SUPPLY  AID  TO 
3,250,000  I  IT  EUROPE  AiTD.  C;£IhA  DURIilG- 1947  -  LaJ-e  Success,  IT.  Y. ,  -  3he 
Children's  Snergency  Eund  will  supply  milk  and  supplem'entary  food  this  year 
to  3,2-50,000  under nonxi shod  children  in  Europe  and  China,   it  was  decided 
here  today  hy  the  fund' s  executive  hoard, 

A  BILL  TO  EIITDER  TRADE  -  Editorial  -  By.  a  Senate  vote  of  48  to  58  yester- 
day afternoon  Congress  com.pleted  action  on  a  measure  v/hich  might  truthfully 
he  called  "An  Act  to  Hinder  World  Trade,"    This  v/as,  of  course,  the  v/ool 
hill,  a  hyhrid  produced  hy  grafting  on  an  Administration  price-support  plan 
a  provision  for  quotas  or  import  fees  to  keep  foreign  .v/ool  from  competing 
with  domestic  v/ool.    The  drive  hehind  this  amendment  originated  with  the 
American  v;ool  producers  hu.t  was  not  confined  to  thom.     Other  producers,  fore- 
seeing future  need  for -protection  in  their  ov/n  fields;   Joined  in. 

Farm  Digest  1325-47 


-  2  - 


From  Hew  "York  Journal  of  Cohrncrce,  June  20  - 

• '  SALDWil'ASKS' COl^TGEESS  FOR  FULL  PROCE  PHOBE  _  Washington  -  (A?)  _  Senator 
Baldwin  (Rep,,  Conn.)  called  today  for  an  immediate  Congressional  inauiry  into 
the  prolDlera  of  high  prices,  and  Senator  Taft  (Hep,,  Ohio)  assured  him  one  is 
ahout  to  start, 

ITove-^theless,  Baldwin  offered  a  resolution  which  v/ould  authorize  the 
i2;roatlon  of  a  joint  House-Senate  Committee,  with  $100,000  expense  account, 
"to  inp>G  a  full  and  complete  study  and  investigation  of  the  present  high 
pr-'cpr  of  consumer  goods"  and,  report  hack  to  Congress  hy  Harch  1, 


S^jr-KP.  TimTKSS  TRADIITG  TO  BE  RESUMED  JULY  1  -  Trading  will  he  resumed 
in  the  domestic  sugar  futures  contract  after  suspension  of  more  than  five 
years  on  July  1,    A  committee  from  the  ilew  York  Coffee  &  Sugar  Exchange  will 
leave  within  a  few  days  to  confer  with  Ciihan  officials  on  resumption  of 
trading  in  the  Ho,  4  contract  as  soon  as  fcasihle. 


EGG  HJTURES  PASS  50c  IH  UPSWING  -  Bullish  sentiment,  prompted  hy  a 
Government  report  of  lov;  cold  storage  holdings  and  expanded  consumer  demand 
for  eggs  as  meat  prices  continue  at  prohi"bitive  levels,  yesterday  pushed  egg 
fu.tures  to  new  seasonal  highs  for  the  second  consecutive  day  on  the  Chicago 
Merchantile  Exchange,  "breaking  through  the  50c  level  on  "both  Octo"ber  and 
Hovemher  contracts. 


Prom  How  York  Wall  Street  Journal,  June  20  -  •  .• 

li/HSAT  WOFuRIES  government  price  supporters.     They  eye  the  narrow  margin 
"betv;cen  market  prices  and  the  v;heat  loan  rate  of  $2,05,  Chicago  "basis,. 
Officials  fear  a  market  slujnp  may  swamp  the  government  v/ith  an  avalanche  of 
the  grain  from  this  year's  htunpcr  crop. 


SE1IA.TE  CRITICISM  is  already  in_  the  making  for  the  trade  plans  heing 
shaped  at  Geneva,     Chairman  Millilcin  of  the  Senate  Pina,nce  Cominittec  is  se- 
cretly at  v/ork,  on  a  series  of  G.O.P,  attacks  on  the  administration's  recipro- 
cal trade  program  and  International  Trade  Organization  proposals. 


Prom  Chicago  Daily  Tri"bune,  June  20  - 

BOOST  IH  DAILY  BOX  CAR  USE  IS  RECOLIMElipSD  _  Washington  (A?)  -  Two 

interstate  commerce  commission  examiners  have  recommended  a  tcraporary  in- 
crease from  '■■1,25  to  $5  in  the  daily  charge  a  railroad  muct  "oay  for  using 
another  railroad' s  hox  car  for  longer  than  five  days.  They  told  the  conv- 
nission  the  higher  charge  should  promote  efficient  use  of  cars  dujifig  t'le 
present  shortage.  The  examiners  rccom.mended  some  exceptions,  such  as  delays 
caused  hy  strikes,   fires,   floods,  or  storms. 
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-irom  Providence  (H.  I.)  Journal,  June  13  - 

IviYSTSHY  0?  i-iniA.T     Editorial  -  The  average  price  of  steers  this  week 
■reached  3,  new  all-oime  record.     The  price  of  ' hogs,  a^tho^^gh  not  esta^'bliching 
a  nev/  record,  rose  apprecialDly.    But  none  of  the  price  advances  at  the  packing 
centers  compares  in  degree  with  the  rise  of  meat  at  retail  in  recent  days, 

Everyone  in  supposed  position  to  know  — -  government  officials,  meat 
packers,  distributors  —  professes  to  "be  mystified.    All  claim  they  cannot 
explain  the  sudden  rise  in  prices  to  the  consumer, 

The  admitted  facts  as  to  receipts  at  stockyards,  government  purchases, 
and  exports  place  responsibility  on  the  Administration  to  investigabe  this 
concerted,  nation-v;ide,  and  abrupt  rise  in  meat  prices,     If  there  is  any 
valid  reason,  the  G-overnnent  should  be' able  on  investigation  to  put  its 
finger  on  it.     In  the  pviblic  interest,  it  should  move  sv/iftly. 


Jrom  Chicago  Sun,  June  13  - 

?A3I-I  LOAIJS  BaP.  RUlIA-mi  PRICSS  -  Peoria,  111.  -  Despite  the  continued 
rising'  price  trend  of  Illinois  farm  lands,  there  is  little  danger  of  prices 
running  ai^iarj  as  occured  in  the  1920s,  Halph  Field,  C-alesburg  broker,  told 
the  Farm  Brokers  meeting  here  today  at  the  opening  session  of  the  Illinois 
Association  of  Real  Istate  Boards  annual  convention* 

Because  insurance  coropanies  and  other  landers  have  held'  d.o\m  loans  by 
demanding  large  cash  invfc.3-cmentS;  Pield  declared  it  was  his  belief  that 
specu-lators  could  not  bring  a  collapse  in  the  market,   since  "there  has  been 
only  a  small  amount  of  speculation,"    The  speculator  has  been  frozen  out  of 
the  market,  he  said,  because  of  the  "big  money"  needed  for  down  pa;^ments. 


From  Buffalo  (IT.T, )  ^ourier-Sxpress,  Jane  10  -        '  ' 

SURPLUS  POTATO  DISPOSAL  _  Conseivably  abashed  'by  the  storm  of  protest 
that  followed  its  destruction  of  surplus  potatoes  with  kerosene  and  fire,  the 
Agriciature  Department  has  appealed  to  public  and  cliari table  institutions  to 
take  surplus  early  potatoes  off 'its  hands  at  no  cost. 

Recognition  by  the  Department  of  Agriculture  that  official  co-operation 
in  wasteful  disposal  of  potatoes  is  a  shocking  procedxire  —  in  view  of  the  . 
high  cost  of  living  and  the  specter  of  starvation  sweeping  the. world  —  may 
serve  to  allay  popular  indignation,    Free  distribution  of  surplus  potatoes  is 
so  obviously  feasible  and  fitting  that  official  resort  to  it  only  at  long 
last  challenges  coirrprehension.     Certainly  'the  new  policy  should  be  broadened 
to  tal^e  ca-r-^..  of  the  factor  of  vraste  in  the  department's  entire  program  of 
potato  crop  purchases.     That  factor  hitherto  has  been\so  sizable  that  the 
benefits  of  potato  conservation  through  public  or  eharitable  tise  v;hould  prove 
con  espondingly  significant. 

I'^hile  the  goverment  is  minded  to  mitigate  popular  food  needs,  it  v/ould 
seem  in  order  that  it' make  surplus  potatoes  available  to  any  and  all  needy 
who  appear  entitled  to  the  largest  b--  a  government  policy  of  -  making  such  food 
over-costly  for  them.     If  the  government  considers  it  has  the  .i^ight  to-  destroy 
food,  can  it  reasonably '  deny  the  poor  people  of  the  countr.y  the  privilege  to 
take  and  consume  it  for  their  survival? 
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S'ron  Denver  (Colo.)  Post,  June  13  - 


BACK  TO  NOEl-'IALCY  _  Editorial  -  Coca-Cola  stoclc  on  the  ITex^  York  excliange 
went  up  8  points  I'/ednesday,    I-'Iore  than  a  q.uarter  of  a  million  dollars  chan^ed^ 
hajids  on  transactions  involving  1,700  shares, 

I'lan;^^  narket  olDservers  v/ere  somewhat  pulazled  "by  the  "bullish  demons tra-ti on. 
They  knew  that  the  international  emergency  food  council  had  just  increased 
the  United  States  sugar  quota  for  this  year  hy  350,000  tons.     They  knew  the 
increase  prohalDly  would  hasten  the  removal  of  sugar  rationing  —  "but  how^ 
mudi  they  did.  not  know, 

•^fter  the  market  closed,   there  came  an  announcement  from  Washington, 
Sugar  rationing,  except  tliat  for  industrial  use,  \-ja.s  to  end  at  once  —  at  mid- 
night. 

That  seemed  to  explain  everything.     The  natura^l  inference  v/as  that  stock 
market  "insiders"  had  received  a  tip  in  advance  and  that,  v;hile  industrial 
sugar  users  v/ould  not  "be  affected  immediately,  the  news  was  considered  "bullish 
enough  to  create  a  Coca-Cola  stock  "buying  flurry, 

Tliat  inference  may  "be  entirely  groundless  "but  suspicions  regarding  leaks 
of  valuable  marljiet  information  from  high  government  offices  have  "been  entirely 
too  frequent  in  recent  years, 

1/e  hope  that  Secretary  of  Agriculture  Anderson  will  take  the  opportunity 
to  check  on  the  stock  market  flurry  in  relation  to  its  possible  connection 
v./ith  the  sugar  rationing  situation, 

Suga.r  was  the  first  commo  dity  to  "be  rationed  in  this  country  during  the 
v/ar.    It  was  the  last  to  "be  removed  from  rationing.     The  era  of  serious 
wartime  shortages  of  "basic  commodities  may  now  "be  considered  officially  ended. 


From  I'utte  Montana  Standard,  June  13  - 

DUST  BOV/L  11.  -  Editorial  -  The  Agriculture  department  estimates  that  the 
nation  vdll  produce  475,000,000  "bushels  of  wheat  more  than  it  will  need  this 
year.    In  order  to  produce  this  record  wheat  crop  many  farmers  are  aDa,ndoning 
good  fa.rming  practices.     They  are  crop]ping  v/heat  land  v/hich  should  "be  allowed 
to  lie  fallov;  for  a  year.     They  have  plov;ed  up  grass  land  v/hich  should  liave 
"been  permitted  to  remain  grass  land.    And  they  are  indulging  in  other  j^rao- 
tices  v;hich  lia.ve  a  tendency  to  ro'b  the  soil  -  of  its  fertility.     So  the  cost  of 
producing  4-75,000,000  "bushels  of  wheat  more  than  v/e  need  is  far  greater  than 
merely  the  value  of  the  v;heat  "by  the  "bushel. 

The  farming  practices  of  our  wheat  growers  in  the  Great  Plains  area  dur- 
ing World  War  I  contri"butcd  to  the  cause  of  the  dust  "bovd  of  the  'oO's,  'Tlie 
chances  are  that  we  have  laid  the  foundation  for  a  "bigger  and  "better  dust 
"bov/l  during  V/orld  War  II, 

We  wonder  if  any  of  the  recipients  of  our  "benefits  will  remera"ber  the  source 
of  their  aid  if  and  when  IHist  Bowl  II  develops, 

Prom  Charleston  (S.C.)  ilews  and  Courier,  June  15  - 

POTA.TO  lUlvIPIl^G  mr  EkYm  EHDSD  AS  SEASOIT  CLOSES  -  With  the  potato  season 
in  Charleston  county  virtually  over,  the  dxtmping  of  potatoes  under  the  govern- 
ment su"bsidization  program  may  have  ended,     Charles  E,  C-i"i^son,  Meggett  grower, 
said  potatoes  were  dumped  at  his  farm  through  yesterday  "but  he  "believed  that 
would  "be  all.    By  Tuesday  virtually  all  fa,rraers  v/ill  have  completed  t'-.eir 
digging,  he  sa„id. 
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(The  newspapers  and  magazines  from  v/hich  these  agricultural  items  are 
taken  ajre  on  file  in  Press  Service,  Room  41 4A,    Phone  Gene  Harrison  at  6031.) 

Prom  ITev/  York  Journal  of  Cominerce,  June  23  - 

PSAIC  GRAIN  EXPORTS  PLAITl^D,  FAR  ASOVE  LAST  YMR'  S  GOAL  -mshington  - 
Mihimujn  grain  exports  from  the  United  States  totaling  a  record  shipment  of 
16,000,000  tons  in  the  coming  crop  year  are  now  "being  considered  "by  the 
Department  of  Agriculture,  it  was  learned  today. 

These  exports  are  planned  for  the  period  from  July  1,  1947,   to  June  30, 
1948,  and  are  6,000,000  tons  larger  tlian  the  goal  v/hich  the  Department  of 
Agri cu'.lture  set  a  year  ago  for  the  crop  year  now  draii/ing  to  a  close. 


lilLORSES  AITDERSOIT  FERTILIZER  BILLj  OFFERS  liTDUSTRY  CHAi^'CE  FOR  COITSTRUC- 
TIVE  STAiTD,  UFA  PRESIDENT  SAYS  ^  Spring  Lake,  IT, J.  -  General  support  oy  the 
fertilizer  industry  of  the  fertilizer  "bill  recently  proposed  "by  Secretary  of 
Agri cu-lture  Anderson  which  would  estahlish  a  national  policy  on  soil  resources 
was  urged  here  yesterday  hy  Maurice  H,  Lockwood,  president  of  the  ITational 
Fertilizer  Association, 

The  1)111  authorizes  a  sound  expansion  of  fundamental  and  applied  research 
and  a  demonstration  program  within  reasonalDle  limits  and  through  estahlished 
State  and  Federal  agencies,  Lockv/ood  told  450  members  of  the         at  the  clos- 
ing session  of  the  association' s  annual  convention, 

•    The  hill  does  not  include  any  features  authorizing  either  Government 
fertilizer  plant  construction  or  comm.ercial  production  of  fertilizers  hy 
Govern..ient  or  free  distribution  of  fertilizer  to  two  per  cent  of  the.  nation' s 
farms,  in  contrast  to  hills  rireviously  intuoduced  which  call  for  construction 
of  Governiiient  plants  and  Govermnent  distribution,  Lockv/ood  explained. 


From  'U'all  Street  Journal,  il,  Y, ,  June  23  - 

LACK  OF  EQJJIPMENT  TO  HIT  '48  JAVA  SUSIR  OUTPUT,   ISFC  SAY  -  Batavia 
(Aneta)  -  Javanese  sugar  production  during  1948  will  be  gravely  impaired 
unless  repair  and  maintenance  materials  essential  to  the  operation  of  sugar 
plants  are  imported  soon,  the . International  Emergency  Food  Council's  three- 
nation  committee  on  the  Java  sugar  situation  stated,- 

The  report  confirmed  an  estimate  made  by  Lav/rence  Mjrers,  head  of  the 
cormnittee  and  assistant  director' of  the  United  States  Department  of  Agri« 
cultire's  sugar  marketing  branch,   that  some  200,000  metric  tons  of  the  800,000 
tons  of  sugar  on  hand  in  the  interior  of  Java  April  1  are  available  for  e:cport, 

LIB  P  .^v-R  -if^l 
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Jroin  1^,  Y,  V/all  Street  Journal,  June  23  - 


EAIilS  mi'iAGE  TAXA.S,   OXIAHOia  KrIIlA.T;  lACE  0?  COMSIiSS  DELAYS  HA.RVIi!ST  - 
Jort  Worth,  Texas  -  Heavy  rains  Thursday  inarched  southward  from  the  Texas 
Panhandle  and  Southern  Oklahoma  slo\ving  hp.rvest  of  v/heat,  particularly  in 
the  Texas  Panhandle  and  Southern  Oklahoma,     The  rains  damaged  grain  standing 
in  the  fields  as  well  as  many  thousands  of  "bushels  piled  on  the  ground  av/ait- 
ing  cars  for  shipment. 

Lack  of  comt^ihes  and  freight  cars  tended  to  slov/  the  harvest  of  the 
largest  wheat  crop  Texas  ever  raised. 

In  the  central  portion  of  Texas,  farmers  cut  their  wheat  and  shocked  it 
rather-  than  await  the  arrival  of  combines.  This  grain  will  not  "be  Seriously 
hurt  and  can  "be  threshed  v/ith  the  first  appearance  of  the  sun. 


PHICS  IHCREASSS  POH  I-EIT' S  SUITS  SSEIT  UITL3SS  WOOL  BILL  IS  VETOED  -  -.^sh- 
ington  (up)  -  Men's  woolen  suits  v/ill  go  up  $2  each  unless  President  Trujiian 
vetoes  the  wool  price  support  "bill,   said  Walter  I'iorrov/,  head  of  the  American 
Retail  Pederation. 


PA?::  HAITD'S  GLORY;  KIS  WAGE  GAINS _  SIIICE  1939  I3"'ARP  THOSE  OP  UI'IOiTIZED 
CITY  LABOR  ~  The  American  farm  hand  is  "in  the  money."    He's  not  the  garj 
Mho  ovms  a  farm.    He's  plov/s  the  field.    He  milke  the  cov;.    He's  jus  the 
hired  manv    He's  not  "organized"  hy  union  'bosses.    But  the  v;ay  his  v;ages 
have  climed  since  pre-war  make  the  gains  of  his  city-working  "brethren  look 
like  peanuts. 

The  average  factory  worker' s  pay  has  ju-^t  about  doiibled  since  1939. 
^t  the  cash  pay  of  the  farm  hirdd  man  is  three  times  pre-\\rar.    And  that 
isn't. all.    He  gets  his  eats  and  place  to  live  besides.     The  100/^  increase 
in  food  costs  battled  by- urban  i\rorkers  is  just  som.ething  the  farm  hand  reads 
about. 


Prom  Hew  York  Tines,  June  23  -  .    '  " 

ilEW  PLOOD  PI^ED  III  KiruI'EST  RA.I1IS;  THE  MISSISSIPPI  AlTD  MISSOURI  CClITimiE 
TO  RISE      St.  Louis  -  The  mississippi  and  Missouri  Rivers  continued  to  rise 
today  toward  new  crests  of  the  second  major  flood  of  the  mouth  while  torrential 
rains  in  the  watersheds  built  up  the  threat  of  a  third  flood, 

Tlae  heavy  rains,  particularly  in  the  Missouri  River  watershed,  heightened 
the  danger  of  flash  floods  in  feeder  streams, 

'  CHERRY  OUTPUT  BROP  SEEiT;  YIELD  EXPECTED  TO  BE  35fj  Opp  IROM  1946' &•■ 
110,000  TOITS  -  Toledo,  Ohio  -  Directors  of  the  ".National  Cherry  Grov/ers  Indus- 
try Council  predict  that  the  1947  red  cherry  crop  will  be  35  per  cent  smaller 
than  last  year's  yield  of  110,000  tons.  Horace  Putnam,  the  Council's  presi- 
dent said  that  the  Michigan  crop  -  usually  the  nation's  foremost  —  had  been 
reduced  an  estimated  50  per  cent  by  frost  and  rainy  weather  during  the  polli- 
nation period. 
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Ivom  Omaha  (iTebr,)  World  Herald,  June  12  -  '   .  r 

^ . '  ' 

SPUD  SUBPLUS  CUZES  SOUGHT  -  The  potato  surplus  and  hov;  to  handle  it  is 
)  a  prolDlem  which  continues  to  dog  Congress  and  the  Agriculture  Department* 

Beset  ty.  dramatic  reports  of  "burning  and  dumping,  a  handful  of  Congress- 
men are  trying  to  find  a  way  out  in  subcompiittee  hearings. 

Agriculture  Department  officials  have  said  they'll  "be  eternally  grate- 
ful if  the  Congressmen  do  so. 

Meanwhile,  the  Department  is  preparing  to  forestall  a  repitition  of  last 
year's  one  million  "bushels  of  spuds  too  many. 

This  2'ear,s'help  the  Production  and  Mark&ting  Association,  which  nego- 
tiates support  loans.,  the  farmer  who  grov;s  more  than  his  allotment  of 
potatoes  will  have,  to  shift  for  himself  in  the  market, 

Pirst  encouraging  result:     The  Deep  South  is  harvesting  an  early  potato 
yield  now  which  will  be  less  than  last  ^/-ear' s  crop  by  30  miillion  bushels. 

Hopeful  expedients,  to  relieve  the  potato  glut  permanently  have  been 
described  to  the  subcommittee. 

Host  voluble  witnesses  are  the  potato-flour  users  and  makers,  who  thiiik 
Congress  should  underwrite  G-overnment-"built  potato-flour  mills.    Or  at  least 
do  research  for  these  future  mills  v^iich  may  or  may  not  attract  private 
capital. 


Prom  Minneapolis  (Minn.)  Tribune,  June  15  -  ■  ■ 

com  T"iPlS  DEVSLOPSD  AT  'U';  HYBRIDS  SLIMIKA.TS  WH  SPEIHG  EA.ZARD  - 
One  of  the  greatest  hazards  in  Minnesota  corn  production  soon  may  be 
eliminated,  '  • 

A  cold,  wet  spring  v/hich  hinders  germination  and  prevents  growth  of 
vigorous  stands  is  expected  to  lose  much  of  its  influence  on  corn  production 
as  the  result  of  tests  no^^r  under  way  a.t  University  farm. 

Preliminary  tests  in  a  new  low-temperature  chamber  at  the  farm  already 
have  shov/n  that  it  is  possible  to  breed  hybrid  corn  that  is  tailor-made  to 
combat  the  difficulties  .of  wet  ground  and  1o\-j  temperatures. 

In  the  experiment',  artificial  conditions  of  temperature  and  moisture  can 
be  obtained  which  approximate  such  seasons  as  those  of  1945,  v/hen  the  cold, 
wet  weather  brought  on  poor  stands  and  resulted  in  a  soft  corn  crop. 

Considerable  evidence  already  has  been  obtained  pointing  to  development 
of  nev7  lines  superior  to  most  of  those  now  in  use,  according  to  3,.  li,  Einke, 
associate  professor,  and  S,  L,  Pinnell,  instructor,  division  of  agronomy  and 
plant  genetics,  who  reported  the  experiments. 


Prom  Indianapolis  (Ind.)  Hex^s,  June  12-  - 

PASI-ISRS  RACE  AG-AIITST  TW  _  Editorial  -  In  connection  with"  two  of  Indiana's 
permier  crops,  corn  and  soj^beans,   time  is  the  essence  and  time  is  rujining  out. 
That  explains  why  the  farmers  .are  making  unprecedented  efforts  to  seed  these 
crops,     Tractors  run  all  night  to  complete  plov/ing.     Seeding' is  done  as 
rapidly  as  soil  conditions  will  permit,    Parm  pools  are  being  organized  in 
numerous  counties  and  available  labor  and  equ.ipment  v;ill  be  rushed  from  one 
place-  to  another  in  a  last-minute  effort  to  beat  the  deadlines, 
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From  Taiirpa  (Fla,)  Tri'oune,  June  13  - 


PZnESl' S  A  REASOil  -  Sditorial  ~  There  are  a  lot  of  charges  and  counter 
charges  in  explr.nation  for  the  surprising  "boost  in  meat  prices  in  livestock 
in^rkets  and  in  "butcher  shops.     Some  stockmen,  pcickers  ar.d  "butchers  sa;"  they 
are    tumped  ahout  the  causes. 

One  may  get  quite  tech-nical  ahd  talk  a"bout  the  increase  in  money  supply 
>8ca"ase  of  the  v/ar,  the  government's  need  to  "borrov/  tremendously  and  the 
inflationary  effort  of  sending  fpod  al)road,    But  there  are  other  things, 
too,     ^he  nc:t  plausi'ble  explanation  is  to  "be  found  in  a  report  "by  the  United 
Sta.tes  Department  of  Agriculture, 

It  points  out  that  our  eating  is  not  to  "be  overlooked,     The  country  has 
developed  ha"bits  of  eating  more-  and  "better  than  ever  "before. 

If  farm  prices,  especially  prices  of  meat,:  are  high,  one  ma.y  find  an 
explanation  "besides  the  political  gripe  that  price  support  policies  of  the 
government  and  the  foreign  economic  policy  are  at  fault. 


From  Des  Moines  {lo\-ja)  Register,  June  15  - 

THIS  ISLi'T  'THE  5APj'I  PROGRAM  'CS  likllH  -  Editorial  -  John  Brandt,  president 
of  the  national  So-operative  Milk  Producers  federation,  has  outlined  a 
plan  for  a  giant  sun^lus  farm  commodity  pool  to  support  farm  prices  after  the 
Steagall  amendment  expires  in  Decem'oer  IS 48,     This  surplus  pool  v/ould  "buy 
up  farm  products  as  necessary  to  keep  prices  a'oove  some  new  "parity"  level. 
It  would  dispose  of  the  surpluses  iu  foreign  ma,rkets  "by  sale,  "barter,  or  for 
relief, 

Mr,  Brandt' s  plan  calls  for  an  independent  surplus  control  "board  to 
manage  the  pool,    Punds  for  the  pool  would  "be  o"btained  from  special  taxes 
levied  on  the  products  to  "be  surpported.     The  "board  also  v;ould  have  pov/er  to 
take  farm  land  out  of  cultivation  "by.  renting  it  from  farmers. 

The  chief  difficulty  with  such  a  plan  is  the  same  as  that  v;hich  plagued 
the  Farm  Board  "back  in  1929  and  1930,  and  v/hich  plagued  the  Commodity  Credit 
Corporation  in  pre-v/ar  years  —  undisposa'ble  surpluses.     The  Farm  Board 
crashed  under  the  "burden  of  "big  stocks  of  wheat.     It  couldn't  stop  the  decline 
in  prices.  "  The  CCC  got  "bailed  out  oy  V/orld  War  II,    It  had  accumulated 
heavy  stocks  of  corn,  wheat,  and  cotton  under  the  crop  loan  program  and  could 
not  dis-pOse  of  them  until  war  demand  and  tv;o  short  cotton  crops  solved  the 
pro'olem. 

Shipping  surpluses  overses,s  is  not  a  v/orl:s,"ble .  solution  for  the  long  run, 
because  "durirpint"  in  other  countries  always  iDrings  retaliation  in  the  form 
of  tariff  s,  import  quotas  ans  other  kinds  of  trade  "barriers. 

From  ITev;  Orleans  (La,)  Times-Picajoine,  June  15  - 

Tli'IBEP  SKm  AS  1C3¥  FAHI^  PROFIT  CROP  -  Washington.-  More  consideration 
than  ever  l)efore  is  "being  given  to  the  financing  of  tim"ber  grov/ing,  ihe 
success  v;hich  has  followed  the  pioneering  of  the  Hew  Orleans  Land  Banlt  in 
that  field  is  one  of  the  reasons  for  the  interest  "being  shown,    A  stud;- 
of  the  prohlem  "by  the  Federal  Reserve  Bank  of  Atlanta  led  to  the  conclusion ' 
that  "Forest  Financing  "by  Commercial  Banks  has  such  olivious  advantages  th^t 
it  is  incmAent  on  these  lenders  to  expand  their  activities  in  that  field. 
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Washington,  D.  C, 


(The  newspapers  ancL  magazines  from  which  these  agricultujral  items  are 
taken  are  on  file  in  Press  Service,  Room  414A,    Phone  C-ene  Harrison  at  6031,) 

From  l\e\:  York  OJimes,  June  24,  - 

TRADE  'TALKS  HANG  Oil  U.  S.  WOOL  BILL;  AUSTRALIA  VJILL  ADJOURIT  GEiiSYA 
PARLEY  II  AI.IERICAir  TARIP?  PROPOSAL  BSCOI-IES  LAW  ~  Geneva  (UP)      Australia  will 
seek  adjournraent  of  the  International  Trade  Conference  if  the  hill  to  raise 
American  wool  tariffs  hecomes  law,  it  was  revealed  here  today. 

Dr.  Herhert .  Coomts,  Australian  delegate  to  the  conference  nov;  in  session 
here,  has  informed  the  United  States  delegation  of  the  prohahility  of  ad- 
jourruaent  if  the  United  States  hill  goes  into  effect. 

If  the  hill,  now  awaiting  presidential  action,  does  hecome  law,  Australia 
would  ask  the  whole  British  Coramonv;^alth  group  to  support  the  demand  for 
adjournment,,  it  was  reported. 


HIGH  POOD  PRICES  LAID  TO  'POLITICS'  ;  AIDE  OF  MTIOMAL  RETAIL  GROCERS 
'^lARlTS  COiraTTIOH  TO  CALM  'WRATH  OP  COIOTCERS'  -  San  Francisco  -  High  food 
prices  were  attrihuted  today  hy  Tyre  Taylor  of  Washington,  general  counsel 
of  the  national  Association  of  Retail  Grocers,  to  the  Truman  Adjnini  strati  on 
and  to  "politicians  who  are  trying  to  work  hoth  sides  of  the  street," 

He  told  representatives  of  the  nation's  half-million  independent  re- 
tail food  stores  at  the  association's  annual  convention  that  they  undou.htedly 
were  heginning  to  feel  the  pinch  of  consumer  resistance  to  the  existing  high 
prices,  hut  tliat  they  all  knew  "hy  no\f  "that  no  one  is  going  to  produce,  manu- 
facture, or  sell  at  a  loss  merely  to  enahle  Mr.  Hannegan  (Robert  Hannegan, 
chairman  of  the  Democratic  ITational  Com.nittee)  or  any  other  political  manager 
or  ooGs  to  corral  some  additional  votes." 

"Then  what, "  he  asked,   "is  the  point  and  purpose  of  the  continued  agi- 
tation for  lower  prices  and  the  studied  silence  on  the  wage  increases  that 
are  steadily  raising  prices? " 

Tlie  ans\-7er,  he  said,  v;as  that,   "simultaneously  v;ith  the  continued 
economic  appeasement  of  organized  workers,  an  attempt  must  somehov/  he  made 
to  calm  and  turn  aside  the  wrath  of  consumers  hy  inspiring  the  hope  of  lov/er 
prices,  " 

BO:^CAK  'HOARDIITG'  FOUiJD;  AI-SRICAli  ROLLIiTG  STOCK  SAID  TO  PE  HELD  III 
CAi.:ADA  _  Ottawa  (AP)  -  Canada  is  "hoarding"  Ameri can-ovmed  hox  cars  in  an 
efiort  to  alleviate  a  grov/ing  transportation  shortage  that  soon  ma;^  exceed 
the  crisis  of  last  v/inter,  reliahle  American  sources  said  today, 

Tliey  asserted  that  the  practice  had  hecome  so  widespread  that  the  State 
Department  protested  informally^  to.-, ths  . Canadian,  Government, 
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Ivom  Uew  York  Times,  June  24  - 

U.        TO  STOP  FLOW  OF  GREEK  PARCELS;  HOOF-ML-MOUTH  DISEASE  BAIT  01" 
IMPORTAHOil  OF  1-£SAT  WILL  3E  SIJFORCED  -  Harry  M,  Darning,  Collrecot  or  Customs 
took  action  yesterday  to  halt  the  mysterious  flow  of  Greek  food' parcels  into 
this  country.     In  the  last  six  months  thousands  of  such  parcels,  containing 
an  estimated  100,000  to  160,000  pounds  of  meat,  have  "been  received  here  from 
that  hungry  country, 

Mr,  Darning  notified  all  steamship  and  aviation  lines  servin-j  the 
Mediterranean  area  that  after  ^uly  7  th6 "Tegulations  "barring  the  importation 
of  meat  and  meat  products  from  countries  where  the  hoof-and-mouth  disease 
was  prevalent  would  he  strictly  enforced  for  non- commercial  importations. 
Greece  is  one  of  the  countries  covered  "by  the  regulation. 


u.  s,  wnm  POTASH  from  sotiet  zom-,  $s,  250,000  deal  at  $34  a  toit 

CRITIGI^D  —  fertilizer  TO  GO  TO  JAPAil  AlTD  -KOREA  -    Minden,  German^^  -  The 
United  States  War  Department  has  signed  a  $3,250,000  contract  v/ith  the 
Soviet  zone  Military  Government  for  the  purchase  of  potash,  it  was  learned 
today.    Under  the  terms  of  the  contract,  the  Soviet  is  to  deliver  in  the  ne±t 
five  months  95,000  tons  of  fertilizer  for  shipment  to  Japan  and  Koiea, 


From  I'ew  York  Wall  Street  Journal,  June  i94  - 

J-ISAT  PRICES  are  "buoyed  "by  full  employment,  not  foreign  "buying. 
Actually  foreign  nations  take  only  a"bout  3^  of  U,  S,  meat  output  at 
"best.    And  right  now  they  are  catting  purchases  —  rather  than  upping  them. 
The  government  granted  export  allocations  for  142  million  pounds  of  meat  in 
the  first  quarter.    But  as  the  quarter  closed,  foreigners  had  "bought  and 
shipped  home  only  34  million  pounds, 

Britain,  in  particular,  is  trimming  purchases.    Last  v;eek  she  was 
schedtiled  to  "buy  10  million  pounds  of  heef.    But  she  changed  her  plans,  say. 
meat  men,  and  v/ithdrew  from  the  market. 

But  there  are  14  million  more  people  with  paying  jo"bs  now  than  in  1939, 
The  nujiioer  of  em.ployed  has  increased  "by  a  third.    More  money  earners  per 
family  means  more  choice  meat  on  more  ta"bles.  That's  the  "basic  answer  to  lof- 
ty steak  prices. 

This  country' s  present  "beef  output  is  huge.    For  the  year  it  v/ill  he 
cloge  to  10  ■'oillion  pounds.     In  1939  it  was  only  6  hillion  pounds.     The  1937- 
41  average  was  only  7,3  hillion. 

In  pro-war  days,  Americans  ate  heef  at  the  yearly  rate  of  55,6  pounds 
per  person.     The  present  rate  is  69  pounds,     Thct  is  stepping  up  the  heef 
eating  tempo  hy  25^^, 
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From  Hew  Orleans  (La.)  ^imes-Picayune,  June  14  -  ,  ..    :  ■ 

■MSA.T  PHI .CES>  DISMAY  WIVES;  LAI'ffl  UP  25  PSRCEIJT;  SALES  IBOP  Oil  HEBE  -  " 
Steady'  rise  in  prices  of  meat  is  dismaying  "both  housev/ives  and  retailers  this 
week-end  in  ISIew  Bedford,    Sales  of  meat  are  dropping  off  as  purchasers  decide  : 
they  can't  and.  won't  pay  the  prices  dealers  find  they  have  to'  charge. 

Price  of  lamh  is  up  25  percent  wholesale  since  last  week,  a  large  Center 
market  manager  said,    Beef  has  gone  up  less,  hut  so  much  that  the  generally 
quoted  retail  price  for  h^amhle  hamhurg  is  49  cents  for  cheap  grades,  59  for_ 
the  "better.  Steak  cuts  start  at  79,  with  quality  steak  as' much  as  30  cents  highe^i 

Meat  sales  at  that  market  yesterday  were  ahout  35  percent  "below  normal, 

A  large  market  estimated  the  average  rise  in  its  meat  prices  as  10  cents 
a  pound  over  last  ,week.    Proprietor  of  a  smaller  esta"blishment  asserted  other 
places  were  raising  their  prices  more  than  necessary.    He  claimed  his  were 
up  only  ahout  5  or  6  cents  higher  than  last  week  and  patronage  was  ahout 
normal. 

Prom  Omaha  (ileTDr.)  ^forld  Herald,  June  13  -  . 

BUTLER  JIAYS  PBIC  BILL;  GALLS  IT  $100,000,000  GI^T  TO  LAl^D  BAMS  -  A 
pending  "bill  to  transfer  Federal  Farm  Mortgage  Corporation  assets  to  the  co- 
operatively-owned Federal  Land  Banks  was  assailed  'Jhursday  "by.  Senator  Butler 
as  "a  proposal  to  give  away  100  million  dollars," 

He  told  mem"bers  of  the  Senate  Agriculture  and  Forestry  Committee  that 
this  "bill  to  dissolve  the  FFI^C  in  favor  of  Land  Banks  was  a  ""bald  piece  of 
class  legislation," 

The  proposed  act  would  wind  up  the  depression-spawned  FFMC  on  these  terms: 

1,  Turn  over  its  hank  roll  of  100  million  dollars  to  the  Federal  Land 
Banks, 

2,  •  Use  their  surplus  for  a  Federal  Land  Bank  reserve  against  financially 
rainy  days  and  against  increased  loans. 

3,  Gran*  the  Federal  land  Banks  the  right  to  make  loans  on  land  up  to 
75  per  cent  of  value  of.  the  acreage.    Their  ceiling  no\ir  is  65  per  cent. 

Senator  Butler  is  Mhious  of  the  wisdom  of  75  per  cent  loans. 


mi  FIELDS  TO  PJiJDUCE  COHK  CHOP  -  A  1947  corn  crop  smaller  than  recent 
record  yields  seemed  assured  today  as  farmers  slogged  through  the  v/ettest 
fields  in  a  decade  trying  to  finish  their  planting. 

Across- the  country,  20  to  25  per  cent  of  land  intended_  f or  corn  remains 
unplanted,  a  Department  of  Agriculture  survey  showed. 

Millions  of  acres  are  under  water  or  too  soggy  to  work.    Large  areas 
still  a>/ait  the  plow. 

The  sorry  outlook  for  corn,  however,  is  offset  partly  hy  still  excellent 
prospects  for  an  all-time  record  wheat  crop. 

The  estimate  of  1,409,893,000  "bushels  is  almost  .txvice  the  prewar  average 
and  254,000,000  "bushels  more  than  last  year's  excellent  yield. 
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From  Boston  (ifess.)  Herald,  June  16  -  ■ 

■    BUY-  IT  FROLI  AHGElITim'^.  Editorial  -  The  price  of  iDeef  is  soaring  again, 
"in  Chioago  8.nd  I^nsas  City,     The  growers  say  a  main  cause  is  government  pur- 
chases for  export  abroad.     Secretary  of  Agriculture  Anderson  denies  this,' 
stating  tliat  exports  of  meat,   less  than  half  of  what  they  v;ere  a  year  ago, 
are  "noii;  so  small  that  they  should  have  no  significant  effect  on  domestic 
meat  prices,"    Also,   the  Army  and  iTavy,  he  says,  are  using  alDout  30/^  less 
meat  than  in  1946,    But  he  agi"ees  with  the  iDeef  growers  that  consumer  demand 
at  home  is  unusually  strong. 

If  this  is  so,  if  the  American  people  want  more  meat  and  are  ahle  to 
pay  a  reasonal)le  price  for  it,  why  should  the  supply  "be  artittarily  limited  to 
what  our  v/estern  cattlemen  can  provide?    "Why  should  Mr,  Anderson' s  department 
l)e  allo\7ed  to  continue  a  so-called  quarantine  on.  imports  of  fresh  "beef  from 
one  of  the  greatest  cattle-raising  countries  in  the  world,  Argentina?  ^Vhy: 
can  Britain,  !France*and  other  European  countries  safely  import  and  consume 
Argentine  "beef  v/ithout  apparent  spread  of  the  hoof-and-mouth  disease  to  iheir 
livestockT 

Refrigerator  ships  could  Taring  "beef  from  Suenos  Aires  to  Boston  and  other 
Atlantic  ports  i,n  only  a  few  more  days  than" it  takes  refrigerated  cars  from 
Chiceago.    They  could  "bring  "beef  of  equally 'good  qualit;^,  and,  v/hat  is  most 
important  to  hujigry  Easterners,  it  would  "be  "beef  that  would  sell  at  perhaps 
half  Chicago  prices. 


5Vom  Al'buq.uerque,  (ST,!-!.)  Journal,  June  12- 

■  UirBALAlTCED  -  Editorial  -  The  rapid  advance  in  the  price  of  retail 
meat,  accounted  for  "by  some  sources  as  due  to  heavy  foreign  purchases  and  in 
other  quarters  Hy  the  higher  feed  costs,  is  the  principal  worry  to  houses 
wives  these  d.ays  in  making  the  family  "budg§.t  go  far  enough. 

The  report  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  does  not  inspire  much  hope  of 
a  more  plentiful ' supply  of  livestock  feed  grains,    Farmers  appear  to  have  over- 
erophasi zed  wheat  prod.uction  which,  is  is  forecast, .  will  reach  the  record  pro- 
portions of  nearly  dou"ble  the  prewar  average,  and  at  the  same  time  cut  down 
on  other  crops,  particularly  livestock  feed  grains, 

%e  result  is  that  there  will  "be  plenty  of  wheat  to  meet  the  foreign 
demand.,  and  the  possi'bilitj'-  of  insufficient  feeds  to  fatten  the  livestock  and 
get  the  prices  dovm  if  the  heavy  foreign  iDuying  continues. 

The  weather  contrilDutes  to '  the  un"balance  with  the  excessive  rains  in  the 
corn  "belt  delaying  the  planting  of  corn  and  other  feed  crops,  or  floods  or  high 
wate_r  destroying  some  of  the  crops, 

■  Everything  appears  to  "be  x/orking  to  .prevent  a  return  to  normal  conditions. 


Erom  Lexington  (Ky,)  Herald  -  June  13  - 

BUl-IPEH  3LUEC-HASS  CHOP  -.' Jilditorial  -  A 'taper  crop  of  "bluegrass  is  re- 
ported,   Everyv/here  farmers  are  stripping  "bluegrass  seed,        mil lionr- "bushel 
crop  is  "being  predicted,  ''Sin-ee'  this  is  the  first  "big  one  in  five  years,  it 
is  welcomed,    '^'"ery  favora"ble  conditions  were  found  in  the  production  of  "blue- 
grass  seed,  this  makes  the  grass  itself  a  real  cash  crop.    Last  year  cured 
"bluegrass  seed  sold  for  an  average  of  $2,75  a:  "bushel, 
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From  New  York  Times,  Ju: 

SOm  iWAT  SH0i7S  SI^JaW^RICE  drop  -  Prices  of  five  cuts  of  beef  and 
veal  dropped  another  cent  or  two  in  retail  shops  throughout  the  city- 
yesterday  as  consumer  resistance  to  high  prices  caused  a  further  glut  in 
wholesale  markets.     Other  'retail  meat  prices  remained  unchanged,  and  pork 
went  up  tiAD   cents  more  at  wholesale. 

Markets  Commissioner  Eugene  G,  Schulz  said  the  general  halt  in 
price  increases,  which  were  setting  new  high  records  a  week  ago,  and  the 
reduction  of  some .prices  were, "due  in  great  part"  to  the  refusal  of  house- 
wives to  buy. ' 

The  New  York  State  Association  of  Retail  Meat  Dealers  predicted 
that  average  retail  prices  would  be  10  percent  lower  this  week-end  than 
they  were  last  Friday  and  Saturday,     The  association  made  its  report  on 
the  basis  of  a  survey '  in  the  five  boroughs  and  V.estchester  County. 


CROP  LOSSES  SOAR  IN  MIDViEST  FLOODS:  TOO  LATE  FOR  REPLANTING  -  St. 
Louis  -  The  June  floodtide  continued  to  roll  through  the  vast  Mississippi 
and  Missouri  watersheds  today  as  the  crop  loss  in  the  Country ' s"breadba sket" 
mounted  to  tremendous  proportions. 

Rich  corn  and  wheat  fields  have  been  hard  hit  by  the  continuing 
rains  and  high  water  at  a  time  when  the  Government  counted  upon  a  bumper 
crop  to  help  feed  Europe  and  reduce  domestic  food  prices. 

Thousands  of  acres  of  valuable  farm  land,  including  that  p-iven  to 
potatoes,   sugar  beets  and  small  grains,  have  been  inundated  by  rampaging 
streams  in  Iowa,  Kansas,  Nebraska,  Missouri  and  Illinois.'.  ■• 

For  most -of  the  Midwestern  farm.ers  it  is  too  late-to  replant.  In 
many  sections  .fsrmers  already  had  replanted  t-wice  after  heavy  spring  rains 
and  smaller  floods,  but  the  June  floods  have  cut  the  grov/ing  season. 

Agricultural  experts  remained  optimistic,  however.  They  believed 
that  the  over-all  effect  of  the  floods  vrould  be  relatively  small  because 
of  the  prospects  for  a  bumper  harvest. 


U.S.  DELAYS  INTERNATIONAL  ^.fHEAT  AGREEiffiNT :  NO  ACTION  SEEN  POSSIBLE 
FOR  AT  LEAST  A  YEAR  -  VJashington  (AP)  -  L.  A.  VJheeler,  chairman  of  the 
International  Wheat  Council,  said  today,  a  long-term,  international  agree- 
ment to  stabilize  prices  and  supplies  of  wheat  in  world  markets  xvould  not 
be  put  into  effect  for  at  least  a  year.  A  tentative  agreement  reached  at 
a  recent  London  conference  had  set  July  1  as  the  effective  date. 

The  pact  requires  approval  of  Congress,  and  the  United  States  has 
informed  the  council  it  vd'll  not  be  possible  for,  this  nation  to  act  on  the 
proposal  by  July  1. 

Mr. Wheeler,  vho  also  is  director  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture's 
office  of  foreign  agricultural  relations,  said  the  countries  that  took 
part  in  the  London  conference  are  not  all  in,  accord  on  several  points  in 
the  agreement.     One  point  is  the  range  of  prices  that  vrould  be  allowed  to 
prevail  in  world  markets.     It  was   suggested  at  London  that  the  range  be  such 
as  to  assure  American  farmers  a  minimum  of  |:1  a  bushel  and  a  maximum  of  |l.85. 


\ 


From  New  York  Journril  of  Cominerce,   June  25  - 

.     ^FERTILIZER  BILL  BACKED  BY  K.  F.  U.   -  V:ashinrton  (AF)  -  Benton  J. 
Strong  of  Denver,  a  represenb  ative  of  the  Nafcione.l  Farmers  Union,  said 
today  that  ^jnerican  farmers  are  victims  of  a  "bold  fertilizer  trust"  and 
an  "unworthy  Government  extension  serA-ice," 

He  made  the  assertion  before  the  Senate  Ajrr icultur e  Committee  in 
indorsing  a  bill  to  establish  a  nationwide  program  of  restoring  soil 
fertility. 

Strong  told  the  committee  that  the  private  fertilizer  industry  is 
"one  of  the  nation's  tightest  trusts"  and  is  jeopardizing  the  national 
welfare  by  opposing  new  methods  of  rebuilding  the  soil. 

He  opposed,   hov/ever,  a  provision  to  place  operation  of  the  test 
fertilizer  program  under  the  Agriculture  Department's  extension  service. 
He  said  the  extension  service  is  so  closely  allied  with  the  Farm  Bureau 
Federation  that  it  is  a  public  agency  "only  on  the  income,   or  fiscsl  side.''* 


FIRST'  NEliY  COTTOA'  CROP  GINMD  -  Brownsville,   Texas  -  The  Rio  Grande 
Valley's  first  and  second  bale  were  einned  today.     No  large  movement  of 
the  new  crop  was  expected,   however,  before  the  middle  of  July.  'Aeather 
conditions  continued  fai'orable  for  groirth. 


From.  Nevv^  York  Vj?11  Street  Journal,   June  25,- 

CONSUmS'-  PRICE  INDEX  OFF  IN  MONTH  TO  F.nY  16  -  'Aashington  -  The 
consumers' s  price  index  declined  0.2%  during  the  month  ended  May  1-5,  the 
Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics,  reported. 

Residential  rents  rose  0.2%  whilefood  prices  fell  0.2%.  Prices 
for  fats  and  oils  dropped  12^  and  lard  prices  fell. 26?^.     Dairy  prices 
decreased  slightly  more  than  4%  on  the  average,  with  cheese  and  butter 
declining  5  and  4  cents  per  pound,   respectively,   the  B.L. S,  declared. 

Clothing  prices  declined  f ractional ly  between  April  15  and  May  15. 
The  bureau  explained  that   lower  prices  for  men's  v/ork  clothing,  shorts 
and  undershirts  and  women's  hose  and  cotton  dresses  more  than  offset 
higher  prices  of  shoes. 


From  Chicago  Daily  Tribune,   June  25  - 

JULY  CORN  HITS  NEVJ  PE.^K,  42.0l|;  STOCKS  T.U(E  SH..RP  TUMBLE  -  July 
corn  rose  to  ^2.01^  a  bushe]  yestf.rday,  a  new  record  high  for  any  corn 
future  on  the  Chicago  Board  of  Trade.    'The  price  was  3/4  cent  above  a 
new  record  established  only  last  Friday  end  3?  cents,  above  a  high  of 
1-1.99-1/8  recorded  in  July,  1919. 

Inadequate  commercial  supplies  of  corn,  government  deiijand  for  the 
grain  for  export,  and  unfavorable  cro^  conditions  were  responsible  for 
the  rise,  markets  obervers  said.     Profit  t^kinp-  n  nd   increased  offerings 
of  corai  from  the  country  leter  c^iused  h  d€:cline  in  July  corn,  which  closed 
at  ^.1.98;|-  to  |l, 98-3/4,  up  l/2  cent  over  Monday  close. 
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."From  Houston  (T'ex»)  Post,  June  18  - 

MTAGORHA.  COimTf  COTTOiT  BLIGHTSD  31  ViEEMILLER  -  Bay  City  -  An  estimated 
4000  acres  oi  young  cotton  has  "been  reported  as  "blighted,  some  of  it  totally., 
destroyed,  in  western  Matagorda  county  'hy  windlDorne  2,  4-1),  a  new  tj^^e  of_ 
weed-killer  developed  during  the  war, 

ISie  affected  acreage  xi^as  revealed  Tuesday  "by  H,  D,  Hadsen  of  Danevang, 
Madsen  v;as  appointed  chairman  of  an  investigating  committee  Monday  night  at  a 
meeting  of  more  than  150  cotton  farmers, 

ihe  farmers  helieve  that  the  2,  4~D  settled  on  their  fields  when  rice 
planters  sprayed  their  fields  with  airplane  dusters, 

Cliai-les  A,  King,  associate  entomologist  of  the  lexas  A.  &  M,  college 
extension  service,   said  the  plants  he  inspected  were  damaged  "by  the  v/eed~killer 
used  "by  rice  planters  to  kill  such  noxious  ii;eeds  as  Ja.panese  "burr. 

Before  the  crippling  2,  4-D  crept  into  the  cotton  lands,  farmers  v;ere 
looking  forv/ard  to  the  "best  crop  in  four  years. 

Some  of  the  dust  was  reported  to  have  "been  hlown  five  miles.  Small 
portions  of  cotton  crops  in  the  southern  section  of  Ivliarton  county  were  affected. 


From  Bridgeport  (Conn^)  Post,  June  15  - 

IvHA?  IS  GILT  _  Editorial  -  Meat  prices  continued  their  upv;ard 

swing  so_  tha.t  over  the  week-end  housev;ives  v;ho  treated  their  families  to 
steaks  and  roasts,  ii^ere  giving  them  something  "out  of  this  v/orld,  "  gilt-edged 
red  meat.    And  they  don't  knov;  v/hy,'  All  they  know  is  that  they  wanted  a  roast 
of  "beef,  v/ere  determined  to  have  it,  and  were  v/illing  to  pay  the  extravagant 
■price. 

So  far,  no  one  has  given  the  answer  to  the  high  prices  of  meat  —  not  even 
Chester  Bov/les,  v/ho  smilingly  came  to  the  front  to  tell  the  country  that  it 
is  all  due  to  the  a"bolition'  of  his  uneconomic  0,  P,  A, 

Tliere  are  other  reasons,  many  of  them,  and  the  people  will  look  to  the 
President  for  the  answers.    Surely  he  has  men  enough  and  power  enough  to  get 
to  the  "bottom  of  this  serious  situation. 

In  l'.e\i  York  City  alone,  37  million  pounds  of  meat  reached  the  market  last 
week,  "but  prices  jiomped  from  15  to  25  cents  a  pouAd,     Hiere  is  plenty  of  meat, 
which  even  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  admits,  denying  that  foreign  huying 
is  so  great  that  it  caused  the  price  rise  here, 

The  "big  meat  dealers  in  Chicago  say  the  price  rise  is  due  to  an  unprece- 
dented demand  on  the  ]part  of  the  consumer  for  meat.    So  ;s  that  mean  that  in 
the  l^st  two  v/eeks,  every  American  family  "became  gluttonous  and  decided  to 
eat  all  the  meat  they  could  ^et? 

The  whole  situation  is  cluttered  with  confusion,  just  as  difficult  and  un- 
explaina"ble  as  it  was  when  Mr,  Bov/les  \^as  practicing  his  economics  on  the 
people  of  the  ^Jnited  States, 

Prom  Oakland  (Calif J  Trihune,  June  12  -  . 

PAPI-I  lAiTB  PRICES  ~  Editorial  -  History  repeated  when  the  price  of  farm 
lands  v/ent  up  during  the  war  and  the  m^agnified  demands  for  food  production^  If 
it  repeats  again  there  will  "be  an  eventual  peacetime  drop  in  values  to  leave 
many  veterans  and  others  ov;ing  to  government  or  "banlcs  more  money  than  their 
proper t2^  is  v/orth, 
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From  Bitioficld,        Va,  I'elegraph,  June  18  - 


.  K'^SiThlS  1-OT'  ALVCIYS  TRUE  TO  HOPES  01  PEOPLE  -  Editorial  -    'The  plans  and 
expressed  hope  of  President  Trujnan  that  the  retail  merchandising  interests 
of  the  conjitry  v;ould  make  an  arlDitrary  reduction  of  10  per  cent  in  prices 
in  order  to  inau^rate  a  downv/ard  trend  in  the  necessities  of  life,  does 
not  seen  to  have  made  a  permanent  impression, 

^'^hlle  nujnhers  of  storekeepers  responded  enthusiast! call;/-,  a  complement 
of  traders  turned  the  patriotic  suggestion  into  an  opportunity  for  slick  trad- 
ing and  the  effort  for  price  reduction  could  not  he  said  to  have  had  an  endur- 
ing quality, 

Tills  is  proven  by  the  fact  that  prices  have  since  mounted  high  in  a 
numhor  of  the  ne^jessities  of  life,    Ho  good  reason  for  this  advance  in  food 
prices  has  hecn  offered  ujiless  it  "be  that  the  increased  prices  v/ere  a  re- 
flection of  the  policy  of  sending  large  shipments  of  food  ahroad. 


JVom  Pavrtuckct  (H.I.)  Times,  June  16  - 

THIS  MIG-HT  lELP  _  Editorial  -  That  demand  of  Chairman  August  H.  Andresen 
of  the  House  food  investigating  suhcommittee  to  learn  v;ho  ordered  v/holesale 
destruction  of  government-ov/ned  potatoes  last  year  couldn' t  do  a  hit  of  harm. 
It  might  help  to  end  some  confusion  ahout  food  policies,  which  c.xe  hecoming 
too  difficult  for  the  average  American  to  follow. 

It  does  not  make  sense  that  the  country  should  he  forced  to  put  up  good 
meney  to  huy  potatoes  for  destruction.    Uor  is  there-  comfort  in  the  statement 
of  the  Agriculture  Department's  advisory  committee  such  surpluses  are  likely 
to  continue  as  long  as  price  su.pports  make  them  possihle. 

At  a  time  of  world  food  shortages,   there  are  many  who  will  wish  to  knov/, 
as  does  Mr,  Andresen,   "just  who  in  the  department  decided  v;e  should  destroy 
our  surplus  potatoes  instead  of  making  them  available  to  poor  people  or  perhaps 
processing  them  for  shipment  to  hunger  areas  overseas," 

Many  arp  disturbed  because  certain  areas  were  forced  to  import  Canadian 
potatoes  this  spring  at  high  prices  after  the  government  destroyed  many  bushels 
last  autumn. 

Prom  Saginaw  (I'iich,)  Hews,  June  18  - 

PLY  IIT  THE  SUGAR  30WL  -  Editorial  -  Sugar  refiners  already  have  been  forced 
to  call  attention  to  the  public  of  a  loophole  left  in  the  government' t  decon- 
trol program  that  may  force  the  housewife  to  engage  in  hoarding  just  to  insure 
that  she  gets  her  fair  share.     Industrial  users,  including  bakers,  cand;'- 
malcGJrs  and  soft-drink  manufacturers,   still  are  rationed  under  their  auota 
system, 

Unrationed  sugar  eannot  be  sold  in  amounts  exceeding  100  pounds.  But 
what' s  to  prevent  industrial  users  from  buying  \vp  100-pound  sacks  of  the 
precious  stuff  from  retail  outlets?     Refiners  are  not  ^ust  v/ondering.  They 
knov;  alread;;^  that  industrial  users  are  moving  in  on  the  housewife' s  supply, 
and  unless  retail  stores  voluntarily  move  to  protect  their  domestic  customers, 
there  doesn' t  appear  to  be  any  \^ciy  of  stopping  the  practice, 
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(Tlie  nev/spapers  and  niagazines  from  v;h.ich  these  agricultural  items  are 
taken  are  on  file  in  Press  Service./  Room  41 -^lA,    Phone  Gene  Harrison  at  6031.) 

Prom  Hew  York  Times,  June  25  -  .  ' 

ICfilAT  PHIGE  GUIffi  IS  OPPOSED  BY  TAPT;  TAKES  STAl©  AT  KEAPJITG  O'FEAL 
SAYS  C031T  OUTLOOK  i'lAY  MICE  COlJTROLS  ISIGESSAEY  -  Washington  -  Edward  A.  O'l'eal, 
president  oi  the  American  Parm  Bureau  Federation,  suggested  todaj"  that  a  meat 
shortage  threatened  hy  prospective  failure  of  the  corn  cfop  might  make  restorar- 
tion  of  price  control  necessary. 

Senator  Holder t  A Taft,  chairman  of  the _  Joint  Congressional  Committee  on 
the  economic  report,  Isefore  v/hich  Mr,  O'Neal  testified,  indicated,  however, 
that  there  was  no,  possilslityof  such  a  remedy. 


->.  W'-JOL  TilLL  ."^/ETp  li^TDICATED;  TRUI-Lajt  TO  ACT  THIS  VffilEZ  -  Washington  (UP)  - 
President  Truman  will  sign  or, veto  the  wool  price  support  hill  tomorrow  or 
Priday,  Charles  G-,  Ross,  White  House  press  secretary,   said  today, 

Mr,  Truman  has  until  midnight  next  Wednesday,.  July  2,   to  decide, 
Mr,  Ross  said  the  President  plans  a  message. to  Congress  to  explain  his 
action  on  the  wool  hill,  a  strong  hint  of  a  veto.     The  controversial  measure 
would  permit  tariff  or  quota  restricMon  .  on  foreign  v/ool  imports.- 


.     3  MORE  MEAT  CUTS  SHOW  SLIGHT  DROP;  HIGHER  PRICES  ARE  EXPECTED  ~_ Price  re- 
ductions in  three  more  cuts  of  meat  from  their  record  highs  of  ahout  ten  da^-s 
ago  were  reported  yesterday  "by  Markets  CopAissioner  -^ugene  G,  Schulz, 

.  The  average  price  of  porterhouse  steak  was  down  from  9  5  cents  a  pound  to 
89  cents,-  leg  of  la-mh  i\ras  down  74cents  a  pound  to  65  cents,  and  plate  and  navel 
dropped  from^  33  cents  a  pound  to  29  'cents. 

Six  other  meats,  including  calves  liver,  which  had  dropped  on  Mojiday  4  to 
10  cents  a  pound,  from  last  \«/eek' s  prices,  remained  yesterday  at  the  lov/er 
levels.    All  other  meat  prices  v;ere  as  high  as  they  had  heen  when  the  city 
started  its  investigation  into  soaring  retail  costs. 

Although  outcher  shops  and  wholesale  houses  had  more  meat  than  iTew  York 
housewives  were  v;illing  to  huy  at  current  prices,  market  inspectors  said  v;hole~- 
sale  heef  prices  might  go  still  highero    They  reported  that  wholesalers  fea,rcd 
livestock  and  slaughterhouse  prices  might  rise  hecause  fewer  cattle  were 
coming  into  the  Western  yards, 

DELAYS  SUG^lR  qUOTA  BILL;  HOUSE  GROUP  HALTS  L-ESASURE"  GIVIHG  POVMIS  TO 
PRESIDSITT  ~  Washington  (AP)  -  Tlie>  House  Agriculture  Committee  delayed  approval 
of  new  sugar  quota  legislation  today  to  determine  whether  it  gives  the  Presi- 
dent authrpitj;-  to  suspend  1948  quotas 'in  event  of  a  shortage.     The  committee 
earlier  had  planned  to  approve  the  hill  and  recommended  its  pa.ssage.  Chairman 
Clifford  R,  Hope,  Repuhlican,  of  Kansas,  explained  that  "we  merely  want  to 
make  sure  that  the  President  v,dll  have  'the  authority  to  suspend  the  quota  pro- 
visions of  the  hill  in  the  event  they' are  not  needed  to  assure  producers  a  fair 
■price,  " 
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From  ilew  Torh  1'imes,  June  2S  - 

ZRSSH  HIGH  RECORD  RZ^CHr^D  BY  CORIT;  JULY  DELIVERY  GAIITS  z]j  CEilT'S  -  Chicago- 
Demand  for  Jul3^  corn  developed  in  the  late  trading  on  the  Board  of  -rade  todav 
and  that  delivery  went  to  a"  new  high  for  the  second  consecutive  day,  closiiag 
at  the  to;o  at  the  gain  of  3-j  cents  a  hushelo    The  deferred  deliveries  v;cnt  to 
a  new  seasonal  high  and  closed  v;ith  gains  pf  2i  to        cents,  SeptemlDer  loading. 
The  latter,  like  July  is  an  old- crop  month,  while  Decenher  and  ilay  represej^t 
the  grain  that  v/ill  he  harvested  next  fall.     Closing  trades  v/ore  at  about  the 
top. 

From  the  Journal  of  Commerce,  Juno  25  -  ' 

FTC  CLAMPS  DOm  -  FTC,  hroaderiing  its  attack  on  the  "basing  point  delivered 
price  S2^stem,   charges  19  corn  products  companies  —  virtually  the  entire  indus- 
try—  v;ith  systematic  price  discriminations.     Scope  of  the  charges  goes  far 
heyond  the  Staley  and  Corn  Products  Refining  Co,  cases  won  tv/o  years  ago  "by 
FTC. 


From  ilev;  York  Wall  Street  Journal,  Juno  25  - 

OUTLOOK  FOR  LUW  SU'GAR  LAW,  BASED  Oil  AITDERSOL^  BILL,   SSEi;  ■  li-IPRO^/lD  -  Wash- 
ington'- Prospects  for  an  entirely  new  sugar  law  have  taJ:en  a  turn  for  the 
hotter, 

Agri-eulture  Secretary  Anderson  has  offered  a  "bill  rewriting  the  sugar 
act  of  1937,     It  is  designed  in  part  to  stahilize  sugar  prices. 

Rep,  Hope  (R.  ,  Ean,),   chairman  of  the  House  Agriculture  Committee,  said 
yesterday  he  considers  this  "a  pretty  good  hill," 

It' s  not  too  late  for  Congress  to  enact  a  new  law  "before  adjournment,  'At, 
Hope  added. 

Thus  far,   the  hill  has  encountered  no  f orr.-iida"ble  opposition.    The  State 
Department  has  given  it's  endorsement.     Cuhan  growers  have  asked  for  cha.ngcs 
hut  they  recognize  that  the  new  proposal  offers  them  a  higger  share  of  the 
U,  S,  market  than  they  got  under  the  1937  law,  due  to  expire  this  Juno  30, 


From  Chicago  Daily  Trihuno,  June  25 

PIOinCER  SPIRIT  OF  FARIi  WIVES  COUQUERS  RAIiT  -  Tlie  midwest  is  going  to  get 
its  crops  out  of  _  the  ground  this  year  despite  v/et  weather,  hut  it  has  heen  and 
is  a  case  of  getting  out  in  the  fields  with,  every  piece  of  equipment  every  a 
availahle  minute, 

VJives,   children,  and  old  foil's  have  turned  out  to  keep  that  equipment 
going,   even  tho  it  has  meant  night  plov/ing,  whole  fajnilics  working  in  shifts, 
and  the  recruiting  of  -psxt  time  hcliD, 

The  Trihuno  made  a  survey  of  Illinois  farmers  yesterday  and  of  the  men 
who  know  the  midv/est  farmers.     They  reported  that  the  crops  are  going  in  and 
that  the  ^orohlems  are  heing  whipped. 
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?ron  Courier  (N.Y. )  Express,  J-une  IS  -  -      ■ '  ■ 

SI-iaPPEP.S  PAY  RSCOHD  PP.ICSS  POH  MEAT  EEEE;  PORTBBPIOUSS  AT  $1,20  TOPS  BLACIC  IIART 
ERA  —  Retail  meat  prices  are  at  an  all-time  high  with  "beef  selling  at  wholesale 
50  percent'  higher  than  former  OPA  ceiling  prices  and  more  thaji  20  percent  higher 
than  previous'  Td lack  market  levels,  a  survey  "by  The  Courier-Express  revealed  yester- 
day» 

Despite  the  "  exorl^itant"  prices,  according  to  some  retailers,  Madam  Housewife 
continues  to  "buy  meats  for  the  family,  although  the  quantity  may  "be  reduced  and 
she  may  shop  around  more  for  "better  prices. 


Eron  the  Star  (Tex.)  Telegram  ~  June  IJ  - 

ITEAR-RECORD  SET  HERE  BY  I'JHEAT  CARS:  BIGGEST  RECEIPTS  SIITCE  I929  RECORDED  AS 
HARVEST  IS  STEPPED  UP  -  The  second  largest  v^heat  receipts  over  to  arrive  in  Port 
Worth  were  recorded  Sunday  and  Monday  as  the  harvest  season  hit  full  swing  in 
Southern  OklaJaoma  and  the  Texas  Plains, 

A  total  of  S32  cars,  containing  mostly  graded  No.  1  wheat,  were  in  Fort  vJorth 
railroad  yards  in  the  two-day  period,  compared  with  a  record  8S2  cars  on  July  7 
and       1929*  according  to  P,  R»  Pierce  of  the  Port  Worth  Grain  and  Cotton  Exchange. 

ITot  all  of  the  wheat,  hov/ever,  was  "billed  for  Port  Worth  elevators.    Some  wa,s 
destined  for  Texas  coastal  cities  for  export  through  the  Comm.odity  Credit  Corpora^ 
tion,  and  the  additional  mileage  to  the  Texas  coast  was  delaying  return  of  the 
empty  ce.rs  to  the  wheat  "belt. 

With  the  harvest  season  nearing  an  end  in  North  and  Central  VJest  Texas  and 
Southern  Oklahoma,  workers  were  moving  into  the  Tex^s  and  Oklahoma  Panhandles 
where  he.rvesting  is  just  "beginning. 


Pron  the  Chicago  Times,  June  IS  - 

^/ET  PARI-:  LMDS  TO  HIKE  POOD  PRICES  -  The  wettest  spring  since  Noah  is  likely 
to  force  prices  of  m.eats  and  vegeta'bles  even  higher  than  they  a.re  now,'  experts 
agreed  today. 

Reports  coming  into  priva.tc  and  government  circles  in  Chicago  today  were  that 
even  though  farmers  are  working  night  and  day  to  get  their  full  acreage  planted 
the  cold,  wet  v/eather  has  provided  a  "terrific"  handicap  to  agriculture. 

The  worst  news  comes  from  the  corn  country  where  production  may  "be  from  I5 
to  25  percent  "below  normal.    This  shortage  is  expected  to  make  the  price  high, 
"boosting  the  cost  of  the  poultry,  t>eef  and  hogs  which  feed  on  it, 

Oats  and  spring  wheat  provide  further  cause  for  pessimism.    And  the  farmers 
have  a  "bla.ck  fear  now  that  early  frosts  in  the  fall  v/ill  kill  off  crops  which  they 
do  mana.ge  to  get  into  the  gro-and. 
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Iron  the  Rockford  (ill.)  Star,  June  17- 

PO'IABLE  POTATOES  -  Secretary  of  Agriculture  Anderson  thinks  that  people  \mo 
toss  brickoats  at  him  and  his  department  for  throvdng  away  money  on  potatoes,  and 
then  having  to  destroy  some  of  the  government- supported  potatoes  as  they  spoil, 
are  unfair,    Anderson  says  he  actually  made  money  for  the  government. 

Congress  allowed  him  $15,000,000  to  buy  and  sell  potatoes  in  order  to  keep 
prices  v:[j  in  the  face  of  a.  huge  surplus.     So  he  bought  and  sold  potatoes.    One  of 
his  biggest  cu.stomers  was  the  distillery  industry.     Some  19,000,000  bushels  went 
to  the  distillers.    In  comparison  idth  this  vast  stock,  the  amount  that  had  to  be 
destroyed  v;as  relatively  small* 

The  distillers  used  the  potatoes  for  potables,  Aiid,  according  to  Anderson, 
the  government  collected  $170,000,000  in  liquor  taxes  that  it  v;ould  not  have  re- 
ceived otherwise. 


3VoD.  the  Christian  Science  lionitor,  Boston,  June  21  - 

ALT  SiPSlTSIVE  TAHIPI  -  Editorial  -  Spokesmen  for  the  woolgrowers  of  the  United 
States  declare  that  their  Industry  is  being  crushed  by  cheap  foreign  loroduction. 
They  contend  that  the  Government's  sup-port  of  prices  by  holding  500»000»000  pounds 
off  the  market  is  not  enough.    They  say  it  is  necessary  to  have  the  bill  just 
passed  by  Congress  providing  for  an  import  fee  or  quotas  in  case  American  grov;crs 
cannot  ncct  foreign  competition. 

Yet  Secretary  Marshall,  Cordell  Hull,  Henry  L.  Stimson,  and  many  other 
authorities  on  foreign  affairs  declare  such  a  measure  imperils  the  success  of  the 
Geneva  Trade  Conference  and  the  whole  program  for  lowering  v/orld  trade  barriers. 
Is  it  necessary  to  risk  so  mu.ch  in  order  to  preserve  the  business  of  American 
woolgrowers?     The  Senate  thought  not. 


Jron  the  Greenville  (S.C.)  News,  June  19- 

LESS  IJHEAT  ITEXT  YE/\il  -  Editorial  -  Secretary  of  Agriculture  Anderson  says  he 
is  going  to  see  to  it  that  the  United  States  wheat  prograia  tapers  off  next  year. 

A  record  crop  is  being  produced  from  this  year's  harvests,  far  m.orc  than  this 
coualtry  will  need.    But  continu.cd  food  shortages  in  the  war  devastated  areas  will 
require  hccwj  shipments  abroad  ojid  the  United  States  expects  to  go  into  the  new 
crop  year  without  nny  surplus  and  only  a  moderate  carryover. 

The  Administration  will  ask  farmers  to  reduce  their  acreage  next  year  in  the 
expectation  that  foreign  demand  for  American  wheat  will  decline.    Production  in 
other  countries  is  due  to  increase  and  larger  output  in  the  Ukraine  may  enable 
Hussio.  to  do  som6  cxjDorting  on  her  own  account. 

It  is  recalled  that  about  a  year  ago  it  was  believed  that  the  hunger  areas 
would  be  able  to  stop  up  production  this  year  and  pull  themselves  out  of  the  worst 
of  their  difficulties.     Conditions  have  been  worse  than  expected,  however,  with 
the  result  that  our  huge  crop  can  be  disposed  of  ^jithout  any  trouble. 

3ut  it  may  be  another  story  in  19^8,  when  the  present  price  support  prograr.i 
is  duo  to  end.     It  will  be  the  part  of  v/isdom.  for  the  Administration  to  try  to 
advise  produ.ccrs  on  hov;  to  suit  production  to  probable  demands. 
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Ui  S.  DEPARTffiNT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
Office  of  Information 
Washington,  D«  C, 


(The  newspapers  and  magazines  from  wiiich  these  agricultural  items 
are  taken  are  on  file  in  Press  Service,  Room  414A.     Phone  Gene.  Harrison 
at  6031. )  .  .    .     ■•  • 

From  New  York  Times,  June  30,  1947  -  . 

UNRRA's  END  TONIGHT  FINDS  llkW  N^.TIONS  STILL  IN  NEED  -  The  United 
Nations-  Relief  and  Rehabilitation  Administration  officially  ends  at  midnight 
tonight  its  four-year  program  of     supplying  emergency  aid  to  countries  in 
Europe  and  Asia, 

In  winding  up  the  a ctivitie s  of  the  international  relief  agency, 
Maj.  Gen.  Lowell  W,  Rooks,  director  general,*  estimated  yesterday  that  UNRRA 
had  spent  nearly  $3,000,000,000  to  assist  seventeen  countries.     Of  that 
total,  the  United  States  has  contributed  72  percent. 

So  far,  UNRRA  has  been  able  to  avoid  collapse  in  the  countries  it  is 
aiding,  but  more  help  will  be  needed  if  a  breakdown  is  to  be  prevented. 
General  Rooks  declared,  and  he  specifically  endorsed  the  Marshall  plan. 


SAYS  GOVERNMENT  LIFTS  GRAIN  PRICES  -  ITashington  (UP)  -  The  National 
Association  of  Commodity  Exchanges  and  Allied  Trades,  Inc.,  tonight  placed 
the  blame  for  current  high  prices  of  corn  and  other  grains  on  the  Government's 
practice  of  buying  huge  quantities  for  export. 

It  said  that  prices  will  remain  high,  and  perhaps  go  higher,  as  long 
as  the  "domestic  bin  is  scraped"  for  export,  and  charged  that  much  of  the 
"current  chaos"  over  prices  of  com  can  be  traced  to  "the  inept  buying  by 
inexperienced  officials  of  the  Commodity  Credit  Corporation," 

The  charges  were  made  by  J,  A.  Higgons  Jr.,  executive  vice  president 
of  the  association,  in  letters  to  Senator  Robert  A,  Taft  of  Ohio  and  Repre- 
sentative Jesse  P.  Wolcott  of  Michigan,  chairman  and  vice  chairman,  respec- 
tively of  the  joint  Congressional  committee  on  President  Truman's  economic 
report. 


GRAIN  I^ARVESTING  1,^ELL  UNDER  TvAYj  SHORTAGE  OF  CARS  ACU  IE  -  Chicago  - 
Harvesting  of  a  record-breaking  crop  of  winter  wheat,  the  first  1,000,000,000 
bushel  yield  in  the  history  of  this  country,  will  get  well  under  way  this 
week.     Combines  have  started  to  -operate  in  Kansas,  a  state  which  has  a  prospec 
tive  yield  of  277,000,000  bushels,  which  v/ould  be  an  average  crop  in  Argentina 
and  about  double  the  average  output  in  Australia.     Cutting  of  wheat  in  Texas 
and  Oklahomais  well  Miong, 

Already  a  shortage  of  box  cars  to  move  the  grain  has  developed,  result- 
ing in  millionsof  bushels  of  the  new  v/heat  being  piled  on  the  ground  awaiting 
tr8.nsportation  to  terminal  markets  and  mills  end  for  export.     Much  of  the  new 
southwestern  movement  is  going  to  fill  sales  to  the  Government  or  to  replenish 
nearly  exhausted  mill  supplies. 


Fsrm  Digest  1395-47 


-  2  - 


From  New  York  Journal   of  Commerce,   June  30  - 

SUGAR  PRICES?  -  Prevailing-  views  in  the  sugsr  trade  are  that  prices 
will  range  between  5^  and  6^  a  pound,  in  bond,  for  futures  for  delivery 
in  Mjs-Y,   1948,   and  beyond  when  trading  resumes  tomorrow  after  a  wartime 
lapse  of  more  than  five  years. 


CORN  OFF  SHnRPLY  -  Corn  futures  recede  sharply  with  selling  based 
on  weakness  in  the  cash  market  and  much  improved  weather  conditions,  "'/heat 
recovers  to  finish  steady,  aided  by  higher  parity  as  of  June  nL5  and  indica- 
tions ths-t  the  CCC  will  pay  |2.24  a  bushel  for  August  31  delivery  wheat  at 
the  Gulf,  only  1^  below  the  July  price. 


From  New  York  Wall  Street  Journal,   June  50  - 

L.   I.  DUCK  M-xKES  GR^B  FOR  COWSUI\ffiR  DOLLAR  AS  ffiAT  PRICES  SOAR  - 
You'  can't  go  wrong  buying  a  duck.    ''^Tith  beef  prices  hurdling  the  moon.  New 
York's  famed  Long  Island  duck  growers  will  plug  that  theme  vigorously  in 
July. 

-und  the  selling  drive  has  Agriculture  Department  blessings,  Chester 
A.  Hainan,  director  of  the  department's  New  York  office  for  marketing  has 
already  nudged  food  editors  ayid  radio  commentators.     He  wants  budget- 
bothered  housewives  put  wise  th?t  ducks  are  now  an  "especially  good  buy.'* 

And  figures  back  his  argument.     'ATiolesale  beef  (carcass)  that  brought 
35  cents  a  pound  in  New  York  a  month  ago  now  sells  for  43  cents  -  a  2Z%  hike. 
But  duck  prices  have  dropped  13^  mthin  a  month,    .nt  26  cents  a  pound,  whole- 
sale duck  is  actually  2-|-  cents  under  the  old  O.P.A,  ceiling. 


FLUSH  FARI«RS;  AGRICULTURE  DEPARTIIENT  FINDS  THEM  FOURFOLD  AS  RICH  AS 
PRE-;VAR  -  VJashington  -  The  men  who  run  the  nation's  biggest  business -farming- 
are  better-heeled  now  than  ever  before  in  history,. 

That's  the  opinion  of  government^  watch-dogs  of  the  farmers'  purse. 
Experts  in  the  Department  of  Agriculture  .have  totted-up  a  post-war  summary 
of  vjh.a.t  America's  ruralists  are  worth.  They  conclude  that  the  assets  of 
agriculture  are  now  better  than  flOO  billion,  four  times  as  large  a  s  at  the 
beginning  of  the  war. 

Despite  this  rosy  picture,  the  paternal  Agriculture  Department  is 
keeping  a  nervous  eye  on  it^ards.     Its  economists  see  a  day  of  reckoning  on 
the  horizon,  when  farm  commoditjr  prices  will  slump  to  "more  realistic  levels,  ' 
and  when  f arm  income  m  11  drop  a ccor dingly . 

Their  interest  lies  in  seeing  that  as  many  farmers  as.  possible  are 
financially  equipped  to.  weather  the  slump  when  it  arrives.     They  throw  melan- 
choly gl?.hces  at  the  farm  income  charts  of  the  last  depression,  vdien  many  an 
agrarian  went  bankrupt. 
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Trom  Lancaster  (Pa.)  Intelligencer  Journal,  June  21  - 

HOUSEVJIVES  PHOTSST  AS  I'CtHAT  PRICES  SOAR  -  Vfashington  was  ^Dorn"barded  with 
protests  from  home  plates  across  tlie  nation  this  week  as  neat  prices  continued 
to  soar  alsove  "black  m.arket  prices  of  a  vear  ago»    Consuraer  organizations 
petitioned  the  President  for  an  investi^tion  "by  the  Department  of  Agriculture 
and  urged  action  iDy  the  Department  of  Justice  if  evidence  of  illegal  prdce- 
fixing  were  found,  . 

In  many  retail  "butcher  shops,  porterhouse  steak  quoted  at  56  cents  a 
pound_ -under  OpA  in  June  a  year  ago,  v;as  selling  at  $1  and  over  a  pound*  1'he 
top  L)lack  market  price  during  the  meat  famine  last  summer  Vv^as  75  cents  a 
pound.    Pork  loin  that  sold  for  3S  cents  a  pound  under  0^-^  in  June,  1945, 
was  selling  at  73  cents.     Its  l)lack  market  high  had  "been  45  cents  a  pound, 
teal  cutlets,  50  cents  under  OPA,  "brought  as  much  as  $1,25  a  pound, 

Mea,t  industry  and  government  officials  had  various  explanations  — 
often  contradictory  —  for  this  rise. 


Prom  Omaha  (He"br,)  l^orld  Herald,  June  22  - 

MEAT  EiCPERTS  AGRJllE  PRICES  ¥01T' T  DROP  IMTIL  SEPTEJ'BER  -  Experts  differ 
on  the  causes  of  the  most  recent  meat  price  rise  "but  they  seem  in  agreement 
on  one  thing: 

Meat  prices  aren't  likely  to  get  lov;er  in  the  immediate  future,  ITot 
until  Septemher  at  least, 

June  11  saw  meat  -prices  start  to  notch  up  to  a  higher  plateau  of  prices, 
No  single  factor,  in  the  consensus  of  those  in_  the  livestock  and  meat 
industries,  seems  responsi"ble.     They  credit  the  rise  to  a  nuin'ber  of  factors* 


Prom  Jackson  (Hiss.)  Clarion-Ledger  -  June  22 

THIS  I-IAY  LiEAIT  AITO'THZR.  RISE  m  LlVIiia  COSTS  IIEXT  TOHTER  ~  Editorial 
"Rains  in  the  mid-v/est  caused  an  upturn  in  corn  prices  to  the  highest  level 
in  27  years  on  the  Dcard  of  Trade  today,     Tlie  July  corn  future  sold  at  'Si, 941- 
cents,  peak  price  since  $l,97f  was  reached  in  192CL"    Chicago  nev;s  item. 

That  is  a  dark  augur;-  for  those  hoping  for  a  decline  in  essential  costs 
of  li-cing^  food  prices  in  general  and  meat  prices  in  particular.  Current 
^rn  prices  and  prospects  do  not  wholly  account  for  recent  rises  of  meat    •  f 
prices  to  nev/  record  levels.    The  price  of  meat  and  the  price  of  corn  are 
definitely  and  "basically  related,  however,.    Corn  is  the  principal  feed  on 
which  hogs  and  cattle  are  fattened  for  the  market,  and  thus  is  a  major  item 
in  the  cost  of  m.eat  production.     To  the  lesser  extent,  the  price  of  cosn 
also  affects  prices  of  other  feeds,. 

The  price  of  corn  also  naturally  influences  the  price  of  foods  ma,de 
from  it,  or  in  which  it  is  a  major  ingredient,  —  meal,  grits,  cornstarch, 
and  some  prepared  cereals,' 

Better  growing  weather,  and  the  passing  of  the  Mid-West  floods,  may  imr- 
prove  the  corn  crop  prospects  and  tend  to  force  the  market  prices  down.  But 
this  item  makes  so"ber  reading  for  persons  trjdng  to  estimate  living  cost 
trends  next  fall  and  winter,. 
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Jrom  Da;^ton  (Ohio)  ITev/s,  June  18  ~ 

V/Ol-lAiT,  VIS1VIH&  imkT  PRICES,  DECIAEES  POP.  VEGETA.3LS  DIET  -  Tollowing  at 
least  a  state\d.de  pattern  meat  prices  in  ^Da^^ton  were  at  high  levels  1/ednos- 
day  7-  so  high  in  fact  that  a  hutcher  at  a  large  super  market  said  a  few 
housewives  threatened  to  put  families  on  vegetarian  diets  until  prices  cone 
down. 

The  reasons  "behind  the  high  listings  were  generallv  .the  same  as  those 
reported  from  other  Ohio  cities.    Mentioned  most  often  the  seasonal  shortage 
of  grain  and  grass  fed  "heef  and  the  heavy  foreign  TDuying  and  foreign  aid 
shipments  "by  the  U.  S,  government. 


HOUSEH^'/ES  SALK  AS  I-GDAT  PRICES  GO  STILL  HI'(SI3R  -  Wilmington  housewives  were 
reported  iDeginhing  a  "meat  "boycott ,"  yesterday  as  prices  of  "beef  and  laom, 
SulTea.dJY  descrilied  as  "heyond  the  financial  uieans  of  most  wage  earners,  " 
hy  one  retailer,  soared  another  two  to  eight  cents  a  pound. 

Coming  on  top  of  last  \feck' s  jump  of  10  cents  a  pound  for  feeef,  the  new 
situation  was  described  as  "di sgj.sting,  "  "by  a  large,  mid-city  meat  reatiler, 
Even  higher  increases  were  recorded  for  lamh  than  "beef  yesterday  and  practi- 
cally all  local  dealiers  declared  that  lamb  is  "almost  out  of  sight, "  as 
far  as  prices  gOo 

The  same  situation  did  not  exist  in  all  the  retail  "butcher  shops,  as 
the  increases  in  prices  va,ried,  depending  upon  the  sholesale  house  from  v/hich 
the  "butcher  o"btained  his  meat. 


Pro^i  Cincinnati  (Ohio)  Enquirer,  June  22  ~ 


'■/HILE  PURSES  ARE  PAT  „  Editorial  -  Hou-^ewives  today  pro"ba"bly  are  no 
less  indifferent  to  the  explanations  of  the  economists  as  to  the  high  price 
of  meat  tha.n  they  were  last  year  to  the  reasons  given  for  the^meat  shortage. 
All  they  know  is  what  they  read  in  the  papers  or  what  their  "bu.tchers  tell 
them.    However  reasona"ble  it  sounds,  it  "brings  little  comfort, 

Talce  supply  and  demand,  whose  workings  are  considered  as  inexora"ble  as 
the  lav/  of  gravitation.    Apparently  thero  is  more  meat  availa'ble  than  last 
year  and  the  prewar  years.    The  steady  rise  in  prices  indicates  strong  con- 
sumer demand," 

''/hile  housewives  still  have  a  lot  of  dollars  to  invest  in  fune  cuts 
of  steak  at  $1  a  pound,   that's  the  way  it's  going  to  "be,    I'/hen  their  cash 
runs  out,  they  will  pro"ba"bly  "balk  at  paying  such  outrageous  prices' —  "the 


principle  of  the  thing,  "  you  know, 
lined  with  principles. 


Only  thinning  purses,  it  seems,  are 
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From  New  York  Times,  July  1  - 

50  FOOD  SEEPS  AID  JAPAN j  389,250  TONS  OF  RELIEF  WHEAT  SENT  BY  U.S.  IN  9 
M0NTH5--San  Francisco- -Wheat  shipments  from  Seattle  and  Portland  for  relief  and 
rehabilitation  of  Japan  have  filled  nearly  fifty  ships  in  the  last  nine  months, 
according  to  tabulation  today  hy  Albert  W,  Gatov,  executive  director  of  the 
Pacific  American  Steamship  Association. 

Mr.  Gatov  said  that  a  shipload  of  food  and  commercial  fertilizer  left  one 
of  the  West  Coast  ports  every  three  days  hound  for  Japan.    Wheat  shipments  for 
the  nine  months  totaled  389,250  tons,  with  phosphate  rock  second  in  quantity  with 
212,500  tons,  going  out  principally  from  Olympia,  Wash.,  and  Oakland,  Calif.  Corn 
shipments  aggregated  3^,500  tons  from  Pacific  Northwest  ports. 


1^^ 
I  ^ 

DAILY  FARM  NEWS  DIGEST 
^(For  July  1,  19^7) 


BRITAIN  TO  IMPOSE  MORE  IMPORT  CUTS --London --An  austerity  import  program 
designed  to  conserve  dollars  during  the  coming  twelve  months  was  laid  before  a 
sombre  House  of  Commons  today  by  Hugh  Dalton,  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  Mr. 
Dalton  told  the  House  that  the  gravity  of  Britain's  dollar  position  made  it 
necessary  to  do  everything  possible  to  close  the  gap  between  the  high  import 
volume  and  the  comparatively  low  export  trade. 

The  new  curbs  will  aim  mainly  at  petroleum,  films,  newsprint  and  luxury 
food  imports  but  they  carry  also  the  threat  of  further  curtailment  in  import  of 
tobacco  from  the  United  States. 


FOUR-MONTH  EXPORTS  OF  FOOD  $823., 7^3, 000- -Washington —Exports  of  foodstuffs 
from  the  United  States  for  the  first  four  months  of  19^7  totaled  $823,7^3,000,  the 
Department  of  Commerce  reported  today.    This  represents  an  increase  of  $213,000 
compared  with  a  year  ago. 

Foodstuffs  imports  for  the  first  quarter  of  I'^k'J  were  valued  at  $598,519,- 
000,  representing  an  increase  of  $18,157,000  or  if 3. 8  percent  above  the  19^6 
period. 


From  the  Journal  of  Commerce,  July  1  - 

OLD  AGE  PENSIONERS  CAN  WORK  ON  FARMS --Washington,  AP--President  Truman 
signed  today  legislation  by  which  old  age  pensioners  may  be  allowed  to  draw 
assistance  checks  while  they  serve  as  farm  workers  or  civilian  nurses.  Wartime 
authority  under  which  the  States  can  disregard  agricultural  and  nursing  earning  in 
making  old  age  assistance  available  was  extended  by  the  President's  signature  to 
July  1,  l^k^. 

The  House  Ways  and  Means  Committee  reported  the  legislation  is  needed  to 
take  care  of  a  general  shortage  in  nurses  and  a  lack  of  farm  labor,  particularly 
in  Oklahoma  and  Texas , 
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From  Wall  Street  Journal,  July  1  - 

FARM  PRICE  JUMPS  of  the  past  year  haven't  been  "pure  gravy"  for  ■farmers . 
Individual  increases  are  impressive.    Here  are  some  at-the-farm  price  samples, 
mid-Jime  1946' compared  with  mid-June  19^7":    Wheat,  $1.7^  and  $2,l8  per  "bushel; 
rye,  $1,^5  and  $2.1+0;  corn,  $l.h2  and  $1.85;  hogs,  $l4.30  and  $23.30  per  hundred- 
weight; "beef  cattle,  $13. 80  and  $19,50;  eggs,  33.5  and  ij-1.5  cents  per  dozen. 

But  the  average  price  of  all  things  farmers  sell,  says  the  Bureau  of 
Agricultural  Economics,  has  climhed  only  2k'fo  in  the  12  months.    Some  staples 
haven't  shown  such  sharp  gains.    Among  these  are  dairy  products,  poultry,  "barley, 
and  peanuts. 

And  that  isn't  the  whole  story.    The  cost  of  things  farmers  "buy,  according 
to  BAE  figuring,  has  clim"bed  more  than  22fo  since  last  June.    Comparing  prices 
received  with  prices  paid,  BAE  finds  the  farmers  only  I.7/5  hetter  off  net-profit- 
wise. 

What  worries  many  farm  experts  now  is  this:    Since  reaching  a  peak  in 
March,  the  farmer's  selling  prices  have  heen  declining,  while  costs  of  things  he 
"buys  stick  at  the  high  point. 


SUGAR'S  FREEDOM  FROM  EAUOICENG  TO  HOME  USEES  IS  ECCKEKG  UP  PROBLEMS. 
Industrial  consumers  are  still  rationed.    And,  say  the  sugar  men,  it's  this  half- 
free,  half -slave  status  of  the  major  sweet' that  causes  trouble .    Reason:  Some 
small  industrial  users  are  slyly  getting  sugar  (unratloned)  at  retail  outlets. 
Retailers  can  sell  100  pounds  to  a  "buyer  without  asking  questions. 

One  "big  "bakery  claims  ite  truck  drivers  now  "bring  cakes  "back  to  the  plant 
unsold,  with  this  explanation:  "The  retailers  say  they  don't  want  them  "because 
they  are  getting  cakes  with  thicker  icings  from  small  "bakeries." 

Sugar  men  think  the  third  quarter  boost  in  the  industrial  ration — from 
75^  up  to  85^  of  19^1  use — may  heip  relieve  the  trouble.    But  they  doubt  an  end  to 
the  trouble. 


MORE  SOYBEANS  MAY  BE  THE  RESULT  OP  CORN  FIELD  WASH  OUTS.    It's  too  late 
for  most  corn  belt  farmers  to  replant  corn  in  patches  that  have  been  flooded  out. 
But  there'  still  a  week  or  two  left  for  soybean  plajiting.    The  19^7  soybean  crop 
is  officially  estimated  at  I96  million  bushels.    But  ^ain  experts  now  feel  cer- 
tain, it  'v^all  top  200  million.. 

That's  a  lot  of  soybeans.    Last  year's  record  crop  was  197  million  bushels. 
But  pre-war  1939  produced  only  87  million.    And  the  1928-37  average  was  a  bare  22 
million. 

Soybeans  are  a  major  oil  crop.    Higher  output  will  bring  more  relief  from 
the  world-wide  fats-and-oils  shortage. 

Government  experts  still  think  the  corn  crop,  despite  too-much-rain  losses, 
will  be  near  three  billion  bushels  this  year.    That  would  be  a  quarter  billion 
less  than  last  year's  record,  but  about  half  a  billion  better  than  an  average 
crop. 


FATS  AND  OILS  prices  are  pointed  lower.    Crude  soybean  oil  costs  I72"  cents 
a  pound  today.    But  you  can  get  delivery  promised  this  fall  and  winter'at  I6 
cents  and  lower.    Cottonseed  oil  brings  22  cents  a  pound  now;  September  delivery 
is  available  at  I8  cents. 
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Prom  Hew  Tork  Journal  of  Commerce,  June  27  - 

PRESIIEITT  VETOES  WOOL  BIPOET  CUliS  _  President  Truman  yesterday  vetoed  a 
hill  authorizing  curhs  on  foreign  v/ool  imports.    At  the  same  time  he  agreed 
to  apiDrove  a  hill  to  .  support  domestic  wool  -orices  through  Government  purchases 
alone  and  urged  Congress  to  pass  one  hcfore  it  adjourns  next  m.onth. 

In  his  message  to  the  Sena.to  accompanj^^ihg  the  veto,  the  President  said 
it  v;ould  "be  "a  tragic  mistake"  just  nov/  v;hon  this  cou.ntry  is  seeking  inter- 
national agi^eeraent  for  reducing  trade  harriers  to  approve  the  wool  hill. 


VroOL  SILL  VETO  EASES  TEITSIOIT  III  GEHEVA  -  Geneva  -  President  Truman's 
veto  of  the  United  States  wool  hill  increasing  the  tariff  on  well  imports 
produced  relief  in  international  trade  conference  circles  here  today,  It_ 
was  felt  that  the  decision  had  cleared  the  air  and  left  the  v/ay  open  for  a 
resuTiijrAtion  of  negotiations  hetv/een  Australian  and  United  States  delegates, 

Australian  circles  loave  repeatedly  pointed  out,  hoii/evor,   that  they  v/ill 
still  require  a  reduction  in  the  existing  American  v/ool  tariff  of  34c  a  pound. 


WOOL  BILL  VETO  EQRGIS  MILI.S  TO  HOLD  UP  FiAJOH  PURCE'lSIITG  -  The  c^cpected 
Presidential  veto  of  the  Rohertson  wool  hill  yesterday  will  mean  a  continuance 
of  the  uncertainty  surrounding  United  States  wool  legislation,  hence,  additiorsr- 
al  hesitancy  in  mill  and  dealer  purcha-sing,  memhers  of  the  trade  declared. 
There  is  little  likelihood  of  the  veto  heing  over-ridden  hy  Congress,  it  v/as 
added,  which  technically  leaves  the  country  v;ith  no  \\rool  support  prbgrajr.  and 
the  Commodity  Credit  Corporation  with  no  means  of  unloading  its  350,000,000- 
pound  stoclrpile  at  market  prices. 


GRA.Dl)AL  DOlfJTURlT  SEEII  POH  PIIICES__  Commodity  prices,  now  prohahly  past 
their  peak,  are  headed  for  a  20  per  cent  decline  during  the  next  5^ear,  the 
Sankers  Trust  Co,  predicted  yesterday. 

This  vrould  still  leave  the  general  price  level  50  per  cent  ovor  prcv/ar 
averages  and  would  he  a  considerahly  smaller  decline  than  the  one  that 
follov/ed  World  War  I,  the  hank  said. 

These  conclusions  were  reached  in  a  special  study  of  the  price  level, 
prepared  hy  'Roy  L,  P.cierson  of  the  economics  departm.ent,  assistant  vice  presi- 
dent of  the  Banlcers  Trust  Co, 
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Prom  How  Yorh  Journal  of  Conmorcc,  Jtinc  27  - 

•     CUBAiT  SUGA.?.  QUOTA  ViLl  BE  INCREASED  -  Sugar  interests  aro  somewhat 
skeptical_a"bout  the  smooth  movement  of  the  sugar  quota  till  thjrough  Congress, 
In  some  quarters  it  is  hinted  that  a  revision  of  the  Cul)an  allotment  mil  "be 
necessary. 

It  v/as  stated  that  delay  in  adopting  the  raea,sure  vias  owing  to  uncertainty 
as  to  whether  the  President  had  the  iDOv/er  to  suspend  quotas.     In  the  original 
act  the  President  had  this  pov/er, 

Hov/ever,  it  is  "believed  that  the  State  Department  is  interested  in  a. 
larger  allotment  for  CulDa,     The  domestic  allotments,  it  is  pointed  out,  are 
fixed  at  a  higher  level  than  the  normal  production  of  those  areas. 


Prom  M"ow  York  Wall  Street  Journal,  June  27  - 

SEil/LTE  APPROVES  VTOOL  PRICE  SUPPORT  WITHOUT  IMPORT  PEE  PROVISIOiT 
Washington  -  The  Senate  yesterday  approved  an  administration-sanctioned  "bill 
reviving  wool  price  support  and  contin^iing  it  through  DecemlDer  31,  1948, 

It  acted  swiftly  following  President  Truman's  veto  earlier  in_ the  day  of 
legislation  v/hich,  "besides  price  su^oport,  provided  for  import  fees  and 
quotas  in  ca-se  the  price  siip-oort  program  was  endangered  "by  imports. 

The  measure,  approved  in  the  Senate  yesterday,  now  goes  to  the  House, 
It  authorizes  the  CommoMty  Credit  Corp.  to  continue  support  of  v/ool  at 
prices  equal  to  194-5,    Average  -support  lorice  for  last  year  was  42,3  cents  a 
pound.     It  also  authorizes  the  C,  C,  C,  to  dispose  of  its  wool  stockpile, 
estimated  at  a"bout  450  million  pounds,  at  less  than  parity  prices  if  necessary 
The  parity  price  is  alDout  42  cents  at  present. 


HOUSE  &ROU"P  APPROVES  CCC  EXT"EirSIOiI  TO  JUITE,  1948  -  Washington  -  The 
House  Banking  Committee  approved  a  measure  to  extend  the  life  of  the  Com~ 
raodity  Credit  Corp,  through  June  30,  1948.     Chairman  Wolcott  said  committee 
vote  v;as  unanimous.    He  told  reporters  ho  expects  to  "bring  the  "bill  to  the 
floor  today. 

The  measure  already  has  "been  passed  "by  the  Senrte  and  there  are  indi- 
cations it  v.dll  win  quick  approval  in  the  House.     The  C.C.C,  under  existing 
legislation  will  e^cpire  at  midnight  Monday  unoess  Congress  grants  the  exten- 
sion, 

C-OA.LS  will  130  aimed  hi  :h  again  this  year.    Even  with  the  current 
"bumper  crop,  Agriculture  Secretary  Anderson  v/ill  call  for  about  70  million 
acres  planted  to  the  grain  in  1948,     He  asked  this  for  the  '47  plantings 
and  got  nearer  75  million.     Pear  of  a  small  corn  crop  is  a  factor  in  keeping 
wheat  planting  high. 
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From  Baltimore  (Md.)  Evening  Sun,  June  23  - 

U.  S.  FAPalS  -LOmyAY-moyL  lOOf^  mcmilZ-ED  -  Vfeshington  (AP)      This  may 
"be  the  atomic  a^-e,  "but  Old  DolDlDin  and  the  mule  are  still  the  "big  source  of  work- 
ing power  on  the  farm,, 

The  Census  Bureau  reported  today  that  almost  two- thirds  of  all  farms 
entered  the  loostwar  period  depending  wholly  or  partly  on  horses  and  mules  for 
pov/er,. 

Of  the  remaining  farms,  fewer  than  one  in  ten  use  tractors  exclusively. 
Farms  in  the  ITorth  and  East  had  the  highest  proportion  of  tractors,  those  in 
the  South  the,  lov/est, . 

The  bureau's  report  was  hased  on  an  analysis  of  its  latest  (1945)  farm 
census,.   .  ^  . 


From  Terre  Haute  (Ind.)  Star,  June  17  - 

Iv'IUlA'J  pmCSS  ~  Editorial  -  Higher  retail  prices  for  meat  are  reported 
everyv/here  and  iDrices  of  steers  have  shot  up  at  Chicago  and  other  hig  live~ 
stock  markets.    As  a  result  dollar~a~pound  steak  is  a  possihlity,  especially 
in  larger  centers  of 'population.    Packers  say  higher  feed  costs,  plus  un- 
expected foreign  demand,  are  responsihle,    ITo  scarcity  of  live  animals  is  re- 
por  tedc 

So  far  no  one  has  attempted  to  place  the  hlame  on  lack  of  price  control. 
This  may  he  expected,   though.     The  loud-mouthed  radical  fringe  v/ill  argue 
that  if  dear  old  0?A  v/ere  still  in  oi^eration  prices  would  he  more  near  normal 
even  if  no  meat  were  available,  as  -was  the  case  hefore  OP  A  was  killed, 

■Ua,X)y  European  countries  again  are  "buying  m.eat.    Perhaps  most  of  them  are 
paying  for  it  v;ith  money  ""borrowed"  from  the  United  States,     So,  American 
income  ta:v:^jayers  are  paying  for  steaks,  "but  not  eating  them. 

From  Youngstovm  (Ohio)  "Vindicator,  June  19  - 

i^rSAT  AxTI)  iCEATHER  -  The  v/eather  has  done  a  lot  of  direct _  damage  this 
sprin,?:;  now  the  p03si"bility  appears  that  it  may  "be  indirectly  responsi'ble, 
at  least  in  part,  for  the  shocking  rise  in  the  price  of  meat. 

Yesterday  steak  sold  here  for  as  much  as  $1,15  a  pound.    Packers  say 
the  reason  is  an  "ajnazing"  demand  for  meat,  especially  "beef,-    This  is  supported 
"by  the  Department  of  Agriculture  report  that  production  was  317  million  pounds 
the  first  v/eek  of  June,  46  T)ercent  higher  than  a  year  ago. 

In  a  further  analysis,  one  of  the  "big  packers  says  the  usual  sujmner 
slump  in  the  dem.and  for  meat  has  not  yet  appeared.    Here  suspicion  falls  on 
the  weather,  which -has  "been_ a"bnormaJ.ly  cool,   cloudy,  and  v;et. 

Perhaps  as  much  or  more  v/eight  must  he  given  to  the  recent  round  of  15— 
cent-an-hour  wage  increases,    I'/hen  people  have  more  money,  they  huy  m.ore 
meat.    Besides,  employm.ent  is  at  record-hreaking  levels  folloii^ing  the  customary 
seasonal  rise  in  May  as  outdoor  v;ork  opened  up,  -' 

Youngstown  dealers  report  that  meat  demand  has  "been  low  here  recently. 
Apparently  this  district  is  out  of  step  with  the  na,tion-wide  trend.  Un- 
fortunately the  local  levelled  dem.and  does  not  fix  meat  prices,  v;hich  are 
governed  "by  the  national  situation.     The  dealers  here  forecast  still  higher 
prices  between  now  and  fall,. 
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From  Worcester  (Mass.)  Telegram,  June  19  - 

POTATO  TSSTII-iOl^lY  _  BditO'rial  -  In  order  to  prevent  destruction  of  siirplus 
crops,   the  I>epa,rtment  of  Agriculture  is  v/illing  to  sell  potatoes  at  one  cent 
a  liushel  for  industrial 'use,  according  to  S,  R,  Smith.,  the  director  of  its 
SVuit  and  Vegetaljle  Branch,    He  ms,de  this  offer  recently  when  he  testified 
"before  the  House  Food  Investigating  Committee,  whi'ch  is  especially  interested 
in  the  surplus-potato  proTDlem, 

Mr,  Snith  said  that  surplus  potatoes  had  "been  destroyed  "because  no  use 
could  "be  made  of  them.;  that  he  a"bhorred  their  destruction;  and  tha't  it  would 
seem  to  "be  the  humajie  thing  to  permit  poor  people  to  get  the  potatoes,  SiJ-t, 
he  declared,  under  the  Federal  pri ce- support. program  the  Government  is  o'bli-ed 
to  remove  from  the  market  the  potatoes  not  "bringing'  the  designated  price, 

Tiaat  program,  with  that  o'oligation,  was  esta'blished  not  "by  the  Depart- 
ment of  Agri cu.ltfjr-e,  l)ut  "by  Congress.    Mr.  Smith  made  that  clear.  Perhaps 
the  members  all  knew  it  anyvra.y,  and  perhaps  some  of  them  had  never  knov;n  or 
had  forgotten. 

As  a  result  of  Mr.  Smith' s  testimony,  two  points  stand  out.    First,  the 
Government,   sanctioning  the  destruction  of  so-called  surplus  potatoes,  is 
not  yet  clearly  and  fully  committed  to  the  economics  of  plenty.  Second, 
members  of  Congress  are  sometimes  too  read,"'  to  attack  the  Department  of  Agri- 
culture and.  other  departments  and  agencies  for  carrying  out  policies  v;hich 
Congress  itself  has  ordered  or  authorized. 


From  Cincinnati  (Ohio)  Enauircr,  June  21  -  , 

FABI-I  PRICES  CHAiTGS  -  The  present  astronomical  prices  of  farm  produce 
doil'' t  moan  that  the  economic  proTDlem  of  agriculture  has  "been  solved,  F-rmcrs 
as  a  class  arc  very  v;ell  off  financially  just  now  —  to  the  point_  that  six"bsidy 
payments  in  many  instances  seem  ludicrous  —  "but  there  is  no  assurance  that 
farm  income  will  remain  stable  at  ar^ything  like  the  present  peaks. 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  farm  produce  prices  fluctuate  more  widely  and 
wildly  than  in  the  case  of  almost  any  commodity,. 

Mindful  of  the  fact  that  a  change  in  the  economic  cycle  may  entail  a 
disastrou-s  reversal  of  the  jii'csent  status  of  farm.,  incomiC,  it  seems  to  us  that 
agriculturists,  economists  and  mom'bers  of  Congress  should  "be  giving  serious 
thought  to  a  modernized  formula  for  maintaining  sta"bility  of  farm  income  in  , 
relation  to -the  imtion' s  economy  as  a  v/hole,  ,  The  j^rewar  parity  program  and 
crop  restriction  measures  v/orkcd  imperfectly  to  the  extent  that  they  did  work. 
Indeed,  a  survey  made  among  mem'bcr'':-  of  the  American  Farm  Economic  Association, 
em"bracing  305  agricultural  economists,   shovred  only  4  percent  "believe  the  olcL 
90  percent  of  i^arity  sche:ne  for  maintaining  farm  prices  is  desira'ble.  Forty 
per  cent  thought  the  government  shou].d  support  the  prices  of  principal  inr- 
dividual  agricultural  comraodities  at  levels  announced  in  advance.  Thirty-seven 
percent  believed  that  in  periods  of  lorosperity  the  government  should  support 
neither  farm  prices  nor  farm  income,  but  in  times  of  depression  should  support 
over-all  on  net  farm  income,    iMineteen  per  cent  believed  the  government  should 
withdraw  all  price  or  income  support,  and  improve  its  market  nc^^rs  reports  and 
othefi  services  to  farmers,  • 
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